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FADE | N
INT. A WH TE ROOM I N THE SHAPE OF A HEXAGON

ALEX is a young man, md-twenties, sitting in one of two
chairs. The other is enpty. The walls are in fact five
mrrors, in which you can see ALEX' s worried reflection.
There are no sounds except for his breathing.

A white man, SIGVA, suddenly enters the room by passing
t hrough one of the mrrors and sits opposite ALEX He has no
hair, white eyes and a very cal m deneanor

Sl GVA
(flicks his right hand)
Let's start with a refresher
cour se.

| mges flash over one of the mrrors as if it were a
conput er screen. ALEX recognizes theminstantly as different
nmoments of his life shown fromhis perspective. H's

i mm grant parents. Menories of going to the nosque on
Fridays. H's first love, a boy. He's too scared to nove.

The i mages stop. SIGVA flicks his left hand. Two spheres
materialize and float in front of ALEX

SI GVA
You' ve been granted a favor. Pick
the one on your left to get a
glinpse, and the one on the right
to commt.

ALEX | ooks at the spheres, then back at SIGVA. Hi s enotions
are a mx of fear and confusion.

ALEX
How did | get here? Wio are you?
SI GVA
You asked to be here. | am an
Over seer.
ALEX
| never asked for anything. | have
no i dea where | am and how | got
her e!
SI GVA

(nods to a mrror on
ALEX s right)
Here's anot her refresher.

The mrror flashes with new inmages. A small apartnent.
Broken furniture on the floor. Tears falling.

ALEX
| renmenber this. It happened
yest erday ni ght.



SI GVA
That is correct.
ALEX
| was so angry. | broke sone stuff.
Some |'mactually still paying for.
And then...
SI GVA
You cal | ed out.
ALEX
| felt so tired.
SI GVA
You wanted a favor.
ALEX
| wanted everything to change. |

wanted to...

The mrror stops flashing, revealing ALEX s reflection.

crying.

ALEX
| wanted to be soneone el se..

SI GVA
A thought you have had many ti nes.
Just think of someone el se and
touch the sphere on your left.

ALEX
(Wi ping away his tears)
s this some kind of cruel joke?
Way are you doing this to ne?

S| GVA does not answer.

ALEX gets up fromhis chair and starts pacing. After a few

m nutes, he sits back down.

ALEX
Tell me how this works again.

_ SI GVA
| ragi ne a new person: gender, sex,
origin, religion for exanple.

SI GVA nods to one of the spheres.

SI GVA
Touch this one to get a glinpse at
what life would look Iike after the
change.

S| GVA nods to the ot her one.



SI GVA
Touch that one to commt to the
change and | eave this pl ace.

ALEX
And that's it? No catch?

SIGVA' s expression changes for the first tine since entering
the room He smles.

SI GVA
What do you nmean?

ALEX
What happens if | change ny m nd?
Actually, let's not even think
about that. Wat happens to ny
current life, nmy parents, ny

friends?

SI GVA
| do not understand what you are
aski ng.

ALEX

(getting frustrated)
What happens to ny current life? Am
| transported to a new di nension or
sonething? Is all of tine rebooted
to accommodate ny change? Do | wake
up in sonmeone else's body?

SIGWA's expression returns to what it was before.

SI GVA
Those details do not matter. Only
t he reason why you would like to
change.

He flicks his right hand again. The mrror right behind
SIGVA begins to flash through different inages as his body
beconmes transparent. They show pai nful nonments from ALEX s
life.

ALEX
(1 ooks down at the floor)
| don't need to see that again.

Sl GVA
You would like to escape a life of
discrimnation. |Is that statenent
still correct?

ALEX
| nean...that's what | said
yest erday but -



SI GVA
| believe your exact thought was:
"I can't do this anynore. | just
can't...". Wuld you like to be
rem nded of what you were
ref erenci ng?

ALEX
(angrily)
| remenber perfectly well. The guys

out si de the nosque, what they told
us as we were |leaving after Friday

prayer. ..
(softly)

Just like the other tinmes and the

ot her places it happened... Wen

it'"s not ny religion, it's ny
origins. And when it's not that...

SI GVA
You are not publicly honosexual, is
that correct?

ALEX
O course I'mnot. It already feels
so horrible to just be the other
parts of ne. | can't inagi ne addi ng
that on top of everything el se.
got bullied as a kid, I"mgetting
abuse now. | get passed over for
pronotion, and God do | need the
money. It's just...it's too nuch.
It feels like too much for ne. |
can't bear it-

SI GVA
(cutting ALEX off)
Do you not wish to be granted a
favor anynore?

ALEX
It's not a sinple question to answ

SI GVA
(cutting himoff again)
Has your situation changed since
yest erday?

ALEX
Vel |l no but-

SI GVA
Why the hesitation?

ALEX suddenly gets up and shouts.



ALEX
Because | need to think about it!
This isn't supposed to happen!
Nobody gets do-overs! Nobody gets
to pick who they are in life!

SIGVA flicks his left hand. The painful menories di sappear
and the mrror returns.

ALEX
(sl unmping on the chair)
Wiy nme? Why are you letting ne do
this?

SI GVA
You feel the discrimnations in
your life are too much of a burden
You' ve tried to change your life
al ready. You only use Alex on forns
rat her than your Arabic name. You
don't nmention your ethnicity on
dating apps. You've al so
contenpl ated ending your life a few
times-

ALEX
(cutting himoff)
And? | know for a fact |I'mnot the
first one to consider that. Many
ot hers have actually done it. So
why nme?

SI GVA
Many tinmes you' ve thought that life
woul d sinply be better if you were
froma different background. You
seemto dislike living with your
current identity because of all the
pain it brings. Wy not you?

ALEX
...

ALEX is at a loss for words. He exhal es deeply. A few
seconds pass.

SI GVA
Take the time you need. Life is at
a standstill in this room

M nutes pass as ALEX al ternates between pacing the room and
sitting on the chair. He finally talks.

ALEX
What can | do during the glinpse?
How | ong does it last?



SI GVA
There is notime limt. You are
free to do anything. Wen you're
ready to end the glinpse, just
t hi nk of com ng back and you'l
return here.

ALEX
Can | also relive ny current life?
Talk to the people | know?

Sl GVA
That is a possibility. The glinpse
will act as a sinulation of your
current |ife.

ALEX
So all of this is a sinulation,
right?

S| GVA does not answer.

ALEX

Fine, don't tell ne. | think | know

who | want to live as. There's this
friend fromcoll ege. Wite,

strai ght, handsone, froma rich
famly. Everybody |oved that guy.
|'ve al ways wondered what it would
feel like to be in his shoes.

ALEX turns around, facing away from SI GVA.

ALEX
(under his breath)
This is crazy. This can't be
happeni ng.

He turns around.

ALEX
(takes a deep breath)
kay, I"'mready. Let's do this.

ALEX grabs the floating sphere on his left. For a second,
not hi ng happens. He then suddenly feels hinself falling
backward at incredible speed. The room di sappears in a flash
of white before he wakes up in a new pl ace.

FLASH CUT TGO
I NT. BUSY CAFE - AFTERNOON ( PRESENT DAY)

ALEX is sitting at a table, waiting for sonmeone else. He's
drinking a cup of coffee.

ALEX
(muttering)
Everything feels so real



He | ooks at hi s hands,
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bew | dered. He puts his hands in his

pockets and pulls out a wallet and a cell phone. He opens the
wallet to find an ID: Mark OReilly. He | ooks at the

cel | phone whi ch unl ocks after recognizing his face. He opens
the canera app in selfie node.

CLAIRE is

ALEX
I"'mhim I'mreally him I'min
Mar k' s body!

a bl onde woman in her md-twenti es.

She's wearing

a business suit, carries a small purse and has a very

energetic

deneanor. She approaches the table,

the forehead and sits opposite him

CLAI RE cal

CLAlI RE
Hey, you. Hope you didn't wait too
long. Did you order for me already?

ALEX

No, | didn't, sorry about that!
CLAlI RE

It's okay, I'll do it nyself.

Is over a waiter and orders a latte.

CLAI RE
| have half an hour before the next
nmeeting. It's all hands on deck at
the firm The trial is starting
soon. I'mnot sure what's scarier:
wor ki ng on that or planning our
weddi ng! Your nom cal | ed again
about making it vegan-only.

ALEX
(1 aughs)
She did, huh?

CLAI RE
You know how she is. | told her
had a neeting and qui ckly ended the
conversation. How s your afternoon
goi ng? How s the new office?

ALEX
(stuttering)
The new office? It's great! | |ove
it.

CLAlI RE
| hope you're not getting too nuch
slack fromthe others. Getting
pronoted that quickly can nmake sone
| eal ous.

ki sses ALEX on



ALEX
(reacting)
Yeah, you're right. I'll be
car ef ul
The waiter returns and puts the latte on the table al ong
with the bill. CLAIRE reaches over but ALEX is faster.
ALEX

It's okay, | got it.

He opens his wallet to find three different credit cards:
two gold ones and a platinum He pauses for a second before
pi cki ng one and putting it on top of the bill.

CLAI RE
(smles)
Thanks, honey.

ALEX' s phone starts buzzing.

CLAlI RE
(her smle di sappears)
The office, again? You really can't
catch a break. W work a bl ock
apart but we never see each other!

ALEX
Yeah |'msure it's just the office.
Let me just tell themI'll be back

soon.

ALEX unl ocks the phone and | ooks over at the notifications
tab. It's not a nessage fromwork. It's froman app. He
recogni zes the name instantly: a popul ar gay dating app for
men. He quickly puts the phone back in his pocket.

CLAlI RE
You're not going to reply?

ALEX
(stressed)

Nah it's okay. They can learn to be
patient for once.

CLAlI RE
(surprised)
Did you just say "nah"?

Her phone vi brates. She |ooks at it and suddenly gets up.

CLAI RE
' msorry honey, | have to go.
There's an energency neeting
happeni ng ri ght now.

She finishes the rest of her coffee in one go and runs out
whi | e shouti ng.



CLAlI RE
See you at home for dinner!

ALEX waits for her to be gone before pulling out MARK s
phone. He checks the notification again: it's definitely
froma gay dating app. He opens it to find a conversation
goi ng on for days between MARK and anot her man

ALEX
Mark is in the closet? | had no
i dea.
(he | aughs)

Just ny luck. He's gay too. This is
like a cosmc joke. Wat's next,
he's al so secretly Mislinf

(he sighs)
| nmean, his life still way easier
than mne, that's for sure.

The phone vibrates again. It's a text from MARK s not her
heart enpjis and a kissing enoji.

ALEX
(in his mnd)
| mss you, nom.. Wuld his accept
himif he ever canme out? | know you
woul dn"t...but I w sh you woul d. ..

ALEX puts the cell phone back in his pocket.
ALEX

(in his mnd)
lt's like I"mon borrowed tine

until | inevitably cone out and
both you and dad reject ne
forever... And the community

rejects nme too...
ALEX reclines in the chair.
ALEX
(in his mnd)
| wonder what Samr is up to..
SAMR is ALEX s boyfriend, of simlar age and situation: his
religious famly has also immgrated here. They net at the

nosque they both frequent. Happy nenories flash through his
m nd.

ALEX suddenly sits up. He notices SAMR through the cafe
wi ndows, wal ki ng across the street.

ALEX
Samr! Ah but-

ALEX renmenbers he's in MARK s body.



10.

ALEX
This is crazy. | don't actually
want to |ive sonebody else's life.
| may not be conpletely fine with
mne, but it's still mne and |
care about the people init,
raci sm honophobia and all. | just

wishit were alittle different.
ALEX gets up
ALEX
(shouti ng)
Hey, Sigma, take ne back or whatev-
Before ALEX can finish his sentence, the cafe disappears in
a flash of white and he's back in the hexagonal room of
mrrors.
FLASH CUT TGO

INT. A WH TE ROOM I N THE SHAPE OF A HEXAGON

SI GVA

WIIl you commt to that glinpse?
ALEX

Nope, | won't. | guess that's the

| esson, right? You wanted to teach
me about |ife and how everybody has
their fair share of problens?
Because that's not why |I'm
returning tonmy life. Mark is still
way nore privileged than I'Il ever
be.

SI GVA
There is no | esson. Feel free to
i magi ne your old life when touching
t he sphere on your left to return
toit. You have two nore tries
left.

ALEX
(1 ooks up to Signa,
f rowni ng)
Two tries left? Wiy didn't you tel
me before?

SI GvVA
You never asked.

ALEX stares at SIGVA. He grows nore suspicious of the white
man with white eyes. He sighs and turns around.

ALEX
Look. 1'm not going to change
anything. I'mnot God and | don't
( MORE)
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ALEX (cont' d)
want to be. | have no right to
meddl e in the lives of the people
around me, especially to nake m ne
easi er.

ALEX wal ks around the room examning the mrrors nore
cl osel y.

ALEX
But | amcurious to use that
glinpse as you call it as a way to
try things out. Things | woul dn't
be able to just try inreal life.

ALEX stops at the end of the roomand puts his hands on the
mrror in front of him He closes his eyes and takes a deep
br eat h.

ALEX
| know where |'m goi ng next.

CUT TO
INT. A LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

ALEX is sitting at a dinner table. To his right is SAMR
hi s boyfriend, masquerading as his roonmmate. Across from him
are his parents, NADI A and MJUSTAFA. They're eating tajine.

NADI A
| skandar, could you pass the
hari ssa?

NADI A calls her son by his Arabic name: | SKANDAR

ALEX
(smling)
| love it when you call ne
| skandar. Here you go, nom

ALEX grabs the harissa and hands it to her.

NADI A
Thanks, habi bi. You know, everybody
could call you that if you asked
t hem to.

ALEX
Just to hear themsay it wong tine
after tinme? And get weird | ooks
from custoners? No thank you

NADI A
But you don't even |let your friends
call you that, except for Samr
here. Anyway. ..
(sighs, turns to SAMR)
How s your famly doing, Samr?
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SAM R
They are doing good, Ms. Amari. My
nom says hell o, actually.

MUSTAFA
That's wonderful, Samr. You tel
your parents we said hi too.

SAM R
I will!

ALEX | ooks over at SAM R who wi nks at him He renenbers this
evening clearly. They had dinner, watched a novie al
together, and then ALEX and SAMR left for their apartnent.

ALEX
(clearing his throat)
Mom Dad, there's sonething | need
to tell you.

SAM R | ooks over at ALEX, confused.

ALEX
(stuttering a bhit)
' m gay.

The sounds of cutlery stop. SAMR is shocked, his eyes
grow ng wi der and wi der by the second.

MUSTAFA
(speaking overly cal my)
What did you just say?

NADI A
(her voice is trenbling)
What do you nean, habi bi?

ALEX sees the | ook of anger, fear and sorrow all appear on
his parents' faces. They all mx into one: denial.
Rej ection. Wat he al ways t hought woul d happen.

Suddenly, he feels a hand squeezing his under the table.
It's SAMR s. ALEX squeezes back but doesn't | ook at him as
tears formin his eyes. He stares at his parents.

ALEX
| love you, nom dad. |'ve al ways
| oved you. But it's been very
pai nf u-

MUSTAFA

(cutting himoff)
Pai nful ? What about the pain you're
causing us right now?

MUSTAFA gets up a bit violently, causing the whole table to
shake. This causes NADIA to cry.
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NADI A
(crying)
You' re making a joke, right,
habi bi ?

MUSTAFA begins to speak in Arabic. He's reciting verses of
the Quran. NADI A cries even nore.

NADI A
You are not gay, ny son. You are
Musl i m

ALEX
|'"'mboth! | amstill Mslim |
still believ-

MUSTAFA

How can you dare call yourself a
Musl imwhile telling us this.

ALEX gets up. H's hand lets go of SAMR s who is still
sitting silently.

ALEX
Not hi ng has changed! | amstill
your son fromjust a mnute ago.

NADI A gets up fromthe table and runs to the parents’
bedr oom

MUSTAFA
You're not our son anynore.

MUSTAFA follows her there. As soon as they hear the sound of
a door being slamed, ALEX breaks down and falls to the
floor. SAMR catches himin his arnms just in tine.

SAM R
| skandar. ..

SAM R hugs himas ALEX cries in his arns.
Suddenly, the room fl ashes white and di sappears.

FLASH CUT TGO
INT. A WH TE ROOM I N THE SHAPE OF A HEXAGON

ALEX i s back in the hexagonal room al one except for SIGVA
He's not crying anynore. He gets up, dusts hinself off and
Sits.

ALEX
This went exactly like I always
i mgi ned it woul d.

SI GVA
You only have one try left. WII
you commt to this glinpse?
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ALEX stares at S| GVA.

ALEX
So what's your deal, exactly?

SI GVA
What do you nmean?

ALEX
Do you feel pain? Have you ever
been rejected?

SI GVA
The answer to both your questions
IS no.

ALEX

That nust be ni ce.

ALEX covers his face in his hands. He thinks about what he
j ust experienced. He's not sure what to do.

SI GVA
| sense that you are stuck. | wll
change ny appearance to sonething
nore famliar.

ALEX
What do you nean-

ALEX | ooks up and sees SAMR sitting on the chair opposite
to him instead of SIGVA

ALEX

(angrily)
What the fuck are you doi ng? |
never asked for this!

SIGVA AS SAM R
(in Samr's voice)
Talk to ne, |skandar. Wat's up?

ALEX
...

ALEX gets up, slowly noving away from SAM R

ALEX
...

ALEX stops, his back against a mrror.

ALEX
| want to change them Sam

ALEX gives in and talks to SIGVA as if he's SAMR
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ALEX
It's not fair. Why not change t hat
one thing about then? Keep
everything the sanme, but make them
accept me for who | an?

SAM R
That sounds reasonable to ne.
ALEX
Then why do | feel like a nonster
for thinking that...
SAM R
Because you care about them You

| ove them
Tears formagain in ALEX s eyes.

ALEX
| love you, Sam

SAM R
| |love you too, |skandar.

M nut es pass. ALEX is standing up, his back against a
mrror. SIGVA as SAMR is sitting, notionless.

ALEX finally wal ks back to the two spheres.

ALEX
Thi s has gone |ong enough. | want
to go back honme. I'm ready.

SAM R di ssol ves i nto SI GVA

SI GVA
Just hold the sphere on your left
when you' re ready.

ALEX reaches over to it.

SI GVA
Thi s nmonment has been interesting.
Good luck in your future, whatever
you choose it to be.

ALEX
Yeah, yeah, whatev-

ALEX stops. His hand is right over the sphere. He turns to
Sl GVA.

ALEX
What did you just say?

SI GVA
What do you mean?
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SI GVA' s expression does not change. ALEX sm |l es.

ALEX
Did you just say "good | uck"?
Matter of fact, didn't you smle
earlier?

SI GVA' s expression changes ever so slightly as if he's a
tiny bit unnerved.

ALEX
You can feel enotions. | don't know
what you are, but you're not that
alien to ne.

SI GVA
VWhat | amis irrelevant to your
si tuation.

ALEX

Is it, though? What's stopping ne
fromw shing to be you, or even
your boss? To have your powers?

SI GVA' s shoul der nuscl es cl ench

SI GVA
Not hi ng can prevent you from doing
t hat .

ALEX pul I s back his hand.

ALEX
Okay, this is interesting.

He paces back and forth in front of the spheres.

ALEX

| could do a ot with your powers.
| could decide to end
di scrim nation for everybody. |
could make it so every parent |oves
their children no matter their
orientation.

(nore excitedly)
| could make it so racismisn't a
t hi ng anynore! |'ve been trying to
change nysel f, instead of changi ng
the whole world. Making it a better
pl ace.

ALEX | ooks at SIGVA triunphantly.

ALEX
Oh, 1've made ny choice, alright.

Suddenly an unknown voi ce can be heard, boom ng.
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VA CE
Sigma, end this. Stop himfrom
reachi ng the sphere.

SIGVA vaults up. Both him and ALEX reach over to the sphere
at the same tinme, grabbing it together.

The room fl ashes through hundreds of different colors. The
mrrors show imges frommany different |lifetinmes of many
different people. A powerful force begins to rip everything
apart but ALEX is not letting go.

SI GVA
(pani cki ng)
Stop this! You will doomus all!

ALEX
| AM NOT LETTING GO If ny life has
taught nme anything, it's to always
keep goi ng and never stop chasing
what you want!

SIGWA' s hand begins to slip away.

SI GVA
You have no idea what this wll
cause!

ALEX
Well, let's find out together!

SIGW's hand finally lets go of the sphere. A huge force
i ke a gust of wind propels himagainst one of the mrrors
behi nd him knocki ng hi mout.

ALEX holds on to the sphere with both hands, his mnd
focused on one thought. Suddenly, the roomflashes bl ack.

DI SSOCLVE TO
EXT. A BEAUTI FUL PARK - MORNI NG
ALEX is holding SAMR s hand. They're sitting on a picnic
bl anket. QOpposite himare his parents, |laughing in the sun.
He | ooks around: the park is full of immgrant famlies. The
trees are decorated wth Pride flags and Pride ornanents.
He | ooks back at SAM R and sm | es.

FADE OUT

THE END
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