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Continued from front page: 
Kingston University has taken 
a no-nonsense approach to 
academic misconduct, with 

six students expelled from 
the university last year, on a 
permanent basis.

Lecturers are all well-versed 
in how to catch students cheat-
ing. This paired with the Turni-

tin software adds to the difficul-
ties students will face in getting 
away with it.

Students who are caught com-
mitting academic misconduct 
are called in to a formal hear-
ing with the academic board to 
explore whether the student has 
“gained an advantage over an-
other” by cheating.

Admitting to your crimes 
can help you receive a reduced 
penalty but students can also 
plead their innocence. If 
you’ve been asked to attend 
a hearing the student union 
advises you to keep notes, 
working drafts and revision 
notes as hearings can happen 
weeks after the submission 
date. 

“[Students should also] 
contact the faculty to confirm 
whether you can attend and 

inform them you are bringing 
an observer,” Union of King-
ston Students

KU biological science alum-
ni, Adefolaju Thomas was cau-
tioned for committing plagia-
rism in the last academic year 
and spoke about the tension of 
being involved in an academ-
ic misconduct case in his final 
year: “I’ve been at the univer-
sity for three years and to think 
that all of that hard work would 
become nothing after I didn’t 
reference properly. Luckily it 
worked out in the end.”

If unfortunate enough to 
have been penalised, the reas-
sessment board can allow you 
the opportunity to repeat the 
module in the following aca-
demic year.

The rise of AI software such 
as Chat GPT further compli-

cates the issue as it allows for 
the generation of fully refer-
enced essays in mere moments. 

Unacknowledged use of AI is 
counted as plagiarism under the 
university’s regulations, but the 
use of an official AI detector has 
not been implemented due to 
fears of false positives.

A Kingston University 
spokesperson said: “Kingston 
University does not condone 
any form of cheating. It is com-
mitted to teaching its students 
about the principles of good ac-
ademic prac-
tice and why 
it is always 
important 
to act with 
academic 
integrity.”

River reveals over 200 
students caught che ting

On February 24 we approach 
the second anniversary of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, which 
has caused widespread catastro-
phe for Ukrainians worldwide. 

Among those affected is King-
ston resident Alina Ledino-
va who fled her home in the 
war-torn eastern Sumy region 
of Ukraine, an area that was 
struck by war on the first day of 
Russia’s invasion. 

While Alina and her son 
found refuge in the UK, her 
husband remained in Ukraine 
to serve in the military. 

For Alina, the most challeng-
ing aspect was worrying about 
her husband’s safety, who she 
has not seen since he joined the 
army, but they try to remain in 
contact as much as possible. 

“I remember how I didn’t sleep 
at night if I didn’t hear anything 
from my husband, it’s very diffi-
cult,” she said.

“I can see how my husband 
has changed, I hope I will be 
able to help him and support 
him, his mental health and 
mental wellbeing.” 

Positioned on the frontline, 
her husband sustained injuries 
that required hospitalisation. 
Fortunately, he is making a 
good recovery.

“I always say to him at least 
you are alive, it’s the most im-
portant thing,” she said. 

But she has other friends and 
family that remain in Ukraine.

She tries to stay in contact 
with them whenever she can but 
communication can be difficult, 
and some have not survived. 

“It hurts me very much be-
cause I also lost some of my 
friends and colleagues,” she said. 

Alina relocated to Kingston in 
May of 2022 through the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme and stayed 
with a host family. 

Despite the difficulties that 
they faced, she and her son 
adapted well to life in Kingston. 

There is a large Ukrainian 
community in Kingston which 
has helped them to adjust, as 
has the welcoming environment 
that they were greeted with. 

“What I appreciate in King-
ston, and the UK in general, is 
how polite and respectful peo-
ple are, they’re supportive and 
friendly,” she said. 

Alina got a job at Kingston 
Council’s United for Ukraine 
team and has since moved on to 
become the housing register and 
rehousing officer. 

This has made it difficult for 
her to decide whether she would 
like to return to Ukraine once 
the conflict is over. 

“It hurts me that I will have to 
start from the very beginning 
because I have a good job here,” 
she said.

“We have somewhere to live, 
we have friends, we managed 

to have our own network in this 
area, and my son is very happy 
to stay here, he likes his school.” 

However, remaining in the 
UK is not guaranteed. The 
Homes for Ukraine scheme was 
a short-term solution which al-
lowed people to stay in the UK 
for up to three years. 

Around 195,000 Ukrainians 
arrived in the UK, and fewer 
than a third intend to return to 
Ukraine once those three years 
are over, according to the UK 
Humanitarian Response In-
sight Survey. 

This leaves several Ukrainians 
like Alina stuck in limbo, add-
ing another layer of uncertainty 
alongside the future of the war.  

“I worry about my future,” she 
said, “I do hope that we will get a 

resolution about our visas, about 
our status here in this country.” 

While Alina found her own  
flat in Kingston, this has not 
been the case for many  other 
Ukrainians in the UK. 

Bassam Mahfouz, director 
at Refugee Action Kingston, 
said that the biggest problem 
facing Ukrainians in the UK is 
housing uncertainty. 

Once Ukrainians leave their 
host families, it is up to local 
councils to find suitable accom-
modation, which is difficult in a 
broken housing market he said. 

Dr. Egle Rindzeviciute, Asso-
ciate Professor at Kingston and 
author of articles on Eastern Eu-
ropean culture and politics, said: 
“Britain has huge housing pres-
sures and so it’s difficult to find 

long-term working solutions for 
refugees… we’re looking at very 
specific infrastructural con-
straints in Britain.” 

Reflecting on the situation 
in Ukraine, Mahfouz noted 
the effectiveness of the 
British government in helping 
Ukrainian refugees but found 
an absence of support for 
other vulnerable groups.

“We saw how welcoming, 
open and supportive people 
were when people are going 
through the trauma and the 
horrors of war, and that was 
being shown to one group 
of people, but it wasn’t being 
shown to people from other 
countries where we know the 
same situation is happening,” 
he said.  
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