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The House Theatre of Chicago (see 
Fringe & storefront). By Mark Guarino. 
Music by Jon Langford. Dir. Tommy 
Rapley. With Nathan Allen.

Rock journalist and Hideout 

regular Guarino’s new work uses 

Mekons and Waco Bros frontman 

Langford’s music as inspiration; 

it fi nds a good match in the 

House, which opens its seventh 

season by working with an 

outside writer for just the second 

time. The result is its most 

natural integration of storytelling 

and music since 2006’s Hatfi eld 

& McCoy.

Yet the storytelling doesn’t quite 

live up to the music, culled from a 

decade’s worth of Langford’s 

Bloodshot Records catalog and 

performed by a terrifi c onstage 

band. Guarino’s fantasia, inspired 

by Langford’s visual art as well as 

his 2004 solo album of the same 

name, depicts a fading country & 

western star (Allen) looking back 

on the indignities of his career. He’s 

guided by a portentous tumbleweed 

(Corri Feuerstein in one of 

costumer Debbie Baer’s more 

fanciful designs, charming in a 

seemingly unnecessary role).

Guarino’s script often sounds 

like—to quote Anderson Lawfer’s 

unctuous radio-host character—a 

“word jumble” of Old West tropes, 

all horizons and frontiers. The 

playwright takes far too long to get 

past introductions and let us in on 

where he’s going, and his dialogue 

occasionally lapses into self-

parody. Director Rapley’s visually 

gorgeous production (credit Baer, 

Rapley’s choreography and scenic 

designer Lee Keenan’s immersive 

interpretation of Langford’s 

aesthetic) leaves us at arm’s length 

emotionally. Lawfer and Chicago 

newcomer Patrick Martin, as 

Lofty’s dead brother Lefty, often 

rise above the rest of the 

ensemble’s doggedly fl at 

portrayals. Allen is as ever a 

charismatic presence but is stuck 

with reacting to what’s thrown at 

him rather than driving his own 

story. But there’s enough invention 

here to suggest a possible 

rejuvenation of the House’s old 

promise.—KV

All the Fame of Lofty Deeds

SKULL AND BROS Martin and 

Allen, from left, pick and grin.

Show of the week
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THE 2009-10
STEPPENWOLF PASS

Treat those on your holiday list this year
to the Steppenwolf Pass—

World Class Theatre that fits into their schedule.

Get 3 tickets to one show or 1 ticket to three shows, the Pass is
the most flexible way to experience our season. With quantities
limited, don’t miss out on the easiest way to enjoy any of these

exciting plays. Tickets are subject to availability.

steppenwolf

Order online at steppenwolf.org
or call 312-335-1650.

American Buffalo
December 3, 2009 – February 7, 2010

The Brother/Sister Plays
January 21 – May 23, 2010

Endgame
April 1 – June 6, 2010

A Parallelogram
July 1 – August 29, 2010

GIVE
THE GIFT
YOU’D WANT YOURSELF
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Job Name:  Synapse Prepare Job
Job Number:  V14
Proof Due:  Thu, Jul 4, 2002
Final Due:  Thu, Aug 29, 2002
Company:  Synapse Prepare Inc.
Contact:  Todd
Address:  18 PDF Lane
City:  Albertville
State:  BC  
Zip:     
Country:   
Office Phone:  555-555-1212
Email:  todd@synapseinc.com
Notes:  Please call if you have questions about this job
�


