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By Holly Kingham

The death toll of Palestinians 
in Gaza has reached more than 
27,000 in over 120 of con-
tinuous bombing, following 
Hamas’ attacks in Israel on 
October 7.

There are thousands of Pales-
tinians and Israelis living in the 
UK whose lives and families’ 
lives have been affected by this, 

even from afar. 
St Mary’s masters student, 

Mohammad Joseph who is 
local to Kingston, was born 
and raised in Jerusalem and 
recently went home to visit 
family following the bomb-
ing in Gaza. 

Joseph has friends in Gaza and 
said: “Being away from them 
while they are suffering from 
this was tough. I was waking up 
every day checking Al Jazeera 

to see the latest news, straight 
to Twitter to hear news from the 
ground in Gaza […] My friends 
are all still going to work on a 
daily basis. I’m afraid for their 
lives and I’m away and can’t 
really do anything about it.”

He came to study in the UK in 
September 2023, shortly before 
the October 7 attacks.

Joseph said: “I came to Lon-
don in September, not know-
ing what was going to happen 
a month later, so to me it was 
still exciting. To be in London, 
the media capital of the world, 
studying sports journalism, cov-
ering the sports I loved. It was 
all very exciting at the start.”

He recalls the day he heard 
about the attacks and Israel’s 
response. “I remember my mum 
calling me and she said what 
had happened and that they’re 
bombing Gaza and I remember 
thinking, another war? How can 
this keep happening every time 
these people rebuild?”, he said. 

Whilst in the UK, Joseph 
heard about the loss of an 
old classmate who had been 
shot and killed.

“He was a normal kid, he 

wasn’t doing anything, it 
was the wrong place at the 
wrong time.”

South Africa recently accused 
Israel of committing genocide 
against the people of Gaza, 
in a case at the International 
Court of Justice. Joseph said: 
“We’re forever grateful for 
South Africa for stepping up 
and deciding to speak for us.”

Israel responded to this in 
their defence at the ICJ, claim-
ing that South Africa presented 
a “profoundly distorted” view.

Joseph said: “I know that 
the actions that happened on 
October 7 were inhumane 
but you have to understand 
people have been living in an 
open-air prison for the past 70 
years…This has not just been 
happening since October 7.”

There is a long history to the 
conflict on both sides. Joseph’s 
own family has been affected 
by this history, some being 
displaced to Jordan years ago 
due to previous conflicts with-
in the region.  

Joseph said how important it 
is to him to speak up for the 
people suffering and for his 

country, the land that one 
day he would like to raise 
a family in. 

“People in Palestine are 
just asking to have normal 
lives. We don’t want to pass 
a checkpoint every day [...] 
Back home they’re just wait-
ing for a solution, waiting to 
hear something positive.”

Watching the conflict from 
afar was an eye opener for 
Joseph, to see the strength of 
the people on the ground in 
Gaza.

“Being far away from my 
country made me realise how 
important my country is […] 
Seeing the resilience and the 
willpower that these people 
have in Gaza [...].”

The conflict has had far 
reaching consequences for 
students with families on both 
sides. If you’ve been affect-
ed by the unfolding story the 
university has help available, 
which can be accessed through 
the student wellbeing hub. 
There is a multi-faith team of 
voluntary faith advisers who 
are also available for advice, 
support, and prayer. 

Studying away from home during the Gaza war 

By Josh Smith

Dr David Marjot made history 
as the oldest person to gradu-
ate from Kingston University 
earlier this month, achiev-
ing a master’s degree in MA 
Modern European Philosophy 
at the age of 95. 

Embarking on a two-year 
part-time study, Marjot leaves 
Kingston with a merit. 

He has beaten the previ-
ous Kingston record held by 
a 93-year-old graduate from 
1994 and is just shy of the 
UK’s oldest-ever graduate, 
96-year-old Archie White who 
graduated from the University 
of Brighton in 2021. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed it, it’s 
been a real challenge, and I 
was well taught,” he said.

“I was chuffed to bits to 
get a degree and I was very 
amused to discover I was such 
an old bloke at the place.”

 Marjot attended the grad-
uation ceremony at The 
Rose Theatre with his son 
and his son-in-law. 

He received a thunderous 
standing ovation from every-
one in the auditorium as he 

crossed the stage to receive 
his degree. 

Describing the ceremony, 
Marjot said: “It was a lovely 
day, and I wouldn’t have 
not had this experience, it 
was priceless.”

Professor Stella Sandford 
who taught David said: “It 
was like the whole auditorium 
recognised that it was some-
thing really special, it was 
really touching.” 

A psychiatrist throughout 
his professional career, Mar-
jot was last in education in 
1952 when he qualified to 
become a doctor. 

While he never formally 
studied philosophy before 
undertaking this degree, he 
had always been interested in 
philosophical questions in his 
professional work. 

He is using the degree to 
further his observations on 
how philosophical teach-
ings can be applied to the 
practice of psychiatry. 

“It’s a companion to be 
with me that I can look to, to 
think about things and find 
things out,” he said.

“The degree was delightful, 

and the grade was always wel-
come, but it was the course it-
self that moved me.”

Marjot is now looking to 
write a book about the post-
war history of psychiatry, 
which the philosophy degree 
will help him with.

This will be the third book 
that he has written, following 
The Diseases of Alcohol and 
Addiction: A Kind of Loving.

Offering advice to those 
considering re-entering ed-
ucation, Marjot said: “Don’t 
hesitate to be bold and do 
something quite different, I 
would say that it’s great fun 
to learn something new.

“Don’t think that you can’t 
do it, we underestimate our 
talents often, think we aren’t 
good at something when per-
haps we aren’t always right.”

Professor Peter Hallward, 
another of Marjot’s teach-
ers said: “David helped to 
put a lot of the questions 
we were discussing in our 
classes (about social rela-
tions, power dynamics, the 
nature of capitalism) into 
perspective, and consistent-
ly offered valuable points of 

comparison with earlier his-
torical moments.”

Sandford told the story of  
Marjot’s unique contribu-
tions to class when she dis-
cussed French philosophy 
in the late 1940s. 

“When I first interviewed 

David, we were talking 
about this philosophy and he 
said, “I was in Paris in 1947” 
and it was like wow he was 
actually there. It was really 
amazing to think that he had 
actually been there it was 
fantastic,” she said.
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