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I. Alderson-Broaddus College Commitment to Appalachian Region  
 
Alderson-Broaddus College is an independent institution of higher learning, committed 
to serving the region as an academic resource and an economic engine for Barbour 
County and surrounding West Virginia communities. The College deeply values its 
Appalachian heritage and seeks to foster the same dedication to the region among its 
students, faculty, and staff. 

II. Project Description 

Working in cooperation with federal agencies, the State of West Virginia, regional 
county governments, and private funding sources, Alderson-Broaddus College plans to 
establish an Entrepreneur Center (the Center) that will encourage start-up and 
expansion of small businesses. The resources of the Center will also be available to 
and benefit surrounding communities in WV. The primary goal of the Center is to attract 
promising entrepreneurial start-ups that will stimulate economic and socioeconomic 
growth to the region. Secondary goals of the Center include serving as a career 
counseling and business education resource for the unemployed and first-time job 
seekers. The Center will be housed within the former Broaddus Hospital building 
located on campus after funding has been secured for renovation completion and 
program implementation.  

III. Proposed Budget & Committed Funding 

Total funding for plan implementation is estimated to be $15.6 million (based on 
professional project estimates received to date).  

A private donor has already committed in-kind contributions which include asbestos 
abatement, mold remediation, and renovations which have already begun in order to 
return the former Broaddus Hospital to a shell building. A clean building and grounds 
will be turned over to the College on or around December 31, 2011 with an expected 
appraised value of $10 million.  

Other non-federal funding opportunities being explored: 

Appalachian Regional Council 
Ashland Oil Foundation 
JP Morgan Chase Foundation 

 

 

 



IV. Request for Project Specification Feedback and Financial Assistance 

Alderson-Broaddus College wishes to obtain project specification feedback and financial 
assistance from its representative(s) in Congress, specifically, in executing this vision 
for the Center. 

V. Goals and Objectives  

 The Center will enhance and stimulate job growth and economic development in 
Barbour County and the surrounding Appalachian region.  

 Promising start-ups will be invited to apply and submit their business visions, 
plans and financial projections. After review, those selected will be invited to 
incubate for up to five years.  

 After five years of incubation and receiving business assistance and coaching 
from resources located within the facility, such as the Barbour County Chamber 
of Commerce, business and marketing students enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus 
College and its faculty, the business will graduate into traditional commercial 
space within the region.   

 A team of business experts drawn from the College, Barbour County community, 
and the State of West Virginia will evaluate proposals. Applications will be judged 
on viability and propensity for job creation.  

 Project will employ local contractors, sub-contractors and tradesmen. 

VI.  Benefits 

 By participating in the incubator, start-up businesses will benefit from affordable 
office space and central business system resources, such as copiers, faxes, 
phones and conference areas for simulated and actual meetings.  

 Start-up businesses will also benefit from the comradeship of fellow 
entrepreneurs, which will 1) provide moral support and encouragement; 2) create 
a center for business-related knowledge and mentorship; and 3) establish a 
network of professionals for future partnership endeavors. 

 

 

 

 



VII. Alderson-Broaddus College Contact Information 

Primary Contact:  

Richard Creehan, President 
101 College Hill Drive  
Box 2035 
Philippi, WV 26416 
E: creehanra@ab.edu 
T: 304.457.6317 
 

Secondary Contact:  

J. Nikky Luna, Vice President of Institutional Advancement 
101 College Hill Drive 
Box 2154 
Philippi, WV 26416 
E. lunajn@ab.edu 
T: 304.457.6203 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1  Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exterior Photos
Former Broaddus Hospital

Front view facing campus

Side view facing campus side entrance



Chandler Wing side view

Side and back views facing back of campus



Mold remediation 

Water damage in main stairwell

Interior Photos 



Second floor damage 

Third floor damage



Interior Photos
Preliminary renovations 

Chandler Wing

Side room off Chandler Wing



Main room from entrance

Main hallway entrance



Appendix 2  State and County Quick Facts 

 

People Quick Facts                                 Barbour County           West Virginia 

 Households, 2005-2009                                               6,107                             746,419  
 Persons per household, 2005-2009                              2.49                                 2.37   
 Per capita money income in past 12 months*            $16,690                          $20,891   
     *(2009 dollars) 2005-2009   
 Median household income, 2009                                $34,547                         $37,423   
 Persons below poverty level, percent, 2009                 20.8%                             17.8%   

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. (2010). Retrieved from 
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/54/54001.html 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Appendix 3  Barbour County Region Statistical Summary 
 
 

Barbour County and Surrounding Area Unemployment Rates 

Area September 2010 September 2011 Net Change 
Barbour County 9.3 8.9 -0.4 
Harrison County 7.6 7.3 -0.3 
Preston County 7.0 6.5 -0.5 
Randolph 
County 

10.0 10.3 0.3 

Taylor County 7.7 7.9 0.2 
Tucker County 12.5 10.2 -2.3 
Upshur County 8.2 8.3 0.1  

 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2011). Retrieved from http://www.bls.gov/ro3/wvlaus.htm 

 



Appendix 4  Letters of Support 

 

  

 












