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28, chef at Birrieria Zaragoza in Archer Heights
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-> 4852 S Pulaski Rd (773-523-3700, birrieriazaragoza.com)

For someone who's still in his twenties,

you've amassed quite the résumé. How far
back does your culinary experience go?

The family restaurantopened in 2007, but
I'vebeen cookinggoatsinceIwas12to15
yearsold. Mydad started learninghow to
makethis birria[stew]in LaBarca, Jalisco,
where we’re from [in Mexico], and he brought
mewith him. Webuiltan oven in our backyard
here ontheSouth Side,and we would
basically cook two goats a weekend.

You struck out on your own a bit, most notably
at MasaAzul, before coming back to the family
restaurant. Do you see yourself opening your
own place in the next few years?

I'msohappy beingabletoshare both
everyday life and work life with my family.
IfIbreak offand dosomethingelse, 'mstill
representingthem, inaway. That’sbeen my
biggest takeaway from whatI'm doing right
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now:learningtodo things for everybody else,
notjustmyself, notjustmy career. It’smade
meabetterson.

Where do you like to eat when you're

not working?

Ilivein Logan Square now, butIalways
likesupporting friendsaround the South
Side.Ireallylove LaChaparritainLittle
Village (2500 S WhippleSt; 773-247-1402,
facebook.com/lachaparritagrocery.1).
AsfarasArcher Heights goes, check
outElSolazo (56008 PulaskiRd; 773-
627-5047, elsolazochicago.com)—my
friend Pepe owns that.Iactuallyjust
ranintohimatanother restaurant here,
amariscosjoint called E1Kora (5207
SArcherAve; 773-284-2484, facebook.com/
mariscoselkorarestaurant). They comeinto
my restaurant, Igointo their restaurant—
we gottasupporteachother.
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The most ridiculous
things we’ve overheard
in Chicago recently

e

“Their music
soundslike Dead
PoetsSociety and

appropriation.”

“Teethare
nature’s knife.”

“Ithink he
had histhroat
pierced.”

“Iliveinfearof
my Costcobill.”

“Thejukebox
isacoat
hanger now.”

“Always keep
your pancreas
inthedark.”

“Bring your
millennial
boyfriend.”

“Therewereso
many penises
inAustin.”

“Itis, asthekids
say,abop.”

Overheard any wild exchanges? Tweet us @timeoutchicago #wordonthestreet.




