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POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Funding the arts ‘includes us,’ says LGBTQ+ chorus
denied grant by SC

By Lucy Valeski
Updated October 1, 2026 5:14 PM  §f Gift Article

The Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus Photo courtesy of Greenville Gay Men's Chorus, by Nake

Mary Adam was first introduced to the Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus as an audience
member. The 36-member group performed at her church.
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“It’s usually a family event,” Adam said. “It’s all very lighthearted and positive and
meaningful. Honestly, some of the songs might get more serious about a gay
experience. Many times, you see people in the audience being brought to tears at
connecting to whatever the message of that song might be. So it’s very powerful and,
to me, just very important.”
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Adam became the chorus’ executive director after the role was created this year. But
on Thursday, the chorus learned it would not receive state funding to pay some of its
expenses, including a pianist, performance venue rent and Adam’s part-time salary.
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The Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus and Proud Mary, a Spart.
not receive grants intended to support their organizations
5-3 vote by the board of the S.C. Arts Commission Thursda

No public discussion was held by the board before or aftex

for the Arts Commission did not pick up a phone call or im

email requesting more information. The board met with a lawyer in executive
session prior to the public vote, and the meeting was entirely virtual.
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Before the October meeting, reasons for withholding grant money were varied. One
board member said funding the groups could defy an executive order from
President Donald Trump in an email obtained by the ACLU of South Carolina.
Another questioned the “artistic merit” of the programs in an August meeting and
said in an email he could not defend funding the organizations to skeptical state
legislators.

The ACLU of South Carolina said not providing state funding to the groups may
violate the First Amendment.

“We look forward to a time when decisions are made with integrity and not based
upon bias,” wrote Sally McClellan, the Proud Mary grants (5 -
The State following the vote. “We look forward to a time w

artists, and we are not discriminated against because of th

people represented in our shows. That just isn’t today.”

About $3.7 million for arts organizations around the state
hold in June. At an August meeting, the board authorized fu.iuing 1us svon
organizations but held back money from the two, LGBTQ+-aligned groups.

The board also approved a resolution in August to restrict grants for projects that
“promote ideology” or are obscene.
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“The General Assembly holds this commission accountable for maintaining
community standards, and the Commission has concerns about two programs that
were presented, the Gay Men’s Chorus and Proud Mary Theatre Group,” said board
member Rip Parks during the August meeting. “What we question is the artistic
merit of these two programs. And so what we’re going to request as a commission is
that these two organizations return to the commission and further explain and
actually defend the artistic merit of these two programs.”

The commission then sent questions to both organizations about how the grant
funding would be used and if the groups would do any in-school programming using
the money. The grants the Arts Commission evaluated Thursday were for
operational costs for an arts organization, including rent, staff salaries or utility bills.
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The organization’s responses were presented to the board before the vote.

Both organizations said they did not spend state money on in-school programming.
The Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus would have spent the grant on three part-time
salaries, a bookkeeper, a photographer, a videographer, insurance, security, tax filing,
licensing, a storage unit, venue rental, printed programs, a PO box, printer ink,
paper, computer software, memberships and board development.

Proud Mary’s budget would fund a production of “The Book of Merman,” a parody,
which includes payment to creative staff. Funding for a musical review of “spooky
songs” from Broadway was also in the budget. AD

The Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus initially expected to rece
fiscal year. That’s about 13% of their roughly $100,000 bud
Proud Mary expected to receive about $2,000 in grant mor
funding.

“While we have done amazing things with few resources, our ticket sales do not
cover the cost of productions, in part because we want to keep ticket prices at a rate
that our community can afford them,” McCellan wrote in an email. “We, therefore,
rely on grants and donations to literally keep the lights on. So, when our funding is

https://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/article317443890.html

4/8


https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=11fe9846-38b3-4140-8a75-a39eec328353&ag=h20ucqe&sfe=1d104957&sig=OEDL22VJ3KGiOW4cn9gRYrM7u2AxbCCnA7xz2uOt3nY.&crid=ypd38b2v&cf=11276441&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.thestate.com&rcats=&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=mcclatchy&uhow=82&agsa=&wp=0.82005024&rgz=29209&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=OSX1015&br=Chrome&svpid=1&rlangs=en,os&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=11.060000000000002&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=3~KLUv_WPYfRZoIQRVGQAj55FQA-CBGmAK1AAyoga4ipohACQBFEEJkAZKgCxQAkSJEiBIlAAjPEhBNVXVCaoqa4OqJBlWeIkk5YqTlstKpDYZiDEBANRWhiQOQqDVnHeGqOAQJGqIijYqIFFN6W6cEIbEJ09Xf8J4AQBT1AooV_bpWIYGTFFzdEgaoyEKFASLFD4YEcr07hmBBYNno4jrlQR20TQIjFLGy8pS7rWabBqvz6RtluTCcMze7wq0mUjmT9fDur3pVajrckvYa5n059ocxWH6FsfnnDVZzmZN6pbNPTjVIp_d7bysCfkqLvq0fx5Q-pOze7-NSX_b-Irtn68Hh0EorSvdvcfsDbbr8ai5ac786Ztu5-Gfskel1sGYKMVjphP6w_y2pkQyrcOqLDqLNevZH63abrvyRZ3dOCcNxHWVPZys5qNpc1vs6Vz6srQPt902uzdPnTlxmRZYFdbbGN9lPG4-vlN8eMc3Yx3ce2LXtsJqtxuR_82I7_50EolZa27Z49Zo7E6DYVDpTziDYcTe0y4GcVo2CwL76gjUSJ6iDKzxk2hGVpr5pXV55-9d9u2_pmcOHaQRpIRDVCBOh7Dk6ZKIyp7d116z0lqIEEldLxaivu07BMyDO4E-Bbq05qV3wNhrQYoFhRk6krSy5lv7fFpQI0krTLM7XT6f9u4E1owZVYDXAwrh2WGVlXd87qdcKmSFKEJ0-AA4YgeLzafyWFheTsGCJmRGP4hgWbheInAqLk9YtAsd4h6Xe1rea3rmUIHvxYeuFYsv03DgLvnrBQwBQvydUHAiiYMy5MKn3EMYRH9or7yUTmrlvzZgc57ofrSyjONppCOgvracGjm1pnH8dtamndRpQUoeGt4k0rRwlEq159ZVODz1fBk-vqD3NQGOhK1_KlMl-AdflLMBfPjmIjVndlHIXVOV83tx9gbW_wfyqnIXA-P6TW5BpAPtE3UQTRgnPIocYkw4CGvQkP4RTI4d42TRh4LZOKeUOAsJKxyYhYWlGsrDfwKeaurxfPMX1Subw7tikTjpPI1XpVE04_pIvESuXjGayXRtlUohoaW41cRM5VNbmHyCkh-WVAo.&dur=2~KLUv_WMNLtZUYgD9AwB0Bfp5bXUxEOAUIg8Igr-ewISFhoiJlpibnJ3cpfXf4BDgaVpReWdzd1VBTHJIeHRyY2tubjlLSnJGT0FEcmRKWXpENCtFanFZSU5QUT04A0AATajArT1YDhHwyLltBsdCyGSJiAhFYqQjOhKQCklAoISQVuN76puHweCS53Rk&durs=131vqZ&bdc=144&uidd=kcrdRSED48SW6lOVB0ETQomB0FbQwijbu4GyOhKsvVVklb-J&idl=XY3007pVEQcVIIGBs6zVdbS5XI17U8p-Y3JcDb81x5TrRwD8k&mk=Apple&testid=-CRM4-&fpa=243&pcm=3&ict=CellularNetwork4G&said=3447e030651685f3&auct=1&us_privacy=1---&tail=1&r=https://www.homeserve.com/en-us/lp/display/ProgLanding?utm_source=TTD&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Prospecting&utm_content=stress_resize&phonenumber=18665307194
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=11fe9846-38b3-4140-8a75-a39eec328353&ag=h20ucqe&sfe=1d104957&sig=OEDL22VJ3KGiOW4cn9gRYrM7u2AxbCCnA7xz2uOt3nY.&crid=ypd38b2v&cf=11276441&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.thestate.com&rcats=&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=mcclatchy&uhow=82&agsa=&wp=0.82005024&rgz=29209&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=OSX1015&br=Chrome&svpid=1&rlangs=en,os&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=11.060000000000002&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=3~KLUv_WPYfRZoIQRVGQAj55FQA-CBGmAK1AAyoga4ipohACQBFEEJkAZKgCxQAkSJEiBIlAAjPEhBNVXVCaoqa4OqJBlWeIkk5YqTlstKpDYZiDEBANRWhiQOQqDVnHeGqOAQJGqIijYqIFFN6W6cEIbEJ09Xf8J4AQBT1AooV_bpWIYGTFFzdEgaoyEKFASLFD4YEcr07hmBBYNno4jrlQR20TQIjFLGy8pS7rWabBqvz6RtluTCcMze7wq0mUjmT9fDur3pVajrckvYa5n059ocxWH6FsfnnDVZzmZN6pbNPTjVIp_d7bysCfkqLvq0fx5Q-pOze7-NSX_b-Irtn68Hh0EorSvdvcfsDbbr8ai5ac786Ztu5-Gfskel1sGYKMVjphP6w_y2pkQyrcOqLDqLNevZH63abrvyRZ3dOCcNxHWVPZys5qNpc1vs6Vz6srQPt902uzdPnTlxmRZYFdbbGN9lPG4-vlN8eMc3Yx3ce2LXtsJqtxuR_82I7_50EolZa27Z49Zo7E6DYVDpTziDYcTe0y4GcVo2CwL76gjUSJ6iDKzxk2hGVpr5pXV55-9d9u2_pmcOHaQRpIRDVCBOh7Dk6ZKIyp7d116z0lqIEEldLxaivu07BMyDO4E-Bbq05qV3wNhrQYoFhRk6krSy5lv7fFpQI0krTLM7XT6f9u4E1owZVYDXAwrh2WGVlXd87qdcKmSFKEJ0-AA4YgeLzafyWFheTsGCJmRGP4hgWbheInAqLk9YtAsd4h6Xe1rea3rmUIHvxYeuFYsv03DgLvnrBQwBQvydUHAiiYMy5MKn3EMYRH9or7yUTmrlvzZgc57ofrSyjONppCOgvracGjm1pnH8dtamndRpQUoeGt4k0rRwlEq159ZVODz1fBk-vqD3NQGOhK1_KlMl-AdflLMBfPjmIjVndlHIXVOV83tx9gbW_wfyqnIXA-P6TW5BpAPtE3UQTRgnPIocYkw4CGvQkP4RTI4d42TRh4LZOKeUOAsJKxyYhYWlGsrDfwKeaurxfPMX1Subw7tikTjpPI1XpVE04_pIvESuXjGayXRtlUohoaW41cRM5VNbmHyCkh-WVAo.&dur=2~KLUv_WMNLtZUYgD9AwB0Bfp5bXUxEOAUIg8Igr-ewISFhoiJlpibnJ3cpfXf4BDgaVpReWdzd1VBTHJIeHRyY2tubjlLSnJGT0FEcmRKWXpENCtFanFZSU5QUT04A0AATajArT1YDhHwyLltBsdCyGSJiAhFYqQjOhKQCklAoISQVuN76puHweCS53Rk&durs=131vqZ&bdc=144&uidd=kcrdRSED48SW6lOVB0ETQomB0FbQwijbu4GyOhKsvVVklb-J&idl=XY3007pVEQcVIIGBs6zVdbS5XI17U8p-Y3JcDb81x5TrRwD8k&mk=Apple&testid=-CRM4-&fpa=243&pcm=3&ict=CellularNetwork4G&said=3447e030651685f3&auct=1&us_privacy=1---&tail=1&r=https://www.homeserve.com/en-us/lp/display/ProgLanding?utm_source=TTD&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Prospecting&utm_content=stress_resize&phonenumber=18665307194

10/21/26, 10:17 AM SC Arts Commission denies funding for LGBTQ+-aligned groups | The State
delayed or jeopardized, harm is done. And in this case, not just to Proud Mary
Theatre Company, but to the arts in SC, in general. It’s been a sad time.”

Why did Arts Commission deny grants?

No explanation of the board’s 5-3 vote was given Thursday.

Add
Duracell

to your
baby

In an email obtained by the ACLU of South Carolina, Parks said Proud Mary and the
Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus were “totally inconsistent” with what the Arts
Commission wanted to promote. He also expressed concern that legislators could
pull funding from the commission if they awarded grants to the two groups. A
spokesperson for the Arts Commission did not respond to an email requesting
verification of the documents.

“I could not defend these programs to concerned legislators who could pull funding
for the entire Commission over support of these organizations,” Parks said in an
email obtained through a FOIA request by the ACLU and shared with The State.

Reviewers scored more than 100 organizations’ requests for state grant funding and
gave their recommendations to the board to approve. The Greenville Gay Men’s
Chorus received 87 out of 100 possible points in their grant application, according to
a review obtained by executive director Adam and shared with The State. The
chorus was scored on artistic merit, artistic excellence and public participation by

three anonymous reviewers. AD
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SC Arts Commission denies funding for LGBTQ+-aligned groups | The State

Senate Majority Leader Shane Massey, R-Edgefield, urged some members of the
commission to review projects and ensure they were in line with a majority of
taxpayers’ values earlier this year. He had concerns about grants awarded by the
commission to projects he said were sexually explicit. Massey sat on the committee
responsible for allowing the members to continue serving.

»

“I'm supportive of the commission, I think it does good work. That disappointed me,
Massey said during a March confirmation hearing, referring to an emerging artist
grant recipient. “But those types of awards are the things that get funding stripped...
I would encourage you to pay very close attention to those things.”

Massey said Wednesday he didn’t know the details or merits of the groups in
question.

“I think that the commission ought to review what the projects are, and whether it’s
an LGBT group or a church group, if the project is something that is just not
appropriate, they shouldn’t award a grant for it,” Massey said.

Board member Jessica Rourke said in an email obtained by the ACLU she could not
support the two groups, citing a Trump administration executive order barring
public funds from being used to promote “gender ideology i

“My decision is based on a personal and governance princ
funding should not be directed toward organizations struc
sexual orientations, nor should public funds support drag

wrote.

https://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/article317443890.html
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The ACLU of South Carolina disagreed. The executive order only applied to federal
funding and the relevant portion was declared unlawful, ACLU legal director Allen
Chaney wrote in a letter to the board. Plus, Chaney wrote, denying funding over a
viewpoint disagreement would violate the First Amendment.

“Rather than turning from its values, we merely ask that the Commission continue to
evaluate LGBTQ-focused affinity groups and arts organizations on the same artistic-
merit criteria it applies to every other applicant,” Chaney wrote.

Adam said the Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus received donations following the
funding disruption and could continue its performances. But not funding the chorus
is a test for the commission to deny grants to other LGBT artists, Adam said.

“If you’re going to fund the arts, that includes us,” Adam said.

This story was originally published October 1, 2026 at 4:57 PM.

LV

Lucy Valeski The State &
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