
Art or Offense? The Thin Line of
Freedom of Expression on Campus

College is an amazing time for students to explore their creativity and

express their opinions. However, what happens when a piece of art created

by a student in class offends a classmate or violates campus "community"

rules? This scenario is not uncommon and can lead to serious consequences

for the student.

Art vs a School’s Codes of Conduct
Most colleges and universities have a code of conduct that all students are

expected to follow. This code outlines the rules and regulations that govern

behavior on campus and sets the standard for what’s considered acceptable

conduct. You may think that creating art is part of your self-expression,

especially if you’re pursuing a creative career, but creating an offensive or

controversial piece of art can actually be seen as a violation of the code of

conduct. This is especially true if it’s deemed to be discriminatory or harmful

in some way.

Examples of Art That Could Get a Student Into

Trouble
We all know that art is subjective and that one person’s Michelangelo is

another person’s outright insult.

Racist or Discriminatory Art:

Art that includes racist or discriminatory imagery, language, or themes can

be seen as a violation of a school's policy on discrimination and harassment.

https://www.studentdisciplinedefense.com/code-of-conduct-violation-hate-crimes


This includes artwork that denigrates a particular racial or ethnic group, or

that perpetuates harmful stereotypes.

Sexually Explicit Art:

Artwork that includes sexually explicit or pornographic content may be seen

as a violation of a school's policy on sexual harassment or creating a hostile

environment. This includes artwork that depicts sexual acts or nudity in a

way that is deemed inappropriate or offensive.

Violence or Gore:

Artwork that includes violent or gory imagery can be seen as a violation of a

school's policy on creating a safe and respectful environment. This includes

artwork that depicts graphic violence, blood, or other disturbing images.

Controversial Political Art:

Artwork that expresses controversial political or social views can also be

seen as a violation of a school's code of conduct, particularly if it is deemed

to be inflammatory or offensive to others. This includes artwork that depicts

controversial figures, events, or issues in a way that is deemed inappropriate

or offensive.

Protecting Your Educational Path:
While it’s completely fine to express one's opinions and be creative, it’s also

important to do so in a way that’s respectful and doesn’t harm others.

Understanding the school's codes of conduct and seeking legal advice if

necessary can help students navigate this complex issue and protect their

educational path. Violating your school’s code of conduct could lead to a

hearing before the school’s disciplinary board. If you’re found guilty, you

could be looking at sanctions ranging from suspension to expulsion.

https://www.studentdisciplinedefense.com/code-of-conduct-violations-sexual-harassment


Reach Out for Help
Creating art that is controversial or offensive can be a risky proposition for

college students. If you’re a student facing disciplinary issues due to your art,

reach out to an experienced education attorney for guidance.

Attorney-Advisor Joseph D. Lento and his Education Law Team have years of

experience helping students deal with academic discipline issues and can

provide valuable guidance and support throughout the process. By working

with a knowledgeable attorney, you can protect your rights and your

educational future. Even if your school says you can’t have a lawyer present,

the Lento Law Firm can help with everything from investigations to

interviewing witnesses

Reach out to the Lento Law Firm at 888-535-3686, or contact us online.
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