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Little Flower’s
95" Anniversary Gala

“Grounded in the Past,
Growing Into the Future?”

Six-thirty to nine-thirty
in the evening
Thursday, the ninth of May, 2024
at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s
Palm House

Honoring our Humanitarian Award Recipient
Karen Persichilli Keogh, Secretary to the Governor

Little

Flower

Children and Family
Services of New York
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A Message from Our President and CEO

Good evening and welcome! Last year, | shared Little Flower’s launch of
the Innovation Fund, our commitment to innovative programming that is
responsive to community needs. You, our Little Flower family of supporters,
responded—we raised funds to support a range of new programming,
including Parent-Child Interaction Therapy, a peer-to-peer foster parent
support group and a new music program for our residential

tfreatment center.

For our 95th anniversary, we are building on the success of our Innovation
Fund and taking even bolder steps into the future. | am thrilled to share our
innovative vision with you tonight for the first time. Your generosity enables
us to adapt to our changing environment and offer new and exciting

programs and services to connect with community members and meet their

needs while staying true to our mission of transforming caring into action.
Thank you for all your support!

Sincerely,

W rune H aronvve-



How to Donate

We hope you had fun with our silent auction, and that you were able to
bring something home to enjoy. You can also participate in our live giving

opportunity by raising your bidder card.

If you would like to make an online donation,

you can scan the QR code below.

To access wifi for the event, please use:

BBG Guest Wi-Fi

No password needed
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The Persichilli
Nieves Keogh Fami‘l%‘%

57‘{ proudly supports Little Flower in its

mission to improve the well-being of i

children, families, and individuals

with developmental disabilities-
in our community.
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About Our Honoree

Karen Persichilli Keogh, Secretary to the Governor

Karen Persichilli Keogh serves in the administration of Governor Kathy Hochul as
Secretary to the Governor, the highest-ranking appointed position in State government.
Before joining the Hochul Administration, Karen served as the Head of Global
Philanthropy at JAMorgan Chase & Co., where she managed $2 billion in global
philanthropic investments. She joined JPMorgan Chase in 2010 as Managing Director
and Head of State and Local Government Relations.

Prior to her time in the private sector, Karen served on then-Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton's senior staff as New York State Director and campaign manager for her
successful 2006 Senate re-election. She also managed U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand's
transition from the House of Representatives to the U.S. Senate and served as a senior
political advisor to Mayor Michael Bloomberg's 2009 campaign.

She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and has served on a number of non-
profit boards including the Stony Brook Foundation, iFoster, the East Hampton Trails
Preservation Society, Invisible Hands, the Diamonstein-Spielvogel foundation and served
as an ex-officio trustee of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

Ms. Keogh, affectionately nicknamed KPK, was born and raised on Long Island. She
received a Bachelor of Science in Social Work from Stony Brook University and a
Master's degree in Social Work from Columbia University. She and her husband live in

Brooklyn and are very proud of their beautiful daughter Jessica.



We are proud to support Little Flower
and so happy to celebrate
your 95" anniversary!

- Lynn Macrone and Family




About Little Flower

Little Flower Children and Family Services of New York is a nonprofit
organization serving children, youth, families, and individuals with
developmental disabilities across New York City and Long Island. Since 1929,
Little Flower has been committed to improving the lives and well-being of

community members across NYC and Long Island so they can thrive.

Ovur staff of more than 500 builds well-being by providing prevention services,
foster care, residential reatment care, adoption services, medical and mental

health services, and programs for people with developmental disabilities.

Here is an overview of the many people
and programs your contributions will help.

FOSTER CARE

While Little Flower’s ultimate goal is family reunification, we strive to meet
the immediate needs of the child by recruiting high-quality caregivers as
foster parents and appropriately matching them with children according to
their experiences, strengths and skills. Support is available through a variety
of services to ensure that each foster parent has the necessary resources to
create the best home possible for the youth in their care.

As the foster care environment changes, we attempt to meet the needs of the
community by offering a variety of specialized programs, such as the
Preparing Youth for Adulthood (PYA) program, as well as provide a

continuum of After Care services for youth exiting the foster care system.



More than 100 years ago, Monsignor
Bernard J. Quinn founded St. Peter Claver
Church in Brooklyn to minister to the
growing Black community. Soon after, he
founded Little Flower House of Providence
in Wading River to care for Black children
who lost their parents following
the Great Depression.

The Family of Monsignor Quinn
congratulates Little Flower
on their 95" Anniversary.

We are proud to continue to support Little Flower in
their mission to transform caring into action to improve
the lives of children, youth, families, and adults with
developmental disabilities.

To learn more about Msgr. Quinn, go to www.fatherquinn.org
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About Little Flower (cont'd)

ADOPTION SERVICES

Little Flower is committed to
finding permanent homes for all
children and adolescents who are
not able to return to their families
of origin because every child
should have guidance, stability
and love. Interested parents

undergo a thorough application

process, required training, and a
full home study before adoption is
considered. little Flower has
helped more than 5,100 children
find their forever families

since 1958.

FAMILY ENRICHMENT CENTER

Little Flower was one of nine
service providers chosen to
facilitate the opening and
maintenance of a Family
Enrichment Center (FEC), in
partnership with the
Administration for Children's
Services (ACS). Family

Enrichment Centers are family-

centered hubs throughout New

Little Flower’s Edison King and
ACS Commissioner Jess Dannhauser
based resources and support in a at the opening of the Bed-Stuy NEST

York City that offer community-

comforting and inviting space. By
community vote, our FEC was which stands for Neighbors Embracing
named The Bed-Stuy NEST, Strengths Together.



Rafferty Ho[cfings would like to congmtu[ate
Little Flower Children and Fami[y Services
on 95 years of service to our community.

~Michael, Kathryn, and the
entire Rafferty Fami(y




About Little Flower (cont'd)

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Little Flower has an unwavering commitment to providing quality services for
adults with developmental disabilities. Each person is assisted to maximize
their potential for self-care, social, emotional and physical development.
The dedicated team of administrators, direct care workers and clinicians

work together to provide a complete continuum of care.

We provide services in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island.
Little Flower’s population of more than 350 individuals with developmental
disabilities are offered Medicaid Service Coordination and two types of

residential programs:

o Family Care: Most of our supported persons live with families who are
certified by New York State and are supervised and monitored by Little

Flower staff

* Individual Residential Alternatives (IRAs) are small-group residences

that provides residents with opportunities for greater independence

11



HILTON

WWW.HILTONCM.COM

Hilton Capital Management is proud to
support Little Flower. Congrats on 95 years
of helping children, youth, and people with

disabilities blossom and thrive!
12



About Little Flower (cont'd)

HEALTH HOME

Health Homes is a care
management model designed to
help children in foster care gain
access to critical health care and
services that support their well-
being. As part of the

: Collaborative for Children and

( 7 ' Families (CCF), a health home of

more than 35 child-serving

agencies throughout NYC, Long
Island and Westchester, children
/‘ in our care have access to an
\ R extensive network of medical

and behavioral health providers.

MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Little Flower’s Mental Health and Medical Department utilizes a trauma-
informed, multi-systemic approach to provide children and families with
quality medical and mental health services to support their physical,

emotional, and general well-being.

Aligning with the agency’s commitment to the Sanctuary model, we aim to
heal the devastating effects on children and families of trauma, poverty,
racism, substance abuse, violence, and lack of opportunity. We do this
through the use of proven, effective mental health, medical, and

support services.

13
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Diamond Underwriter

The Persichilli Nieves Keogh Family

Platinum Sponsors

Family of Monsignor Quinn
Lynn Macrone & Family
Rafferty Holdings

Gold Sponsors

Charlie & Mike Brachlow
Hilton Capital Management

Silver Sponsors

EPIC Insurance Brokers & Consultants
Robert & Tara Griffith

Bronze Sponsors

Acumen Capital Partners LLC
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield
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Foster Parent and Youth Sponsors

Aetna
Community Care Rx
CBIZ Marks Paneth
The Difference Card
Lewis Johs Avallone Aviles, LLP

Flagship Sponsors

AABR, Inc.

Robert A. Abiuso, Esq.
Atlantic, Tomorrow's Office
COFCCA
Nina L. Collins
John and Laura Cangemi
Edgewise Energy
Enterprise Fleet Management, Inc.
John Nelson & Chris Engle
Nixon Peabody
Farrell Fritz, P.C.

Naomi Medvedsek and Joseph Barretto
One Purpose Performance, Inc.
Stinchi Landscaping, LLC
Suris & Associates

We'd also like to offer special thanks to...

-+ Carrie Relf, our special guest

~The Little Flower youth who made our beautiful centerpieces

~+ Cathy Ricci, our dedicated toy room volunteer «
~+Jim Shanahan from Gotham Color, who generously donated

the printing for the event invitations “ =
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About Little Flower (cont'd)

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT CENTER

"’"””W;ﬁg-d - ‘:
%

The Residential Treatment Center (RTC) is a therapeutic community based on
the belief that a healthy and enriching community helps people heal. It is
located on our Wading River campus. The RTC serves children experiencing
trauma, socioemotional or behavioral challenges or who are on the autism
spectrum. The young people reside in modern, home-like cottages and are
offered an array of enriching recreational programming.

The Inner Lights Program is a specialized residential treatment program for
children who need specialized medical or behavioral supports or who have
a physical disability. It offers a home-like environment that balances the

need for privacy with the need for supervision.

The RTC is also fortunate to have The Little
Flower Union Free School District (UFSD) on
campus. The UFSD, a Special Act Public
School, is for students with special
educational needs. It provides both
Residential and Day placements for children
in grades three through twelve. Teachers
focus on each child so that their education,
in tandem with the therapeutic milieu of the
RTC, offers the opportunity to reach their

highest potential.



ST JOHN'S RESIDENCE FOR BOYS

In 2019, St. John's Residence for Boys became an affiliated organization of
Little Flower. Located in Rockaway Park, Queens, St John's is a nonprofit
social services organization that provides residential foster care services to
youth up to age 21. The campus provides youth with daily care, education,
recreation and therapeutic services in an enriching environment. St. John's is
dedicated to helping youth grow socially and emotionally, achieve their

goals and return to their communities.
Residential Treatment Center

St. John’s Residential Treatment Center provides a structured therapeutic
setting for young people in foster care up to age 21. Youth live in family-
style apartments and receive counseling, social services, comprehensive
medical care, Preparing Youth for Adulthood services, career development,

community service, and recreational opportunities.
Non-Secure Placement

St. John’s Non-Secure Placement program provides long-term, residential
and supportive services for adolescent males placed by Family Court. The
program is connected to the city-wide initiative called “Close to Home,”
which allows young people involved with the court system to be treated and
rehabilitated closer to their communities.

18



We are proud to support
Little Flower
in their vital work
in our community!

-Robert and Tara Griffith

Insurance Brokers &

ral
Consultants

EPIC IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

LITTLE FLOWER CHILDREN
AND FAMILY SERVICES OF NY
95TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

B L

¢ AT EPICBROKERS COM
"024 Edgewood Partners Insurance Agency. All nghts resefrved
NY License: BR-823900 _




Louis Hansen and Father Quinn:
A Little Flower Story

by Veronica Quinn

| was fortunate to hear the story of Louis Hansen from his daughter, Marian
Hansen Isaac. Louis’ parents emigrated to the United States from St.
Thomas. In 1934, when Louis was just eight years old, his father suddenly
passed away and his mother was unable to care for him and his siblings.
Louis’s father had wanted him raised Catholic, so his mom arranged for him
to be raised at Little Flower’s orphanage in Wading River while his siblings

were placed elsewhere.

During his time at Little Flower, Louis was very proud of becoming an altar
boy, learning to swim, and being trained in the Merchant Marines (as so
many of the boys were). Father Quinn made sure that the youth received
training and referrals to many city and state agencies when they aged out

of care.

After leaving Little Flower at the age of 15, Louis began his life as a
Merchant Marine, traveling to many parts of the world to assist Military
efforts. He served proudly as a NYC firefighter and as a marine engineer on

the city’s fireboats.

Louis married Olga Garay, who had also grown up in an orphanage.
Together they raised nine children. Marian describes him as a wonderful
father, devoted to his family and providing for them lovingly. He continued
to be a devout Catholic and was heavily involved in church activities such
as the Knights of Columbus and the maintenance and care of his

parish church.

Louis Hansen experienced many hardships in his life. But he often spoke of
how grateful he was for everything he learned at Little Flower under the
tutelage of Father Quinn. He fulfilled his late father’s wishes and grew into a

truly successful Catholic man.

20



Our Board of Directors

We are grateful to the dedicated and caring individuals who volunteer
their time and talent in support of Litle Flower. The continued operation
and growth of our agency depends on the hard work and commitment of

our Board of Directors.

David Gilmartin, Jr. - Chair
Reverend Patrick J. West - Vice-Chair
C. Craig O’Neill - Treasurer
Barbara Catoggio Kullen, JD - Secretary
Robert Abiuso, Esq.

Bianca Buckridee
Mike Brachlow
John Corbett
Father Alonzo Cox
Thomas Doodian
Paul Garavente
Tiffany Graham
Reverend Matt Greco
Robert Griffith
Howard Nolan
Father Valentine Rebello
Tami Stark

Joseph Trainor
Board of Directors, Emertitus

Thomas K. Cullen
J. Keith Fell
Michael Rafferty


https://www.littleflowerny.org/thomas-k-cullen-2/
https://www.littleflowerny.org/j-keith-fell-2/
https://www.littleflowerny.org/michael-rafferty/

Our Executive Staff

Little Flower’s leadership takes on the responsibility and challenges of
protecting and caring for those the organization serves every day. Each
member of the team puts the needs of the children, families, and

individuals with developmental disabilities above all else.

Corinne Hammons, MPA
President & Chief Executive Officer

Matthew Bredes, CPA
Chief Financial Officer

Alissa Deakin, LMSW
Chief Program Officer

Kerri Smith, JD, LMSW
Chief Operating Officer

Madna Aubry, LMSW
VP, Foster Care, Homefinding & Adoption

Jennifer Horsley, MSW
VP, Executive Director St. John's Residence for Boys

Melinda Konigsberg, Psy.D.
Senior VP, Mental Health & Medical Services

Adnan Mahmood
VP, Information Technology and Services

Jennifer Nelson, LMSW
VP, Residential Treatment Center &
Therapeutic Foster Boarding Home Program

Jessica Rothkuo, MS
Senior VP, Strategy, Development and Communications

Deborah Washington, MEd, LMHC
Senior VP, Programs for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities

22
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Lawrence and Camille Hanson
would like to honor the
dedicated years of service
_provided by the nuns
of Little Flower.

May their selfless example
continue to infpire all to be of
service to their community.
May God bless them to
continue their work
in His image!
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Anthem.x29

Proud to be a sponsor of
Little Flower Children and

Family Services of New York

We join you in celebrating the 95th Anniversary Gala.

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem HealthChoice HMO, Inc. and Anthem HealthChoice Assurance, Inc. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield HP is the rade
name of Anthern HP, LLC. Independent licensees of the i i ciation. Anthem is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.
CA24040013137237
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St. John’s Residence for Boys
Board of Directors

We offer thanks and appreciation for the dedication and commitment of

the Board of Directors for our Affiliate, St. John's Residence for Boys.
Paul J. Garavente - President
Robert Abiuso - Vice President
Veronica Arikian
Monsignor John Bracken
Don Crawford
Corinne Hammons
Barbara Kullen
Michael O’Shea
Brian G. Schwagerl, Esq.
Joseph Trainor
Daniel Tubridy

Patrick J. West



C ONGRATS |

CAPITAL PARTNERS LLC

fiut- e Qo Cpefe Conn

Charlie & Mike Brachlow
Bianca Buckridee
Laura Cangemi
Corinne Hammons
Beth Kessenich
Bruce Quinn
Kerri Smith
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Past Little Flower Board Chairs

Tonight we look back with pride as we examine the long history of our

organization. We couldn’t have had this lasting community impact without

the strong and steady leadership we received from our board chairs.

Here's a look at the people who have led us through the years.

1929 - 1944: Bishop Thomas E. Molloy, S.T.D., Ph.D.

1944 - 1966:
1966 — 1979:
1979 — 1982:
1983 — 1987:
1988 - 1990:
1990 — 1992:
1992 - 1995:
1995 - 1999:
1999 - 2002:
2002 - 2006:
2007 — 2015:
2015 - 2020:
2020 - 2023:

Rev. Msgr. Edward P. Hoar, V.G.
Rev. Msgr. Charles E. Diviney, V.G.
Robert F. Nolan

Augustus A. Beekman

Dr. Ursula Gerry

William J. O’Brien

Thomas Giordano

Thomas K. Cullen

Arthur D. MecDermott

W. Douglas Singer

J. Keith Fell, Esq.

Leonard Scioscia

Howard H. Nolan



Notes
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Scan this QR code to
make a direct donation!

Little Flower

Children and Family Services of New York

www.littleflowerny.org
630 Flushing Ave. 2450 N. Wading River Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11206 Wading River,NY 11792
718-526-9150 631-929-6200
718-260-8840



