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“Obligations are fucking terrible,” Erica drunkenly tells Nadine, foreshadowing the fact that we are about to find out how committed this middle-

class teacher and parent is to her obligations. What happens when our obligations conflict with our morals? How do we know what our duty is?

Cuckoo analyses an unlikely friendship between a sheltered, kooky, unpopular teen, Jenny, and the troubled outspoken Nadine, while Jenny's
mother Erica gets herself stuck in between the dysfunctional relationship the two girls form. We see Jenny come out of her shell while
questioning who she is, Nadine simply looking for someone to care for her, and Erica’s maternal side getting caught up in the life of someone

who may not actually be her responsibility.

From the girls dancing all night, experiencing their first hangovers, questioning sex and scaring the school bully, to soppy lines expressing the
importance of friendship and family, Cuckoo by the incontestably talented Suhayla El-Bushra never falls short of entertaining the audience. The
audience go on an emotional journey with all three of the characters. Jenny (played by the excellent Eden Howard) has us feeling sorry for her
undeniable loneliness and complete gratefulness to Nadine for her company, until we see her slowly losing her mind and we worry about her
sanity. Nadine, portrayed by the charming Kate Lassman-Long, is lost and does not simply crave a friend but a secure family unit. Jenny is
yearning for friendship, yet we hopelessly watch Nadine cling onto somewhere to call home for once, and we question the saying ‘blood is

thicker than water'. They are completely opposite yet exactly the same.

Sarah Malin perfects the character of Jenny’s mother, Erica, with her portrayal of a laid-back unconventional mother who constantly dreams of

living back in Africa. The audience feel warmth towards her as she is constantly attempting to be a perfectly selfless person.

So what is it that makes Cuckoo one of the best shows | have seen at the Unicorn theatre for the past eight years? This show has left a bruise on
me. | came out questioning all the ties | have with people, and to who | truly owe gratitude. This plav Anec nat anhranactian tha imnartanca nf

having other people to keep you sane and alive, but what unconditional love could stop you from 5 the A Younger Theatre community

Cuckoo is playing at The Unicorn Theatre until 25 January. See The Unicorn Theatre website (https://ww

more information.

Related

https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/ 1/3


https://www.unicorntheatre.com/whatson/17/cuckoo
https://www.unicorntheatre.com/whatson/17/cuckoo
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/author/christophe-locatelli/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/author/christophe-locatelli/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/reviews/offwestend/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/reviews/offwestend/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/reviews/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/reviews/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/

23/07/2024, 12:52

Ticket Offer: 2-for-1 tickets to Cuckoo at
Unicorn Theatre
(https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/ticket-
offer-2-for-1-tickets-to-cuckoo-at-unicorn-

Review: Cuckoo, Unicorn Theatre - A Younger Theatre

Feature: Cuckoo at the Unicorn Theatre

(https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/featu...

cuckoo-at-the-unicorn-theatre/)
January 13, 2014

Review: The Nutcracker and the Mouse
King, Unicorn Theatre
(https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/revie...
the-nutcracker-and-the-mouse-king-

theatre/) In "Articles" unicorn-theatre/)
January 9, 2014 November 29, 2014
In "Theatre" In "Off West End"
CUCKOO (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/CUCKOO/) | | EL-BUSHRA (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/EL-BUSHRA/) |

HOWARD (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/HOWARD/) |

LASSMAN-LONG (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/LASSMAN-LONG/) | | LOWE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/LOWE/) |

OFF-WESTEND (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/OFF-WESTEND/), | | REVIEW (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/REVIEW/) |

THEATRE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/THEATRE/) |

UNICORN THEATRE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/TAG/UNICORN-THEATRE/) |

U=HTTPS:// WWW.AYR) 3 NGHRTHANE JAGRATRIEE

CUCKOO- CUCKOO- CUCKOO- CUCKOO-
UNICORN- UNICORN- UNICORN- UNICORN-
THEATRE/) THEATRE/) THEATRE/) THEATRE/)

PREVIOUS ARTICLE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/REVIEW-PRINCESS-THERAPY-ETCETERA-THEATRE/)

REVIEW: PRINCESS THERAPY, ETCETERA THEATRE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/REVIEW -
PRINCESS-THERAPY-ETCETERA-THEATRE/)

NEXT ARTICLE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/REVIEW-CIPHERS-BUSH-THEATRE/)

REVIEW: CIPHERS, BUSH THEATRE (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/REVIEW-CIPHERS-BUSH-
THEATRE/)

Join the A Younger Theatre community

https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/

AYOVINREFRWEATRE.COM/REVIEW-

2/3


https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/cuckoo/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/el-bushra/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/howard/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/lassman-long/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/lowe/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/off-westend/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/review/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/tag/unicorn-theatre/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/
mailto:?body=https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-princess-therapy-etcetera-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-princess-therapy-etcetera-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-princess-therapy-etcetera-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-princess-therapy-etcetera-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-princess-therapy-etcetera-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-ciphers-bush-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-ciphers-bush-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-ciphers-bush-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-ciphers-bush-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-ciphers-bush-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/ticket-offer-2-for-1-tickets-to-cuckoo-at-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/ticket-offer-2-for-1-tickets-to-cuckoo-at-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/ticket-offer-2-for-1-tickets-to-cuckoo-at-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/ticket-offer-2-for-1-tickets-to-cuckoo-at-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/ticket-offer-2-for-1-tickets-to-cuckoo-at-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/feature-cuckoo-at-the-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/feature-cuckoo-at-the-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/feature-cuckoo-at-the-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-the-nutcracker-and-the-mouse-king-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-the-nutcracker-and-the-mouse-king-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-the-nutcracker-and-the-mouse-king-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-the-nutcracker-and-the-mouse-king-unicorn-theatre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-the-nutcracker-and-the-mouse-king-unicorn-theatre/

23/07/2024, 12:52 Review: Cuckoo, Unicorn Theatre - A Younger Theatre

< >

CHRISTOPHE LOCATELLI
(HTTPS: //WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/AUTHOR/CHRISTOPHE-LOCATELLI/)

GET SOCIAL

aise)/AYoungerTheatre/videos)

RECENTLY ON AYT

Horddvarslehe A b wdnbm sen v m i v ivrmenrtbmase bveee b A b iAo e Aot e Vi rnlmirste b o [} 4 froe Al imien I\ Artibhrnes £ b sevevs nl |~ lne wvbrom vt Al e b~ e firaes siemd ) 0 r

A YOUNGER THEATRE IS REVIEW: DEAR ELIZABETH, THE REVIEW: CAILLEACH, MULL
COMING BACK - WITH YOUR GATE AT THEATRO TECHNIS THEATRE AND SONDER CIRCUS

ATRE.COM/RBWHEW - (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHE AHREPGOM XREWEAVOUNGERTHE
(HTTPS: Z//WWW.AYOUNGERTHEADERAR®EMVZABETH-THE-GATE- CAILLEACH-MULL-THEATRE-
YOUNGER-THEATRE-IS- AT-THEATRO-TECHNIS/) AND-SONDER-CIRCUS/)
COMING'BQEE;\}V;TH'YOUR' SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 SEPTEMBER 14, 2021

JANUARY 10, 2022

ABOUT (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/ABOUT/)
/ REVIEWS (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/CATEGORY/REVIEWS/)
/ FEATURES (HTTPS://WWW.AYOUNGERTHEATRE.COM/CATEGORY/FEATURES/)

COPYRIGHT 2009-212 A YOUNGER THEATRE LTD THEMETF -WORDPRESS (HTTP://THEMETF.COM/)

Join the A Younger Theatre community

https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cuckoo-unicorn-theatre/ 3/3


https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/about/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/about/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/reviews/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/reviews/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/features/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/category/features/
http://themetf.com/
http://themetf.com/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/author/christophe-locatelli/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/author/christophe-locatelli/
https://www.instagram.com/ayoungertheatre_
http://www.facebook.com/ayoungertheatre
http://www.twitter.com/ayoungertheatre
https://www.youtube.com/user/AYoungerTheatre/videos
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-rough-sleeper-online-the-actors-centre/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/a-younger-theatre-is-coming-back-with-your-help/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-dear-elizabeth-the-gate-at-theatro-technis/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-cailleach-mull-theatre-and-sonder-circus/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-look-no-hands-pleasance-online/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-look-no-hands-pleasance-online/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-look-no-hands-pleasance-online/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-look-no-hands-pleasance-online/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-look-no-hands-pleasance-online/

