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Academic Integrity 

What if your doctor or dentist cheated on their exams and now must examine you, would 

you trust them? No? Me neither, Academic integrity is a fundamental concept in higher 

education that revolves around the principles of honesty, trust, and ethical behavior in academic 

pursuits. It encompasses a set of values and ethical standards that students, educators, and 

institutions uphold to maintain the credibility and fairness of the learning environment. At its 

core, academic integrity is a commitment to producing one's work, giving credit to others for 

their ideas and contributions, and adhering to the rules and guidelines set forth by educational 

institutions. Therefore, what's the solution to this problem? Multiple universities conduct 

research that seeks to shed light on the fundamental problems that lead to academic misconduct 

by exploring the motivations behind students' dishonest behavior. It also aims to provide 

workable and efficient ways to encourage an ethical, responsible, and honest culture in 

educational institutions. The investigation of tactics and remedies will center on establishing a 

setting that promotes sincere learning, highlights the importance of individual work, and deals 

with the underlying reasons why people cheat. Hopefully promoting greater education to all.

Cheating in higher education is often driven by a combination of intense academic 

pressure and a competitive environment. The expectations placed on students to excel 

academically, whether by family, peers, or societal standards, can create a fear of failure that 

motivates some individuals to resort to dishonest practices. IAFOR Journal of Education Vol-5-
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Issue 2-summer 2017 PDF. “Nvivo software was used in the analysis of the themes that emerged 

from the data. This study discovered that friendship is manipulated, for it makes doing the right 

things unacceptable and things to be avoided like cheating seem right and acceptable.” In highly 

competitive academic settings, where success is measured by grades and positions, students may 

feel compelled to cheat as a means of gaining an advantage over their peers. The desire to secure 

top grades and outperform others in a cutthroat environment can lead to unethical behavior, 

undermining the principles of academic integrity. 

Academic cheating is frequently caused by a lack of awareness of ethical standards since 

some students may not receive adequate instruction on the value of academic integrity or the 

serious consequences of engaging in dishonest behavior. Thomas Keith | Nov 16, 2018 | 

Instructional design States “It may be as simple as looking over a classmate’s shoulder during a 

quiz or as elaborate as hiring a ghostwriter online for a course paper, but whatever the method 

employed, academic dishonesty harms the learning experience and gives cheaters an unfair 

advantage over those who abide by the rules.” Students lack knowledge about the genuine 

importance of honesty and the negative impacts of dishonest behavior on both personal and 

academic advancement due to educational gaps in communicating the ethical components of 

academic work. Universities can successfully reduce cheating in higher education by addressing 

these educational gaps and fostering a culture that values moral behavior. It is critical to put into 

practice tactics that not only emphasize the value of academic integrity but also give students the 

knowledge and skills they need to deal with ethical dilemmas in the academic setting. 

A thorough plan is required to discourage cheating and promote academic integrity. First, 

provide instruction to teachers and students by emphasizing ethical scholarship in your 

programs. Second, to establish a fair atmosphere, impose strict guidelines for academic integrity 
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How do I set up and follow up a quotation? 

Provide context for each quotation. 

 Attribute each quotation to its source. 

Explain the significance of the quotation. 

Provide a citation for the quotation. 

Revisit lessons on quotations 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/quotations/ 
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MLA citations follow specific conventions that distinguish them from other styles. In-text citations are also sometimes known as “parenthetical citations” because they are enclosed in parentheses. Most often, the author’s last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in parentheses at the end of the sentence. 
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Briefly introduce the source. Identify any important information about the source material, such as the author and/or pertinent background information. Use signal phrases to introduce source material; for example, words like states, suggests, claims, argues, and responds can be used to signal to a reader that a quote or paraphrase is being introduced. 

 

 



Colon 2

with defined penalties for infractions. Third, use technology to detect and stop dishonesty, such 

as plagiarism detection software. Lastly, engage the community to promote a shared commitment 

to moral behavior, including parents and graduates. CSUSM states “If you ever suspect a 

“ringer” or imposter may be taking an exam, notify the students that they’ll need to show photo 

ID when they turn in their exam; if they don’t have an ID with them, you won’t grade their exam 

until they show you one later”. Together, these tactics backed by data from studies and effective 

applications help educational institutions develop an integrity-focused culture. A lot of students 

need to learn how to use programs provided to them to succeed in college. 

In conclusion, it is impossible to overestimate the significance of academic integrity since 

it is the cornerstone of honesty, trust, and moral conduct in higher education. Just as you would 

feel uncomfortable being examined by a dentist or doctor who had cheated on their exam, 

academic integrity is essential to upholding fairness and credibility in the classroom. This study 

explores the causes of academic misconduct and offers workable remedies to promote a moral 

and responsible culture in educational settings. We can lessen the motivations behind cheating by 

addressing the pressure to perform well and the competitive academic environment. These 

tactics, which have been successfully implemented and are backed by research findings, are 

meant to foster an integrity-focused culture that is advantageous to both people and the 

educational community at large. 
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Work/ Works Cited: 

Review the content required for this particular source. Be sure to include all required source info for an MLA 9 citation. Check font and/or punctuation errors.  

Revisit lessons on MLA Works Cited 

https://owl.excelsior.edu/citation-and-documentation/mla-style/mla-works-cited/ 

 


