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1 |INT. PIRATE SHI P - NI GHT
Charm an recounts her exploits..

CHARM AN
K. So here | am one Roman ni ght,
in the hold of a pirate ship. You
m ght be asking, "How did you get
here?" Well. ..

SNAP TO

2 EXT./INT. - MONTAGE
A ROVAN STREET!

CHARM AN (V. Q)
First, | hit the streets to find
out where the pirates went...

TONNSPERSON
They grabbed a boat and rowed in
that direction. Stole ny chicken
t oo!

CHARM AN
They stol e your dinner?

TOWNSPERSON
My pet chicken, dorial |I could
never eat her, you nonster!

CHARM AN
Sorry, ny bad.

SNAP - A ROVAN SHOP! A bundl e of THI NGS dropped on a
COUNTER

CHARM AN (V. Q)
Then, | gathered supplies..

SHOPWOVAN
Here you go mi ss! But what do you
need with a rope, a grappling hook,
and skintight black clothing?
(beat)
And can | cone?

CHARM AN
Bl ess you, not today!

SNAP - THE SEA! Charm an SW MM NG W TH EFFORT.



CHARM AN (V. Q)
And then | swam and swam and swam
sone nore, until | got to the ship.

SNAP - BOBBI NG UP AND DOMN i n sea by the ship. THRON NG t he
GRAPPLI NG HOOK UP; Charm an GRUNTS with effort.

CHARM AN (V. Q.) (cont'd)
And then it took ne, like, three
tries to get the grappling hook up
over the side. Then finally....

SNAP - SHIP'S DECK! A WET FLOP as Charmi an rolls over the
edge of the ship and onto the deck. She BREATHES HEAVI LY.

CHARM AN (V. Q.) (cont'd)
| was aboard! | tried to catch ny
breath for a qui ck second. But...

HEAVY FOOTFALL of an approaching pirate. Then:

CHARM AN (V. Q.) (cont'd)
| knocked the pirate out.

THUD. Pl RATE GROANS and COLLAPSES.

CHARM AN (V. Q.) (cont'd)
G appl i ng hooks have so many uses.

SNAP - SHIP'S HOLD! Charm an's SNEAKI NG FOOTSTEPS.

CHARM AN (V. Q.) (cont'd)
Then | went in search of the
hostages. And that's how | found...

LEPI DUS (V. Q)
Me!

| NT. PIRATE SHI P HOLD - N GHT

The CREAKI NG HOLD of the ship. Charm an has been tal king to
Lepidus this whole tinme. He's in a big cage.

CHARM AN
Yes Lepidus that's how | found you.

LEPI DUS
And t hank goodness you' ve cone!

CHARM AN
Why, what's happeni ng?



LEPI DUS
They forgot to include the plum
sauce with my supper! If these
pirates nust fatten ne up, | do
wi sh they'd do it properly!

He THROWS DOWN some CUTLERY in protest.

CHARM AN
Fatten you up? They're not
canni bal s.

LEPI DUS

You say that, ny dear, but sea
wat er does funny things to the
m nd! | should know, |'ve been
drinking it for an hour.

He SLURPS a gl ass of sea water.

CHARM AN
VWhere are the others? Were's
Cct avi a?

LEPI DUS

No idea! The pirates threw ne into
this cage, gave nme sone cushi ons,
and |'ve just been sitting here
waiting to be rescued. And eating
strawberri es.

He EATS A STRAVBBERRY
LEPI DUS (cont' d)

(eating)
It's absolute torturel!

CHARM AN
| have to find Cctavia.
LEPI DUS
But what about ne?!
CHARM AN
"1l come back for you, | prom se.

Everything's going to be K
A DOOR SW NGS OPEN, revealing GRACCHUS the pirate.

GRACCHUS
| wouldn't be too sure about that.

CHARM AN
Ah.
( MORE)



CHARM AN (cont' d)
(feebly)
Wul d you believe I'ma nenber of
the crew that you haven't noticed
bef ore?

GRACCHUS
Conme her e!

He DARTS FORWARD and GRABS Charm an. She YELPS.
GRACCHUS (cont' d)
| think the Captain will want to
talk to you...
OPENI NG THEME AND TI TLES
ANNOUNCER

“Cry Havoc (Ask Questions Later)”
CEpi sode 11: “Wbrkshop"

INT. GAIUS'S OFFICE - NI GHT
GAI US, MARK and FULVI A have been working |ate..

MARK
Al right, how about this?
GAl US
(tired)
Go on.
MARK

Wil e you' re keeping Ponpey and the
pirates busy, | get off my raft,
swmto the ship’s stern, clanber
up the hull, and find the hostages.
Then | sneak them off the boat and
sail away to safety! Job done!

FULVI A
VWhat about Gai us?

MARK
Eh? Oh, he can fend for hinself.

GAl US
Thanks.



FULVI A
Darling we’ ve gone through every
daring rescue attenpt there could
possi bly be, and while | |ove your
optimsm

MARK
|’ve also got this one where |’'m
| onered from above and they think
|’ ma god.

Pause.

MARK (cont' d)
W' Il need scaffol ding.

GAl US
I N THE SEA?!?

FULVI A
(sharp intervention)
For goodness sake, could we try and

stay calm please?
ATI A enters with a TRAY OF DRI NKS.

ATI A
‘all o everyone.
MARK FULVI A
(munbl ed) (munbl ed)
Y alright. Ati a.
GAl US
What now, nother?
ATI A
Seeing as how the night’s getting
on, | thought 1'd m x you up a few

drinks to keep you all going.
Puts the tray DOMN on the table.

MARK
Final Il y! She does sonething useful!

Mark takes a goblet, DRINKS, and SPITS I T QUT.

MARK (cont' d)
What is this?!

ATI A
Posca. It’s sour wine mxed with
| ots of vinegar, and some-



MARK
| know how you nake posca!

ATI A
Well it’s an energy drink isn't it.
You need to stay awake.

MARK
Oh yeah? And you need to get fu-!

FULVI A
DARLI NG no. Renenber what she did
to you last tinme.

ATI A
And I'd do it again.

GAl US
It’s dead of night and we still
haven’t got a plan worth a dannm!

MARK
| f your sister hadn’t bl oody well
got hersel f ki dnapped-!

GAl US
M/ sister? What about your son?

MARK
He was lured into that cesspit of a
theatre by your sister, and | ook
what happened to himl M poor boy -
nmy precious son and heir!

FULVI A
| had no idea you felt that way
about him |’mquite touched.
MARK

Just because | don't coddle the boy
doesn't nmean | don’t |ove him

ATI A
To be fair, one’'s children can be
very di sappoi nti ng.

GAl US
That’s no way to tal k about
Cct avi a.

ATl A
| wasn’t.



GAl US
(sighs)

FULVI A
You two won't |ike hearing this..
but 1 think you shoul d consi der
Cl eopatra.

MARK
You nean adopt her?

FULVI A
No! Ask for her help with the
host ages!

GAl US
| beg your pardon?
MARK
|'d rather die!
FULVI A
Wth our arny still effectively on

strike, she’s the only one with the
means to handle a pirate vessel -
or enough cash to handl e a ransom

MARK
Absol utely not! G ve her an inch
and we’'ll never hear the end of it.
FULVI A

Oh |"m sure she can be reasonabl e,

and she’s quite pleasant conpany.
(asi de, thinking back)

Very pleasant, actually...

MARK
(confused, didn’'t hear)
You what - ?

GAl US
| shudder to say these words, but |
agree with Mark. Reaching out to
Cl eopatra now would fatally
under mi ne our negoti ati ons.

ATI A
She’s running rings around you as
it is.

GAl US
Yes, thank you.



MARK
So we’'re agreed: no Cl eopatra.

FULVI A
That's a shane. Because she’ll be
here at any nonent.

MARK GAl US
VWhat ? What ?

The DOORS OPEN as CLEOPATRA sweeps into the room

CLEGPATRA
(smug)
Well hello everybody. | hear you're
having a few probl ens. Let’s see
what we can do.

EXT. PIRATE SH P, DECK - N GHT

OCTAVI A and ANTYLLUS are readi ng out sonme new lines.

ot herwi se a cal mni ght, CGENTLE LAPPI NG of waves.

OCTAVI A
(1 ow voi ce)
“Sextus, you rogue! You're
despi cabl e, di shonest and devi ous!”

ANTYLLUS
“You forgot debonair! Have at you!”
Swi sh swi sh swi sh and the senator’s
toga falls down-

OCTAVI A
“Ahh! 1t’s chilly!”

ANTYLLUS
- and Sextus scoops Tullia up in
his arms. “l told you we shoul d’ ve
gone back to ny place!”

OCTAVI A
“Better late than never! Take ne to
your ship!”

ANTYLLUS

“Your wish is ny command, |ady!”
And they | eap over the bal cony,
rappel down the wall, and escape
into the night.

OCTAVI A
End of act onel



SEXTUS LAUGHS and APPLAUDS.

SEXTUS
Bravo! Bravo!
(whi st es)
Now that is a play!
OCTAVI A
You |i ke the changes?
SEXTUS
Yes! | may cone off as bl oodthirsty
inreal life, but I"'mreally nore
of an intelligent scoundrel.
OCTAVI A
You'll still be defeated at the

end - got to wite for your
audi ence sone of the tine.

SEXTUS
Oh sure, absolutely - but at |east
| escape to fight another day, with
a parting quip!

ANTYLLUS
“One for all, and all for ne!”

SEXTUS
That’s it! And Antyllus, your
acting is really com ng al ong! You
even scared ne at tines!

ANTYLLUS
It’s being around you, | guess -
hel ps me get into character

SEXTUS
Tell you what, go and hel p yourself
to a bottle of ny best grog.

ANTYLLUS
Thanks, Capt ai n!

Antyl I us happily WALKS COFF.

OCTAVI A
Any ot her notes?

SEXTUS
There’s the Iine on page fifteen
about nme ravishing a fair maiden.



OCTAVI A
Oh yes?

SEXTUS
It’s just | would never ravish a
wonan w t hout her enthusiastic
consent .
(suggesti ve)
And believe ne, the consent is
al ways ent husi asti c.

OCTAVI A
"1l bet. So | should nmake it clear
that the fair mai den wants to
foll ow you into your den of sin?

SEXTUS
Exactly, and then we get our ravish
on. Actually I was going to ask if
you fancied a quick one?

OCTAVI A
Ah, thanks for the offer, but |'m
only into wonen.

SEXTUS
Ch, fair, say no nore! Wl
actually, no, tell me everything.

OCTAVI A
Ha! There’s not much to tell. |
used to cut a swath through Rone,
but recently. ..

SEXTUS
Go on...

OCTAVI A
There's been soneone |'ve wanted to
focus on nore... exclusively. Wich

is kind of new for ne.

SEXTUS
Ww |'ve never nmet a girl who nmade
me want to settle for nonogany.

OCTAVI A
| know | hardly recognize nyself.
We haven’t even - well, anything,

together. But | really like this
girl. She's charm ng, sensitive,
t houghtful - and an anmazi ng
actress! You should have seen her

in ny last play.

10.



SEXTUS
Aye, talent is sexy.

OCTAVI A
The problemis, | can't tell if she
feels the sanme way about ne.

SEXTUS
Oh cone on. Just ask

OCTAVI A
It’s not that sinple. I'mne, and
this woman i s a conmoner.

SEXTUS
Is that all? Listen, if this girl
makes you feel like this, there’'s
not hi ng comon about her. Besi des,
|’ ve got |oads of tips for
connecting with the poor folk.

OCTAVI A
Do you really?

SEXTUS
Yes! They can't get enough of ne;
| "' m sure you' ve heard the shanties.

OCTAVI A
Oh what's the one that goes
sonmet hing |ike
(si ngi ng)
“The dread pirate Sextus is truly
t he bestest--"

SEXTUS

(si ngi ng)
“Even though of our goods he is
wont to divest us.”

OCTAVI A
... Gosh, those shanties are a big
mout hful aren’t they?

Antyl lus RETURNS, SW GE NG from a bottle.

SEXTUS
Antyl | us!
ANTYLLUS
(coughi ng)

This grog packs a punch.



SEXTUS
Aye that’ |l put hairs on your
chest! M nd you, | heard how you

stood up to ny crew when they
‘“acquired’ Cctavia in the theatre.

OCTAVI A
That's one way of putting it.

SEXTUS
Very inpressive, lad. There's a | ot
nore to you than neets the eye.

ANTYLLUS
Ww. | don't think I've ever
i npressed anyone before.

SEXTUS
W were just indulging in a spot of
kar aoke - you want in?

ANTYLLUS
Do I'!

OCTAVI A
Blinmey, this pirate cruise could
actually do you sonme good!

A wooden door OPENS and Gracchus energes.

GRACCHUS
Excuse ne, Captain.

SEXTUS
Not now, G acchus! W' re about to
have a sing song.

GRACCHUS
Pardon the interruption, but you've

got an unexpecteed visitor, in the
hol d. . .

6 INT. GAIUS' S OFFI CE - N GHT

The argunent is ongoing - Gaius and Mark both tal king at

12.

Cl eopatra.

GAl US MARK
Your Majesty, it is entirely I"d rather stuff a tree up
out of the question, and my arse and pretend to be a
furthernore- forest than | et Egypt-

Cl eopatra

DROPS into a CHAIR



CLECPATRA
Enough! It’s clear to anyone with
half a brain that you haven’'t any
solution for the hostage crisis.

GAl US
W’ ve sone ideas in the works.

ATI A
Yes, we got up to “let’s rescue
thenf and then cane up short.

GAl US
Mbt her!

ATI A
Al right 1'm going! C eopatra, dear,
woul d you |ike an energy drink?

FULVI A
Say no.

CLECPATRA
I’m fine, thank you Ati a.

Atia SHUFFLES fromthe room under:

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
| f you can sinply admt that you
need ny help, then we could get on
wi th saving sone |ives.

MARK
No! | don't need to bargain with
Egypt in order to rescue ny son

FULVI A
Mark, don’t be so pig-headed.

CLEGPATRA
I n exchange for renewed recognition
of ny dynasty’s rights - and let’s
throwin Armenia while we're at it-

MARK
That's a whol e country!

CLECPATRA
- Egypt can easily provide the
ransom noney for you. O course,
coul d al ways summon a navy to
destroy the pirates instead, though
there's no guarantee your hostages
woul d still be alive by then..

13.



GAl US
Your terns are unacceptabl e.

CLECPATRA
My ternms are the best you have.
Look around, Caesar. QOpen your
eyes, Mark. You have no noney. You
have no nmen. W're going around in
circles because you refuse to
accept the truth that’s right in
front of you, which is that not

only am | your best option, | am
your only option.
MARK
(bl ustering)
But I - I... Fulvia, do you see

what you' ve done? You've let a
vi per into our mdst!

FULVI A
A vi per who can deal with pirates.

MARK
Rone can deal with pirates! Just...
not right now.

CLEGPATRA
Wel |, Caesar? What do you say?
MARK
Gai us?
Gai us sighs deeply.
GAl US
| see little choice... but to

accept your offer.

MARK
What ?!
CLEGPATRA
Fi nal | y!
GAl US
However, we’ll have to run it by
the Senate. We’'ll convene first

thing in the norning.

CLEOPATRA FULVI A
Real | y?! Ch cone on...!



7

CLEGPATRA
You can’'t wait that |ong! The
pirates could be slicing them up
for sport this very nonent!

MARK
Yeah, whatever we do, it has to be
now Antyllus and Cctavia need us!

FULVI A
And Lepi dus.

MARK
Who? Ch yeah, himtoo.

GAl US
"1l send a messenger to summon
t hem as soon as possible - but |
can't allow such a nmonunenta
deci sion to be made w t hout
approval .

FULVI A
Jove in the heavens, you don’t need
the Senate! You're a triunmvir!

GAl US
But not a dictator. | will not nmake
the m stakes that Julius made.
(finding it hard)
|’msorry. There's a proper way of
doi ng things. Even when famly is
i nvol ved.

Gai us LEAVES the office, Mark angrily calling after him
MARK
Gai us! You're going to get them
killed! Gaius!
He KI CKS the TABLE.
CLECPATRA
You Romans are so inflexible. In
Horus’ s nanme, how did you nanage to
t ake over the world?

FULVI A
By accident, nostly.

| NT. PIRATE SHI P, STOREROOM - NI GHT

A dank roomin which Charm an is being kept.

15.



SEXTUS
So. You're my visitor?

CHARM AN
(brave face)
And you're ny jailer. Good to neet
you, Captain. |1’d get up but, er..

She CLANKS her CHAINS. Sextus DRAGS A CHAIR and SITS.

SEXTUS
Sorry it took so long to drop by.
It's a busy job running a piracy
enterprise. The boys been treating
you all right?

CHARM AN
Yes, they’ ve made it quite clear
that it would be futile to escape,
and the weapons | was shown were
very threatening.

SEXTUS
I’mthrilled to hear it. Now, you
know who | am - the dread pirate
Sextus - so let’s cut to the chase.
Wio are you and why are you here?

CHARM AN
That’s a |long story.

SEXTUS
Start with your nane. What is it?

CHARM AN
(merest hesitation)
M a.

SEXTUS
That sounded like a fib.

CHARM AN
More |i ke a stage nane.

SEXTUS
The stage? Huh. You don’t happen to
know an Cctavia by any chance?

CHARM AN
VWhat ? Where is she? |Is she alive?

SEXTUS
What’s it to you?

16.



Charm an strai ns agai nst her CHAINS.

CHARM AN
I f you’ve hurt her, 1’1l pull
your eyes and feed themto the
| ackal s!

out

Sextus puts two and two toget her.

SEXTUS
Hang on hang on hang on..
(1 aughs)
Are you the comoner?

CHARM AN
VWhat ?

SEXTUS
Sorry, | meant, are you the wonman
that Cctavia' s been so taken with?
You are, aren’t you!

CHARM AN
She's taken with me? Nooo. Real ly?
| nmean, what have you heard, tel
me everything. Omt no detail.

SEXTUS
Well, far be it fromnme to betray a
confidence, but let's just say that
you' re living rent free in that
| ass’ s head right now.

CHARM AN
(happy)
Yeah?
SEXTUS

Yeah! And it warns the heart to see
her feelings are reciprocated.

CHARM AN
(flustered)
Wh- shut up! What do you nean?

SEXTUS
Conme on! You cane here to rescue
her, admt it!

CHARM AN
May be.



SEXTUS
OCh, this is beautiful! A love story
for the ages, happening on mny ship!

CHARM AN
Well, hold on there. Love. Seens
too soon to be using that word.

SEXTUS

(si ngi ng)
Cctavia and Ma sitting in a tree-

CHARM AN
Stop it!

SEXTUS
| recogni ze the synptons. Desperate
acts, stars in the eyes. The sane
| ook | see on the faces of the
wonen | | eave behind at every port.
And the nen, actually.

He GETS UP and starts UNLOCKI NG Charm an’ s chai ns.

SEXTUS (cont' d)
Let’s get you out of those chains.

CHARM AN
You're setting ne free?

SEXTUS
You're still a hostage, don’t get
me wong, but it’s pretty chill. At
least if you're part of the cool
host age group.

CHARM AN
Who's in the uncool hostage group?

SEXTUS
Lepi dus. Nice guy, but he s just
for small doses, you know? Now
c'nmon - let's get you in with the
rest of the gang!

8 EXT. PIRATE SH P, DECK - N GHT

Sane atnos as before. Antyllus wapping up a jaunty song.



ANTYLLUS
(si ngi ng)
There’s no place like it / Not
remotely is there like it / Yes
noooo pl ace |i ke Rooooone!

Cct avi a CLAPPI NG

OCTAVI A
Not bad! If you can dance t oo,
you' d be a triple threat. Maybe |
could wite a story told entirely
t hrough songs. ..

(beat)
Nah, rnusical theatre? That'l|l never
take of f.
ANTYLLUS

Yeah, and Dad’ s mad enough that |
want to be in theatre w thout ne
singing on stage as wel|!

OCTAVI A
Real | y? He never struck ne as such
a stick in the nud.

ANTYLLUS
He wants ne to be a soldier. You
know, take after him But |I'mjust
not nmade for that.

OCTAVI A
Does he put you down?
ANTYLLUS
No, it’s just that... | can tel

I'H]disappointing hi m

OCTAVI A
You're sensitive. He isn't.

ANTYLLUS
All the kids at school used to
tease nme. Push ne around. Dad said
| shoul d show t hem who’ s boss, but
it’s not ny style, y know?

OCTAVI A
You know what | do when ny brother
criticizes ne?

ANTYLLUS
VWhat ?

19.



20.

OCTAVI A
| ignore him And then I work out
my frustration on the page.

ANTYLLUS
Yeah?

OCTAVI A
Pour that into your art, Antyllus.
Let it power your perfornmances.
What ever those twats at school used
to say, nmake that criticismwork
for you. W’'ll all support you.

ANTYLLUS
|’ ve never really had friends
bef or e.

OCTAVI A

You do now, Antyl |l us.

ANTYLLUS
Thanks.

A DOOR OPENS near by, as Sextus and Charm an appear on deck.
SEXTUS
Cctavia! 1’ve found sonebody el se
who wants to be in your play.

OCTAVI A
Who do you... Ma

Charm an RUSHES to Cctavia. They CLUTCH each other’s arns.

CHARM AN

Cctavia! You're really okay!
OCTAVI A

Ma! | can't believe it’s you! What

on earth are you doi ng here?

CHARM AN
Trying to rescue you. And the
ot hers, obviously.

OCTAVI A
How s that working out for you?

CHARM AN
Well | got captured. So, not well.



Charm an and Antyllus WALK AWAY ACROSS THE DECK

Beat .

SEXTUS
But we all appreciate the effort,
eh | ass? Tell you what, why don’t
you grab a drink over there and
rel ax? My boatswain m xes a mean

cocktail. Antyllus will show you
ANTYLLUS

Sur e!
CHARM AN

If 1’mgoing to be stuck here a
while, don't mind if | do.

(beat)
Cctavia. It really is... | nean..
seeing you again is great.

OCTAVI A
You t o0o0.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
| don’t get it... She cane out al
this way to rescue us? By hersel f?

SEXTUS
That's the girl, isn't it? The one
who nakes you weak at the knees?

OCTAVI A
Was it that obvi ous?

SEXTUS
As obvious as the way she feels
about you.

OCTAVI A
What ? No. Real | y?

SEXTUS
She swam all the way here to rescue
you. Swanl Wth a grappling hook!

OCTAVI A
Oh ny gods.

SEXTUS
" m pl eased for you, truly. It"l
be good for you to have sonebody
during the who- knows- how | ong
you' || be on this ship.

21.



22.

OCTAVI A
(1 aughi ng nervously)
Yeah, but... it's not |ike you plan

to hold us forever, though, right?
You're not |ike other pirates.
You're a cool pirate!

SEXTUS
Yeah, no, totally. But that doesn’'t
mean |’ msoft. 1’ve got a

reputation to maintain.

OCTAVI A
VWhat does that nean?

Sextus takes a SLOW STEP CLOSER to Cctavia. Hi s voice
remai ns gentle when he speaks, but there's a slight chill.

SEXTUS
Surely | don't need to explain how
a ransom wor ks? Yours is due m dday
tomorrow. If | don't get paid, you
get... wayl aid. A pernanent
addition to ny nmerry crew.

OCTAVI A
| really thought you would |et
us go.

Anot her pant her-soft step.

SEXTUS
Cctavia, darling. Nobody | eaves
this ship without nmy say so. That's
just howit is. After all... | am
the dread pirate Sextus.

EXT. GAIUS' S GARDEN - N GHT

A chilly night in the garden. D stant sounds of ROVE, a city
that never quite sleeps. INSECTS in the TREES. FOOTSTEPS on
MARBLE as C eopatra approaches Mark.

CLEOPATRA
Mar k?

MARK
Ch, it’s you. What do you want ?

CLECPATRA
Your wi fe suggested we m ght have a
wor d t oget her.



MARK
Meddl i ng agai n.

CLEOPATRA
For some reason she speaks of you
very highly. You re a | ucky nman.

MARK
Well. Yeah. She’s ammzing. Big fan.
Beat .
CLEOPATRA
Your col |l eague is beginning to ride
nmy final nerve.
MARK
Ha. You and ne bot h.
CLEOPATRA
Oh yes?
MARK
He' s al ways pointing out problens
i ke "running things past the
Senate", but never pointing out
solutions |ike "screw ng the
Senat e-
CLEOPATRA MARK
"And doi ng what we want "And doi ng what we want
anyway. " anyway. "

MARK (cont' d)
Exactly. You get it. You totally
get it.

CLEGPATRA
Not bad for a viper, eh?

MARK
(unconfort abl e)
Yeah, well. That was when | didn't
know you had the measure of (i us.
(beat)
He’' s a fat head.

CLEOPATRA
The fattest head.

MARK
He thinks he knows it all. But it’s
all up there, nothing in here.
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He THUWPS hi s CHEST.

Beat .

They both

CLEOPATRA
Al brain and no heart makes for an
excel | ent advi sor, but...

MARK
No | eader. | won Rome for us
si ngl e-handedly while Gaius hid in
tents with his little parchnents.
When it comes down to it, he's just
not a man of action. But | am

CLEOPATRA
|s that so?

MARK
If it were up to ne, we wouldn’t be
sitting around here waiting for our
famly to get butchered by pirates.

CLEGPATRA
But it is up to you, isn't it?

MARK
Listen, | didn't want to admt it
before, but we need your noney. W
do. | just wanted to be the one to

rescue ny son.

CLEOPATRA
There's no reason that can't stil
happen.

MARK
Oh yeah?

CLECPATRA
| f we put our minds to thinking up
a plan - and don’t let the fathead
stop us fromcarrying it out...

CHUCKLE, then pull thenselves up short.

MARK

W're not... getting along, are we?
CLEGPATRA

Mn |1’mas disturbed as you are.

Let’s not nake a habit of it.
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10 INT. GAIUS'S OFFICE - NI GHT
Gai us looking fruitlessly over some docunents.

FULVI A
You know, Gaius, if you can't throw
your wei ght around and show a bit
of | eadershi p, then you ought to
step aside for sonmeone who can.

GAl US
The last man to throw his wei ght
around with the Senate got stabbed
to death by that sane Senate.

FULVI A
So you're scared, basically?

GAl US
Prudence is an inportant quality of
| eadership, that’s all. Alittle
caution goes a |ong way.

FULVI A
Too nmuch of it goes absolutely
nowher e.

GARDEN DOORS open as Mark and Cl eopatra re-enter; outside
ni ght atnos drifting in.

GAl US
Ah, there you are. You two finished
conpl ai ni ng about mne?

MARK
Just about.
CLEOPATRA
Any news?
GAl US
You' || be pleased to know t hat

we're able to convene the Senate
earlier than anticipated, so we
shoul d know where we are in-

MARK
Don’'t need ‘em nmate.

GAl US
Sorry, what?



MARK
We don’t need them While they al
get a good night’s kip, we’'re going
to act - and save those hostages.

GAl US
But we haven't got a pl an!
MARK
Oh yes we have.
CLECPATRA
We've cone up with a proposition
for you.
GAl US FULVI A
we? we?

FULVI A (cont' d)
You nean the two of you?

CLECPATRA
| ndeed. It’s not going to be easy,
but we believe it mght just
wor k. . .

END THE EPI SOCDE
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