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Do KU female students 
feel safe on nights out?
An investigation by UN Wom-
en UK in 2021 found that 86% 
of women aged 18-24 have 
been sexually harassed in pub-
lic spaces, most commonly by 
cat calling or whistling.

We spoke to female students 
in Kingston about how they 
feel when on nights out in 
the borough. 

KU student Grace Riley-Stiff 
said: “Walking through the qui-
et back streets can be scary. 
Even waiting outside the pub 
for your friend alone is scary.”

Riley-Stiff added she has had 
annoying encounters with men. 
“I remember times quite often 
when men are irritating and 
don’t leave you alone, which 
can make you feel uncomfort-
able. I don’t love clubbing and 
I know friends that have had 
terrible experiences of drink 
spiking and more.”

Kingston student Dharmi 
Dave said: “I can’t say I 

have had a bad experience 
on a night out in Kingston. 
However, having heard a 
few scary stories, it’s very 
likely that I’d only go in a 
big group. Sometimes, if I am 
only accompanied by female 
mates, it gets scary to get 
back home at 3am so we get 
an Uber instead of walking or 
public transport.”

Meanwhile, Robyn Martin, 
a 23-year-old graduate, said 
she has often faced confronta-
tions with men. 

Martin said: “On nights out 
in Kingston, large crowds of 
men can get rowdy, forcing 
themselves into your group’s 
conversation which often re-
sults in defensive arguments. 

“Generally, I feel safe when 
out in Kingston, but I also al-
ways must remain cautious as 
I know I face a lot of threats 
if I allow myself to become 
slightly intoxicated.” 

Many of Kingston’s local 
bars and clubs pride them-

selves on the safety offered 
at their venues. Bars such 
as O’Neill’s, Wetherspoons, 
Bacchus and Przym all have 
security on the door at night-
time. Some places also have 

an ‘Ask for Angela’ safety in-
itiative in place. 

If you ask a staff member for 
‘Angela’, the code word alerts 
them that you need help. This 
might be through getting you 

a taxi, alerting security to your 
situation or getting the police. 
The female bathrooms will 
have posters of the initiative 
and more information to aid 
you at the specific venue. 
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Kingston aims to be most biodiverse borough in London
By Josh Smith 

The water vole is under serious threat from habitat loss.        Photo: Simon Litten/ Shutterstock

Kingston Council’s Bio-
diversity Action Plan has 
aimed to help protect local 
habitats and species, as well 
as introducing routes for 
wildlife to travel across the 
borough safely.

Elliot Newton, Kingston 
Council’s Biodiversity Officer, 
says the plan is aimed at re-
versing the ‘biodiversity crisis’ 
that the UK and the rest of the 
world is facing.

One in six wildlife species 
is at risk of becoming extinct 
in the UK. According to The 
State of Nature Report, the 
main cause of this decline is 
human activities that cause 
habitat loss.

Work is already afoot locally. 
Chris Gardener, Head of 
Science at The Southeast River 
Trust, says that brown trout is 
locally extinct, but they are 
currently restoring the habitat 
so they can be reinstated. 

Water voles, semi-aquat-

ic rodents, were also locally 
extinct but have started to be 
reintroduced to the borough.

Newton said: “At a local lev-
el if we really want to engen-
der change and have a wilder 
society we have to think ‘what 
can we do here in Kingston to 

improve biodiversity?’” 
The most effective way of 

creating that change is by rais-
ing awareness of nature locally.

He said another way is 
by accepting ecologically 
friendly changes in our daily 
lives. Cutting grass shorter to 

keep it looking tidy is eco-
logically damaging and “has 
really detrimental impacts 
for the wildlife population”. 

More wildflowers are also 
beneficial because they at-
tract pollinators like bees 
and moths.

These insects help with 
food production by spread-
ing pollen. The number of 
pollinators in the UK has 
fallen by 18% since 1970, 
according to The State of 
Nature Report.

Himali Patil of The Com-
munity Brain, a non-profit 
organisation that has part-
nered with Kingston Coun-
cil as a part of the Biodiver-
sity Action Plan, agreed that 
effective change “has to 
start from the grassroots”.

However, she admited 
that “people can only do 
so much” and that some 
onus must be put on local 
government.

“A lot of the things are in the 
council’s hands,” Patil said. 

Newton agreed that govern-
ments around the world must 
step up to the challenge of 
protecting our environment.

“We need the highest gov-
ernments to prioritise the 
health of our planet,” he said. 


