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The troubled Conservative Party 
is losing support from Gen Z and 
millennials - significantly more 
so than other generations, aca-
demics have warned.  

The latest polling shows that 
only one in 10 people under 40 
in the UK will vote Tory at the 
next general election. 

“You’ve never had a majori-
ty of young people across the 
country voting Tory, but what 
appears to be happening is that 
fewer people are moving to-
wards the Conservatives as they 
grow older,” said Dr Peter Finn, 
senior lecturer in politics at 
Kingston University. 

One main factor contributing 
to this is the decline of upward 
social mobility across the UK. 
“If the gap between the rich and 
poor is very large, then it will 
be harder for people to move 
up the socio-economic ladder,” 
said Dr Simon Choat, head of 
the department of economics at 
Kingston University. 

Homeownership has become a 
significant area of inequality be-
tween generations in the UK. 

The number of 25-to-34-year-
old Brits who own their own 
home is 22% lower than in 1990, 
compared with 8% in Germa-
ny, 6% in the US and just 3% in 
France, according to the Finan-
cial Times. 

“It’s unaffordability, price ver-
sus wages,” explained Dr Rex A 

McKenzie, senior lecturer in eco-
nomics at Kingston University. 

“House price increases have 
outweighed wage increases for a 
number of years and that has a lot 
to do with government policies.” 

The average house price in 
the UK has risen by 239.8% 
since January 2001, while the 
average wage has only in-
creased by 117.4%, according 
to government data. While in 
London, the average house 
price has risen by 297.3% in 
the same period.

“The Tories have complete-
ly failed the country and have 
caused the massive wealth dis-
parities we see,” said Felix But-
ler, 24, a member of the Kingston 
Labour Party. “Home ownership 
is barely a dream due to rents be-
ing so high… aspirational think-
ing isn’t present in the way it’s 
been in older generations.”   

However, addressing high 
house prices presents a dilemma 
for governments. For many peo-
ple, housing wealth has compen-
sated for stagnating wages, with 
this housing wealth being used 
to preserve living standards. 

This is especially difficult for 
the Conservatives as homeown-
ers are more likely to vote Tory, 
so lowering house prices would 
negatively affect their support, 
Choat explained. 

Another factor contributing to 
declining social mobility among 
young people is the challenging 
landscape of job opportunities, 

with the expansion of the gig 
economy meaning that secure, 
well-paid jobs are increasingly 
hard to come by.  

Then there is austerity. Cuts 
to social services by successive 
Conservative governments have 
exacerbated regional inequal-
ities and negatively impacted 
young people. 

Along with economic dispari-
ties, there seems to be a growing 
misalignment in values, particu-
larly since Brexit. 

The number of 18-34-year-
olds who said they “strongly 
disliked” the Conservative party 
was around 20% before the 2016 
referendum but has more than 
doubled in the years since, ac-
cording to Focaldata. 

“Brexit has had a negative ef-
fect on economic growth, which 
is slower than it would have been 
if we had remained members of 
the EU, meaning that as a coun-
try we are poorer than we would 
have been,” Choat said. 

It has also restricted the oppor-
tunities of young people because 
it is now much harder for young 
people to live, study and work in 
other European countries.

 Another source of a mis-
alignment in values is in are-
as around identity politics and 
the culture war, which can be 
perceived as “off-putting and 
mean” says Finn. 

He uses the example of the 
Rwanda Policy as not only an in-
effective policy that has cost lots 

of money but also a policy that is 
unappealing to  younger voters. 

“The Tory party refuse to 
conduct politics in a positive 
way - they consistently allow 

attacks from party members 
and MPs on trans people, ref-
ugees, Muslims, and disabled 
people,” Butler said. “As a 
whole they stoke division.”

By Josh Smith

The Kingston University Stu-
dent Union bar has long been 
where students of all ages, 
courses and backgrounds could 

Student Union bar: Fancy taps and no soul
By Tyler Law congregate. Despite its humble 

appearance, marked by crowd-
ed spaces, the bar had a palpable 
sense of camaraderie, warmth 
and community. However, after 
recent changes, some students 

have noticed a difference be-
yond the removal of weathered 
faux wood flooring.

Kingston University parted 
ways with catering company 
Elior and since August 1 2023, 
Aramark has been in charge of 
the catering and hospitality ser-
vices across the University. 

Since Aramark has taken over 
students have noted a more cor-
porate feel to the bar, “there are 
concrete floors and fancy taps, 
everything is very swanky... peo-
ple would kind of rather have 
a run-down space and cheaper 
drinks,” said one student. 

From 2021 to now drink costs 
have gone up from roughly £2 
per pint to £3.50 with some oth-
er basic drinks going for £5.50. 
While the inflation of drink 
prices can hardly be attributed 
to Aramark alone, the effects of 
the rise in prices have been felt.  
“The culture’s kind of switched 
from casual drinking to instead, 

saving up and going hard on the 
weekends,” said one Knights 
Park bar staffer. 

The bar was once buzzing 
with daily visitors, however 
according to the staff we spoke 
to it has experienced a notable 
decline in foot traffic. One stu-
dent said: “People would come 
here every day. Not even to 
drink but to sit and hang out 
too, because you’d be around 
other creatives and like-minded 
people.” The bar located at the 
Kingston School of Art offered 
a safe space for all students to 
make friends or meet future col-
laborators. 

What was once a place where 
people would mingle, or net-
work freely has become a com-
munity a little more divided. 
“The majority of people who 
come here are third years… 
second years come sometimes 
and first years pretty much nev-
er come,” said another student. 

The segregation of year groups 
and ages marks a divergence 
from years prior when “every 
Friday we would come here to 
meet, and we’d all go to a party 
or somewhere together. It’s not 
that melting pot anymore.” 

When asked why the change 
in catering companies from El-
ior to Aramark the KU press 
office said: “Aramark is highly 
regarded for its commitment 
to customer engagement and 
boasting strong sustainability 
credentials, it has extensive ex-
perience of operating in the ed-
ucation sector.”

While the Knights Park bar 
still offers good times to be had 
and a variety of events, some 
cannot help but wonder if the 
welcoming community space it 
once provided has lost a little bit 
of its heart.

Aramark was approached for 
comment, but it did not respond 
before press day.
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