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Kids Eat Free on Tuesdays*
*One free kid’s meal with each adult entrée purchased.

A special seven-item breakfast, one 
magnificent price. Three secret recipe 
buttermilk pancakes, two fresh eggs cooked
any way you like, and two strips of crisp
bacon or two sausage links.

Hungry for more? 
Try our new Tremendous Twelve®. Twelve
items for just $4.99: four pancakes, three
eggs, one order of crispy hashed brown
potatoes, and four strips of bacon or
sausage links.

Other Get Crackin’ 
breakfast specials 
available 6 a.m.–10 a.m.

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
ONLY $2.99
Available 24 hours, 
Monday–Friday

Magnificent Seven

Arvada •  8691 Sheridan Blvd.  •  303-427-5740 Denver •  1995 S. Colorado Blvd.  •  303-757-7155 

Golden •  1495 Simms St.  •  303-237-1339 Lakewood •  3244 S. Wadsworth Blvd.  •  303-989-7919

Westminster •  12015 Melody Dr.  •  303-452-6200

Tremendous Twelve

© 2005 The Restaurant Company of Minnesota

®

County needs to  
douse fireworks sales

It is totally beyond my com-
prehension why the county 
would allow fireworks sales 
to private individuals, giv-
en today’s concerns for inju-
ry, fire and noise. Not a single 
one of the numerous users 
I have questioned has indi-
cated they are being patriotic 
and are celebrating the birth 
of this country. They all do it 
for the thrill of the explosion 
and noise, frequently very late 
at night, so as to disturb the 
maximum number of people 
possible. The county commis-
sioners need to step up and 
take responsibility for this situ-
ation and make the necessary 
change in the law.
JOSEPH CREA
Arvada

Getting priorities straight
How can Jefferson County 

cancel DUI checkpoints dur-

ing the Fourth of July week-
end? It would be one thing 
if they were understaffed or 
didn’t have the money to put 
up checkpoints, but the fact 
that fireworks are the reason is 
despicable. I can’t remember 
the last time fireworks killed 
innocent people, can you? Jef-
ferson County needs to get its 
priorities straight and crack 
down on what matters, and I 
don’t mean fireworks.
ERICA GRUNDIN
Arvada

Highway 93 letter  
full of misinformation

Arvada letter writer G. Pate 
stated in a letter to the editor last 
week that Golden “permitted 
construction within the CDOT 
reserved right of way” (of state 
Highway 93).  Not true; neither 
Mitchell Elementary nor the 
retirement home is within the 
righty of way, and any six-lane 
superhighway would be with-
in the current right of way past 

Mitchell. Golden purchased 
right of way west of state High-
way 93 that will permit shift-
ing traffic away from the retire-
ment home and residences. 
The school provides no sales or 
property taxes to Golden; prop-
erty taxes on homes, by far the 
greatest development, do not 
cover the cost of city servic-
es provided to homeowners in 
Golden or Arvada.

State Highway 93 has been 
identified as part of a beltway 
corridor, but never by Golden.  
Golden has never proposed a 
high-speed freeway along the 
93 corridor, at most a divided 
four-lane parkway, similar to the 
Foothills Parkway in Boulder.   
During more than two hours 
of comments at the recent en-
vironmental impact statement 
public meeting in Golden, no 
one attacked Arvada. At the Ar-
vada meeting, attacking Gold-
en was the popular comment, 
based on misinformation like 
that in G. Pate’s letter. Golden’s 

position remains that the belt-
way connection is not needed, 
and other solutions to traffic 
congestion in northern Jeffco 
would be more effective and 
cost less.  Therefore, Golden has 
never pushed for a superhigh-
way through Arvada or any-
where else.
DICK SUGG
Golden

The answer to dog barking 
problem? Ask the neighbor

Yes, the city needs to change 
the way it handles nuisance com-
plaints. Constant barking of a dog 
is a huge problem for a neighbor-
hood. I realize that there is a fine 
line between picking on someone 
versus a real problem. So perhaps 
before a ticket is given to the dog 
owner, someone from animal 
management could talk to other 
neighbors to determine whether 
or not the neighborhood has a 
barking dog problem. 
SANDRA NICKERSON
Arvada

It’s no secret journalists aren’t at 
their height of popularity.

With cries of media bias 
from both ends of the political 
spectrum and high-profile laps-
es in judgment at places like the 
New York Times and Newsweek, 
our credibility is at an all-time low. 
However, I’ve discovered firsthand 
that when we do err, we need to 
own up to it and quickly correct 
the mistake.

A few weeks ago we ran an 
item in one of our newspapers 
about Jefferson County Treasur-
er Mark Paschall that was based 
on a rumor, not fact. It was an 
egregious error that should never 
have happened. Unfortunately, it 
did.

After taking several calls and 
answering a handful of e-mails 
from readers who were unhap-
py with us, I spoke with Mark. He 
was understandably frustrated 
and upset. I told him immedi-
ately that I knew we made an er-
ror and explained to him how we 
were going to try to make things 

right. To Mark’s credit, he was 
nothing but a gentleman, de-
spite our mistake. He graciously 
thanked us for correcting the er-
ror.

We ran that correction on the 
same page and with the same 
prominence as the original sto-
ry. It’s not something we can or 
likely will do often, but it was the 
proper response to this particular 
error. It’s also something many 
newspapers wouldn’t be willing 
to do.

That incident got me thinking 
about how we handle errors in our 
newspapers.

Typically, we will correct any 
misspelling of a name or factual 
error in any story. Those correc-
tions run in the first five pages of 
the newspaper in a box titled Cor-

rections. It’s how most newspapers 
handle all of their corrections.

When we correct an error, our 
policy is not to cast blame. The 
theory here is that you are more 
concerned with getting the cor-
rect information than you are with 
how the error was made. At least 50 
percent of the time, for instance, 
the error is made because a source 
provided us with inaccurate or in-
correct information. I don’t like to 
point the finger, however, because 
most — if not all — errors can still 
be avoided.

However, there are those in the 
field who believe citing the source 
of the error is important for our 
readers, our sources and our jour-
nalists. These journalists say they 
believe you should know how the 
error occurred. My personal feel-
ing is that these journalists are 
actually more concerned about 
passing the buck when an error 
occurs.

Still, I think there is merit 
in the notion that you should 
know how an error gets into our 

paper. Was it a reporter’s error? 
An editor’s error? Did a source 
in the story provide us with in-
correct information? These are 
all relevant questions. I just 
don’t know how much you want 
to know.

So, with all of that in mind, I’d 
like to hear from you. How would 
you like us to handle errors? Are 
you more concerned with having 
access to the correct information 
or do you want to know how the 
error occurred?

You can log on to www.
MyMileHighNews.com and talk 
about it on my editor’s blog, The 
Inside Scoop, you can e-mail me 
at mitchp@milehighnews.com 
or you can call 303-279-5541, ext. 
232.

Little by little, the more we in-
volve you in the process, the more 
likely we are to regain our credibil-
ity.

Mitch Pugh is the editor of the four 
Mile High Newspapers that serve Jef-
ferson County.

Tell us how to make it right Restrictions go into  
effect for teen drivers
BY CAITLIN SMITH
newsroom@milehighnews.com

After catching a movie at Colo-
rado Mills, Lakewood residents Eri-
ca Douglas and Yelin Lee resigned 
themselves to the fate of most 15-
year-olds — they waited for their 
ride.

Thanks to the new graduated li-
cense laws that went into effect July 
1, Douglas and Lee will have to wait 
even longer before they can get be-
hind the wheel and drive to the mall 
with their friends.

Late last week legislation went 
into effect restricting drivers under 
the age of 18 from having passen-
gers under the age of 21 for the first 
six months they have their license. 
Also, teen drivers may have only one 
passenger under the age of 21 for the 
second six months after they receive 
their licenses.

Exceptions to the new provisions 
include immediate family mem-
bers, medical emergencies and oc-
casions when a person of at least 21 
years, who has held a driver’s license 
for at least one year, is in the car.

Although the new red tape might 
put a wrinkle in their social plans, 

Douglas and Lee aren’t opposed to 
the changes.

“I think it’s good because if you 
get too many people in the car you 
get distracted,” said Lee.

Douglas, who went to the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles to get 
her learner’s permit that afternoon, 
agreed the law is well intended but 
is skeptical about its efficacy.

“It won’t be followed much,” she 
said.

If, as Douglas predicts, young 
drivers do not abide by the new 
rules, they can be fined as much as 
$50, and lose as many as two points 
from their licenses for each illegal 
passenger they are caught carrying.

Sixteen-year-old Chris Hoemke 
is one step closer to the freedom 

driving can offer — he just got a job 
so his parents would think about 
letting him get a permit. He is not as 
copacetic about the limit as Douglas 
and Lee.

“It’s punishing people for no rea-
son,” said Hoemke, who was train-
ing at the King Soopers in Golden. 

Manitou Springs Mayor Marcy 
Morrison is accustomed to hearing 
from people who have misgivings 
about capping the number of teens 
per inexperienced driver.

The former Colorado House rep-

resentative led an effective crusade 
for a more conservative protocol for 
minor drivers in 1999. However, de-
spite two attempts, she failed to sell 
passenger restrictions.

“I want to deprive them so they 
have a wonderful lifespan,” Morri-
son said.

Much like the members of the 
Colorado Teen Driving Coalition, 
which propelled the passenger re-
striction through the legislature this 
year, Morrison was motivated in part 
by startling statistics.

Last year 96 teens were killed in 
auto accidents statewide, 80 percent 
in accidents involving teen drivers, 
according to the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Besides the younger set, the new 
limits will impact parents.

“I can understand because of the 
need to concentrate, and to not goof 
around,” Karen Zborek said of the 
new limit when she dropped off her 
15-year-old son for a driving lesson 
at Rocky Mountain Driving Acade-
my in Lakewood.

Still, she has reservations.
“If they were to go to a movie ev-

eryone is in his own car and it’s not 
always good to be separate. There 
are some places where there is safe-
ty in numbers,” Zborek said.

Photo by CHRIS STARK

Larry Rickey of Rocky Mountain Driving Academy in Lakewood checks 
the parking job of Steven Zbrozek, 15, of Littleton. A new State law forbids 
drivers under the age of 18 from having more than one passenger under 
the age of 21 for the first six months of driving.

There’s safety in numbers? New law says ‘No’
LAWMAKERS JUST 
DON’T UNDERSTAND?
Passenger restrictions aren’t the 
only laws taking effect that will 
affect the driving life of teens:
• As of July 1, with some excep-
tions including school activities 
and employment, drivers under 
the age of 18 are not allowed on 
the road between 12 a.m. and 
5 a.m. Previously the curfew 
applied to drivers under the age 
of 17.
• On August 10, drivers under the 
age of 18 who have only a learner’s 
permit will be prohibited from driv-
ing with cell phones.


