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Marks the direct object.

Direct object: a noun that is the recipient of a transitive verb.
Transitive verb: a verb that is acting directly on a noun.

Transitive English Examples:
I took a cookie.

I mailed a postcard.

I ate takoyaki.

A verb is transitive if the sentence no longer makes sense without the direct object.
“I took” and “I mailed” don’t make sense by themselves. The verbs here are transitive. (SVO sentence
structure in English.)

If you take away the direct object and the sentence still makes sense but the meaning is different, the
verb is transitive. “I ate” makes sense, but it is not the same as “I ate takoyaki.” In the same context or
conversation, these sentences have different meanings.

This same concept applies to identifying transitive verbs in Japanese for using Z.

v~ N\

IFAZ LA £ T, [will read a book.
The reading will be done to the book.

% is the bridge that lets nouns be acted on by transitive verbs.

Noun -A/\- Verb

(7L 1F) <2F=&h LET, () will buy a car.
(7L 1F) Le LAZEY £T, (1) will take a picture.
(h7cL 1F) RIS ZE%& P X7, (I) will feed the cat.

Literal translation: (I) will feed (animal) food to the cat.

Verb + % + 93 (LX7Y)

9% means to do. So, it often pairs with & and a noun to mean that you do/are doing/will do
something. In this context, 9% is transitive because someone is acting on something to complete an
action and requires % .

(h7cL 1F) P Ew 5% LET, (I) play/will play baseball.
(7L 1F) V&3 LET, () cook/will cook.



Marks a specific location.
Marks where nouns are in space.
\ Used with non-action verbs.
Implies a static state of being/doing or a permanant location of being/doing.

L. as a Specific Location Marker:

C marks specific locations where nouns are or were. However, keep in mind that if any verb besides
a stat1c ver% is used in the sentence, (C will be replaced with C. Static verbs are explained more below
and on the ¢ handout.

DILDTATWDELIC HYV UV AEZ Y DT KEABHYET,

There are a lot of gas stations where I live.

HFAL®I ELD EICWEX L7, I went to Kyoto last week.

(< as a Marker for Existence in Space:
When used as a marker for existence in space, |C marks the direction where the subject is. These are
directions such up (9 Z), under (L 72), left ((*72V)), and right (& ¥).

R ] VAZIE BAB WD H-ED S ZIZHY £, The apple is on top of the teacher’s head.

|Z N aAveEZlx OM=YIZH Y £9, The convenience store is on the left.

[C as a Marker for Static Being/Doing;:

Static or non-action verbs in Japanese are those that are done for a relatively long period of time or
are (mostly) permanent. For example, where you live is a static condition and will take (. Other
non-action verbs include activities that are static, such as sitting down.

N <IE B WILIZ TATWET,, (My) family lives in a foreign country.
(H7zL 1E) WIIZTH Y HL7, (I) sat in a chair.

[C as a Marker for Time:
When it comes to time, it is important to remember that generic time references like every day (F UL IC
), next week (5 L Lw D), and this morning (17 &) do not take (Z. Specific times are marked with (Z.

(h7=L 12) TEAIEBLIC LT &N HYET, (I) have work at 8 a.m.

ML LwI<LEA LY SAIC 1<) £ L7z, He died at 19:30.
(Military time is often used.)




Marks a location of an action or event.

A\

Marks tools that are used to complete an action.

Marks the means by which an action is done.

C for the Location of Actions and Events:

When it comes to verbs, T is used to mark the locations of “true” action verbs. In comparison, [
marks the locations of non-action or static verbs. Verbs such as LX< (to go), H &% (to return), 7' 2%
(to return home), <% (to come), and I & (to live somewhere) are considered static. Locations that
describe these verbs will take (C instead. The locations of almost all other verbs will take T.

—= DL ) TIRAT Va¥ s LELE,
{ [ 4 I) went jogging at the park.
DL ) HDHWILPT FlcnEF L7,
I) worked at that company.

Ebf:b ) ZDLA RSV T ADNT— AV E~ELE,

I) ate spicy ramen at that restaurant.

C as a Marker of Tools or the Means to Complete an Action:

The means by which an action is done and the tools used to complete an action fall under the same
umbrella of use for T. Tools that are used to do an action, such as pens for writing and axes for
chopping wood, are marked with C. Modes of transportation to a location and what language you
use to speak are examples of the means you use to complete an action.

(7L ) 1F5bsHT WU ZEEYELT,
(I) cut my finger with a kitchen knife.

(D72l 12) DD HT IFATIGZ D2V ELT,
(I) built a bookshelf with a hammer.

(D7zL 1) RRAT ZWHKIZ WEEXT,
(I) go to college by bus.

IZIFATT Lo T2,
Please speak in Japanese.




Marks a generic/broad location.

“Around this/that area.”
/\ Marks compass directions.
Implies a direction of movement.
Marks letter and email recipients.

When ~ is used as a particle, it is pronounced “eh.” Its hiragana pronunciation is “heh.”

“\ to Mark General Locations and Compass Directions:

AN ."» When ~ marks a location that is a proper noun (like India or Tokyo), ~ implies
that the subject is around that area or is going in the direction of that location. When
compass directions are used, ™ marks the direction.

/AN O IIEE Elen& V& L7z, The plane flew north.
N : : N\ SRUE B TLAT A WE LT, The ship headed towards China.
2/ (D7l 1) XA LXRI ZT~NWEZE L7, (I) went to the area around Times Square.

N and Directionality:

~ and (Z can sometimes be used to say similar things. However, they’re slightly different. ~
inherently implies a sense of direction and movement. In comparison, (C states a location but has no
sense of where that place is relative to you.

ToWSO D BELHANZTET, A typhoon is coming to the (general) Okinawa area.
7oL BELHICEE L7, A typhoon came to Okinawa.

~ is used to say that the typhoon is coming because the typhoon itself has movement towards

Okinawa and ~ is marking Okinawa as a general/broad location. In the past tense (second
example), (C is used because there is no longer movement from the typhoon and you’re singling out
Okinawa (a specific location in this context) as the place where the typhoon hit.

~ is like the top of an arrow to show direction.

~N— N
PR
PUS

A for Email and Letter Recipients:
~ is also used in letters and emails to mark the recipient.

MEY B AE LA (to Kaori Sensei)
EHD FAE LA (to Tomono Sensei)
FH A8 (to everybody or everyone)



I vs A

IZ and 7" are similar in that they both function as subject markers. However, their specifics vary.
Generally, |3 functions as the standard subject marker and 7' marks subjects for emphasis.

Theme and Marking Parts of a Theme:
The basic function of (& is to mark the subject of a sentence or to introduce a theme. In sentences that
don’t use 7Y, & forms many standard sentence structures.

=M EZLEAE BH4HHT9, Takahashi is rich.
72T 5B IA T7 a7 LE L7z, Takeuchi fixed the air conditioner.

In these same types of sentence structures, 7' can be added in to identify a part of a larger theme that
is being emphasized. Here, |3 is used to introduce and mark a theme while 7' marks the part.

FTHAIRXITAVIE I3 bEAR TTavERBLELL,

In this example, 774 3% 773 is the name of a fictional air conditioning repair company —
Repaired Air Conditioning. The meaning of this sentence translates to “Speaking of Repaired Air
Conditioning, Takeuchi (a company employee that both speakers are familiar with) repaired (my)
air conditioner.” (& introduces the theme, but 7' identifies the subject that carries the meaning of the
sentence.

Another example:
oM, T VBILIAD £THWI®H LT, Speaking of authors, Osamu Dazai is very famous.

New and Old Information:
When distinguishing that something is new information to the speaker’s audience, 7" is used to mark
the subject. When everybody in the audience knows the information, (3 is used.

V=2 v T AVIDIEWESY £S5 Tl
George Washington was a president of the United States.

YT TF—IRB HObWIWELDLH LS T,

Sandy Cheeks is the mayor of that small town. (Information the audience didn’t know.)



I vs A

Attention and Judgement:

When it comes to scenarios that a speaker wants to draw attention to (good and bad), |% and 7" are
used. 7' is used to emphasize something that the audience should pay attention to. Though, this is for
scenarios that are exciting, cute, beautiful, interesting, etc. 7Y is not for bad scenarios as the statement
would then be judgmental. If the speaker is placing judgment, then (3 is used. In both cases, these are
in-the-moment observations.

Il HZ T ICLAHY £, Look! There's a rainbow over there.
PEDIRIC WEDHY £, There’s snow on top of the mountain (and you just noticed).

If you catch your sibling eating your snack, you might say [ & D EH LI $7-L D TY ]. That (from
far away) snack is mine.

Likewise, if you see a customer being rude to a cashier, you might tell your friend that [ # D D& & &
&% T, ] That person (a little way over there) is rude.

Contrast and Exclusion:
If you want to contrast two things (this is that but this other thing isn’t), | is used to mark both
subjects that are being contrasted.

W IXE ST WTT, THEF—RETUTE HDONWTT,

Utah is cold right now. However, it’s hot in Australia.

COWAHIE ENVTTAR ZDONAIE oL,
This color is pretty but that color is a little... (ugly and you don’t want to say it).

On the other hand, if you want to exclude something as different from a previously mentioned
subject, 7" is used to mark the subject that is excluded. Exclusion implies that the excluded subject is
different from a group. Otherwise, the remark would be a contrast (group to group or single subject
to single subject).

TRTDEALLIDVRIE BEEVTT A ZOVIH WEITABEEENTT,
All of the neighborhood houses are big, but this house is the biggest.

CDLARZYDTH—=MEBVLWTETAR LRIV H -4 TPIHLTT,
This restaurant’s dessert is delicious, but they are famous for their ramen.



I vs A

7* for Questions:
A' is used to mark the subject in £ D, £, 721, and &£ Z question sentences. Refer to Lesson 2 in
Genki for specifics on how to use these and other Z% % & words.

EDVay oYy oh 3§ EZADNavr Yy I)TEH,
Which backpack is yours, Suzuki? (The second ') 2v 7 %7 can be omitted.)

ENH I ETT A, Which of these do you like?
TEnAEEXY B, Who is coming?

Otherwise, |3 is used.

L A TI H, What is this?

r—xI& 7% — b TIH, Is dessert cake?

~NELE 1ZIZw DB TT D, Are snakes mammals?

A* for Statements of Existence:

Lastly, 7" is used to state that living things, people, and objects exist. This sentence structure can also
mean that you have a pet, sibling, boyfriend, etc. Remember that L\¥ 9™ (L1%) describes living things
and H Y £9 (H %) describes objects.

7B E T ! There's a bear!

W5 &AW E T, Thave a younger sister. Literal translation: There is a younger sister.
~y hHYLE T, Thave a pet. Literal translation: There is a pet.

I BIcENTAD ULET | Watanabe is here!

(At a restaurant) ¥ 21— A % Y £9, We serve juice. Literal translation: There is juice.



Vocabulary Mentioned

Vocabulary is listed in the order it appeared for each section.

%

| A - book

LHET (L) -toread

(%% -car

MWET (HD) - to buy

L+ LA - picture

EVET (£5) - to take

1 Z - cat

A & - animal food

P Y E9 (D) -to do, to feed animals
X Ew ") - baseball

V) £2 V) - cuisine, cooking (noun)

|

9 ATWLS (verb*) - to live somewhere
5 - town

HV ) RAZ K - gas station
7o<{ZA -alot

AL -last week

E&O & -Kyoto

D<A -desk

L&D 2 -novel

MEELT (D) - to write

YA Z -apple

A\ - teacher

#H7-% - head

2 A - up, on top of

1> E = - convenience store
0721 - left

ML < - family

MW Z < - foreign country
FTAT (TD) - to live somewhere
LY - chair

ITHYXL (THD)-tosit
ZHA-am.

LZ & -work

D1 - he

0L73% (72 Y XL7) - to die

*In the context 3°A T\ % is used in, it’s an adjectival verb.



Vocabulary Mentioned

T\\

IO A A -apark

2aF¥ 7 -jogging

MWL L* - company
F7coEE L7 (13725X) - to work
L X k7 - restaurant
Mo N - spicy

7 — X -ramen

TeXF LTz (7o%) - to eat
IZ5H &7 - kitchen knife
W - finger

SYELT (%) -tocut

N

29 & -airplane

=7z - north

EVEL (£8) -tofly
513 - ship

H ) Z < - China

CHWEL7 (L5 D) - to go towards

ZA LA XY LT - Times Square
WEEL7 (W) -to go

72UN5 - typhoon

££ 9 (<3) - to come

A A75 - everybody or everything

M 72205 - hammer

I A 7278 - bookshelf

2LYE L (2K%) - to make, to build
/N -bus

72D < - college, university

WEET (LW <) -togo

IZIZA Z - Japanese language

Lo T (LVD) - to say

{72&\ - please



Vocabulary Mentioned

£ and »°

FEH1DHDH -rich (money)
I )73 - air conditioner
BBELELT: (BB T) - to fix
Z57 - author

&TH -very

D5 LY - famous

77 X1 71 - America, United States
72WES Y £ - president
H LI LY - small

5 - town

L5 &9 - mayor

15 -look

[ L - rainbow

¥ £ - mountain

Wb = - snow

BH L -snack

O & - person

SE(ED -rude

W - now

1% - Utah

ST LY - cold (weather)
T% - but, however
F—X ;77 - Australia

&2\ - hot (weather)
LA - color

EMN LN - pretty

9T -all

E A L& - neighborhood
L X - house

HFEHZ\L -big

L X b7 - restaurant
7 % — b - dessert
HFLrL ULy - delicious

ZZ & & - concept for the group of which, this, and that words.

Yay 74y 7 - backpack
9 - to like

7210 - who

X9 (%) -to come
75 Ao/ 1512 - what

7 —% - cake

~E -snake

121299 %\ - mammal
7 < - bear

L5 & - younger sister
~y k- pet

¥ 21—X -juice



