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He is a Filipino geologist and government official. He is the current Secretary of the Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST). Before his appointment as Secretary, He served as DOST Undersecretary for 
Scientific and Technical Services and as the Director of the DOST - Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (PHIVOLCS).

In recognition of his contributions to public service, organizational development and disaster risk 
reduction in the Philippines, He has received numerous awards, including:

•	 Presidential Lingkod Bayan (Public Servant) Award
•	 Presidential Citation for Public Service
•	 Professional of the Year in the field of Geology by the 

Professional Regulation Commission
•	 Excellence Award for Government Service by the 

Philippine Federation of Professional Associations
•	 Presidential Career Executive Service Award by the 

Career Service Executive Board

Dr. Renato U. Solidum, Jr. is the Secretary of the Department 
of Science and Technology (DOST) of the Philippines. He has 
worked with DOST for the past forty (40) years and rose from 
the ranks. He started his professional career at the DOST – 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) 
in 1984 after graduating with a BS in Geology degree from 
the University of the Philippines (UP) Diliman in the same 
year. He served at PHIVOLCS in varying capacities, starting 
as Science Research Specialist I and became its Director in 
2003. He pursued his graduate studies at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, USA, earning a MS degree in Geological 
Sciences at the University of Illinois, Chicago, USA and the 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California 
San Diego (UCSD), obtaining a PhD degree in Earth Sciences.
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in recognition of significant contributions towards the advancement of Science and 
Technology in the Philippines. Their outstanding accomplishments as Career Scientists of 
the Scientific Career System (SCS) helped address the pressing challenges in their fields of 
expertise.

Appreciation for Retired Career Scientists

LUCILLE V. ABAD, Ph.D.
Career Scientist III

Philippine Nuclear Research Institute - 
Department of Science and Technology

NELLY S. AGGANGAN, Ph.D.
Career Scientist II

National Institute of Molecular Biology and 
Biotechnology -

University of the Philippines Los Baños

EVELYN F. DELFIN, Ph.D.
Career Scientist I

Institute of Plant Breeding
College of Agriculture and Food Science

University of the Philippines Los Baños

FE ESPERANZA CARIDAD J. 
ESPINO, MD, Ph.D.

Career Scientist I
Research Institute for Tropical Medicine

Department of Health

MICHAEL A. GRAGASIN, Ph.D.
Career Scientist I

Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization-

Department of Agriculture

RICARDO F. ORGE, Ph.D.
Career Scientist III

Philippine Rice Research Institute -
Department of Agriculture

IMELDA ANGELES-AGDEPPA, Ph.D.
Career Scientist IV

Food and Nutrition Research Institute-
 Department of Science and Technology

Appreciation for Past Scientific Career Council Chair

ATTY. KARLO A. B. NOGRALES
Scientific Career Council Chair (2022-2024)

in recognition of his dedicated service to the Scientific Career Council (SCC) as Chair from 
2022 to 2024. His leadership was instrumental toward the efficient and effective performance 
of the Scientific Career System (SCS).
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LOLITA M. DOLORES, MSc

for her outstanding service and 
sustained excellent job performance 
relative to SCS and PACS. As treasurer 
of PACS since 2017 (up to present) - 
prepares PACS financial reports, bank 
resolutions for PACS bank accounts, 
and PACS’ budget proposal and 
income generating activity including 
sponsorship packages for PACS 
annual meetings and symposium; 
collects annual dues and other 
financial obligations for PACS’ 
activities, files PACS’ annual ITR and 
SEC registration.

Philippine Rice Research Institute 
(PhilRice)

for its long tradition of supporting 
researchers for conferment under the 
Scientific Career System (SCS) that 
has put and continuously improved 
its enabling environments for its 
researchers to perform well in their 
respective R and D works, become 
more productive and consequently, 
qualify for conferment and/upgrading 
of ranks. Through the years, PhilRice 
has so far produced 22 Career 
Scientists and continuously supported 
their upgrading of ranks. 

MARCELA M. NAVASERO, MSc
Career Scientist II

2024 Presidential Lingkod Bayan Award given by the Civil Service Commission (CSC) for 
her exemplary contributions to agricultural science, particularly in pest management and 
crop protection, significantly impacting the country’s agricultural productivity.

MERDELYN T. CAASI-LIT, Ph.D.
Career Scientist II

Eduardo A. Quisumbing Medal for Basic Research (Outstanding Research and Development 
Award) given by Department of Science and Technology (DOST) during the National Science 
and Technology Week (NSTW) in recognition of her outstanding scientific research titled, 
“Host resistance of corn to major insects pests (Asian Corn Borer, Ostrinia furnacalis, and 
Fall Armyworm, Spodeptera frugiperda)  and other relayed basic entomological studies” 
that helps in providing farmers with resistant corn and in prolonging the useful life of 
modern insect-protected maize. These varieties serve as the farmer’s first line of defense 
against pests, reducing damage and chemical inputs, increasing harvest and eventually 
farm income, in a healthier, cleaner, and biodiverse environment.

SCS-PACS Service and Institutional Awards

2023-2024 Awards Received by Career Scientists
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PIERANGELI G. VITAL, Ph.D.
Career Scientist II

Gabay Award (Division of Biological Sciences) given by the National Research Council 
of the Philippines (NRCP) in recognition of her outstanding contribution to improving 
microbial food safety that promotes inclusive and sustainable development through the 
creation and adoption of several Philippine National Standards, particularly “Application 
of general principles of food hygiene to the control of foodborne parasites” which supports 
and strengthens Republic Act 10611 (Food Safety Act of 2013). She represented the academe 
and research institutions in the Technical Working Group of the Department of Agriculture 
- Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards. Her expertise in microbiology resulted in 
the completion of the Standard - the primary purpose of which is to provide science-based 
guidance on preventing, reducing, inactivating, and controlling foodborne parasite hazards 
that present public health risk.

ROSALINDA C. TORRES, Ph.D.
Retired Career Scientist I

Outstanding Professional of the Year Award in Chemistry  given by Professional Regulation 
Commission (PRC) for her distinguished contribution and professional competence of 
the highest degree in the field of Natural Products and Organic Chemistry. Her exemplar 
service in her profession as Chemist of DOST-Industrial Technology Development Institute 
shows her commitment and professionalism in her field. Her competence, excellence, 
and commendable track record have earned her various awards and recognition which 
significantly contributed to the advancement of science and technology and addressed 
the pressing challenges of the chemistry profession.  Her relentless dedication to the 
professional organizations is a testament of her outstanding career and meaningful 
contribution in socio-related activities.

ANGEL T. BAUTISTA VII, Ph.D.
Career Scientist I

2023 Civil Service Commission (CSC) Pag-Asa Award under the Honor Awards Program 
(HAP) - Search for Outstanding Government Workers given by the CSC for creating a 
standardized test to authenticate honey producers and products to ensure consumers 
purchase genuine, unadulterated honey. The DOST PNRI Honey Team established the 
nation’s sole testing laboratory for stable isotope testing, a method used to determine 
honey authenticity. This initiative has led to an ongoing national campaign offering free 
authenticity testing for honey, which has already received 109 samples from all across the 
country.

ANGEL T. BAUTISTA VII, Ph.D.
Career Scientist I

Gabay Award given by the National Research Council of the Philippines (NRCP) in recognition 
of his outstanding research and contribution to ensuring the authenticity and traceability of 
honey in the Philippines through stable isotope analysis, which has led to the 2022 revision 
of the “Philippine  National Standard for Honey - Product Standard - Specifications” and 
adopted technologies on “Tools for Determining Geographical and Bee Species Origins of 
Philippine Honey.”
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NORVIE L. MANIGBAS, Ph.D.
Career Scientist III

Outstanding Book Award given by National Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) 
during the 46th Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) for book titled “Rice Breeding Operations 
Manual of the Philippine Rice Research Institute” which is an operations manual is an 
indispensable guide for the R&D workers who aspire for excellence in performing their tasks 
with improved accuracy, consistency, and effectiveness. This highly specialized manual on 
the rice breeding operations at PhilRice is a welcome material to support the continuous 
improvement agenda to remain responsive to the needs of the general public. The manual 
also discusses new methods used in increasing genetic variability that are applied in the 
breeding program and have been successful in releasing high-yielding varieties.

FE M. DELA CUEVA, Ph.D.
Career Scientist II

Outstanding Scientific Paper Award given by National Academy of Science and Technology 
(NAST) during the 46th Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) for paper entitled “Gamma 
Radiation and in vitro  induced banana bunchy top virus (BBTV) resistant mutant lines of 
banana cv ‘Lakatan’(Musa sp., AA)”.

OLIVIA P. DAMASCO, Ph.D.
Retired Career Scientist I

Outstanding Scientific Paper Award given by National Academy of Science and Technology 
(NAST) during the 46th Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) for paper entitled “Gamma 
Radiation and in vitro  induced banana bunchy top virus (BBTV) resistant mutant lines of 
banana cv ‘Lakatan’(Musa sp., AA)” .

EVELYN C. AME, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

2024 Achievement Award during the 2024 Regional Science, Technology, and Innovation 
Week (RSTW) for her exemplary scientific contributions. Her dedication to scientific research 
and innovation has significantly advanced the region’s capabilities and her leadership has 
inspired the next generation of researchers.

EUFROCINA P. ATABAY, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

LEADS Agri Award For Agricultural Research during the 73rd Philippine Association for the 
Advancement of Science and Technology (PhilAAST) Annual Convention for her expertise in 
animal reproductive biotechnology, specializing in cryobiology and cryopreservation, and 
whose innovative ideas lead to the crafting of a comprehensive blueprint for an intensified 
reproductive management program for buffaloes and the development of the national 
genetic improvement program for buffalo and cattle in the Philippines.
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CHARITO TRANQUILAN-ARANILLA, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

•	 Silver Medal for Hemostat Technology
•	 Bronze Medal for Super Water Absorbent Technology
•	  Special Award for Super Water Absorbent Technology from King Khalid University 

- Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Given by International Federation of Inventors Association during the 49th Geneva 
International Exhibition of Inventions at Switzerland in recognition of her significant 
contributions to the advancement and promotion of Radiation Technology. Her dedication 
to research on radiation-engineered natural polymeric materials contributed to the 
development of hemostat and super water absorbent gel technologies.

FERNANDO B. AURIGUE, MSc
 Retired Career Scientist I

Bronze Award for the DOST-PNRI Super Water Absorbent Technology during the 49th 
International Exhibition of Inventions Geneva at Geneva, Switzerland as Team Member, 
for the successful research and development of biodegradable, non-toxic super water 
absorbent gel from cassava starch and acrylic acid that absorbs water 500 times its dry 
weight. The technology is designed for agriculture to conserve water, enhance plant growth 
and drought tolerance, and support the environment especially during water shortage or 
El Niño.

ELMER G. BAUTISTA, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Outstanding Achievement Award given by Central Luzon State University (CLSU) for his 
outstanding contribution in farm mechanization. He has developed useful machines such as 
the riding attachment for handtractor, multipurpose seeder for rice, corn, and mungbean.

CASIANO H. CHORESCA, Jr., Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Outstanding Alumni Award given by the Iloilo State University of Fisheries Science and 
Technology (ISUFST) for his outstanding accomplishment in his chosen field of endeavor 
that made an impact not only in Iloilo but also to the country and brought honor, glory, and 
prestige to the university.

PEREGRINO G. DURAN., Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

2024 Philippine Society of Animal Science - Compania J. M. Inc. Distinguished Researcher in 
Animal Science Award for his contributions to the field of animal science, particularly in the 
field of water buffalo research in reproduction and breeding. His research endeavors have 
not only enhanced the scientific understanding of livestock production but also translated 
into practical solutions that benefit farmers and contribute to the growth of the industry.
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DANILDA D. HUFANA-DURAN, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

2024 Professional Achievement Award: Pursuit of Excellence Category given by Central 
Luzon State University Kappa Epsilon Alumni Association for her remarkable professional 
achievements in the field of animal science. Her numerous accolades underscore her 
tireless contributions to scientific innovation and development. Her award is a testament 
to her relentless pursuit of excellence.

JUANITO P. JIMENEZ, Jr., Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

2023 DPGAA William D. Dar Research & Development Award in appreciation and 
recognition of his exceptional leadership and innovative contributions in the field of forest 
utilization. As a forest product engineer, Dr. Jimenez’s expertise is focused on wood and non-
wood products research and development including wood and bamboo drying, thermal 
modification treatments, development of bio-based composite panels such as plywood, 
particle board, engineered bamboo and natural fiber-reinforced thermoplastics.

LEILA D. LANDICHO, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

2023 Outstanding Extension Project given by the Philippine Extension and Advisory Services 
Network during the PhilEAsNet Symposium for her significant contribution to extension 
science, technology generation, and its substantial impact to the community at a low cost 
of intervention.

EUFROCINO D. MARFORI, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

World Invent Singapore Silver Medal as the inventor of WiltCure biopesticide given by the 
organizing committee of WorldInvent Singapore in recognition of his patented invention 
presents an innovative solution to problems confronting food production and security, a 
essential solution that is in harmony with nature. His innovation reminds us that scientific 
excellence, guided by moral and social responsibility, holds the key to a future where global 
problems can be solved without compromising the health of humans and our environment.

ANDRES M. TUATES, Jr., Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Distinction Award 2024 given by the Philippine Federation of Professional Association 
(PFPA) in recognition of his outstanding achievement, dedication, commitment, hard work, 
sincerity and selflessness, thereby bringing the agricultural and biosystems engineering 
profession to a higher level through his accomplishments in research and development 
while performing his job as an agricultural and biosystems engineer.
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PIERANGELI G. VITAL, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

Sakura Science Program Grant Award given by Japan-Asia Youth Exchange Program in 
Science, Japan Science and Technology Agency and Kyushu Institute of Technology as a 
talented foreign science and technology human resources for short term visit to Japan.

PIERANGELI G. VITAL, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

Achievement Award given by Quezon City Science High School (QCSHS GAD) for her 
unwavering support, dedication and expertise provided to the Quezon City Science High 
School’s Gender and Development (Bunser Burner: Empowering Kisay Women in STEM).

PIERANGELI G. VITAL, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

International Publication Awards given by the University of the Philippines System for her 
papers published in international, peer-reviewed, and Scopus- or WOS-indexed journals.

CONSTANCIO A. ASIS, Ph.D.
 Retired Career Scientist I

Outstanding Viscan Award under the Science, Technology, and Innovation Category in 
recognition of his outstanding contribution to Science, Technology, and Innovation. His 
research on the interaction mechanisms of nitrogen - fixing bacteria in leguminous and 
non-leguminous crops has significantly increased the plant’s ability to use nitrogen from the 
atmosphere, thereby decreasing reliance on chemical fertilizer; and his pioneering research 
in using the leaf color chart (LCC) for rice contributed to the promotion of sustainable 
nitrogen management to maximize productivity.

EDWIN C. ATABAY, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Citation Award given by Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Agricultural Research 
(DA-BAR) National Research Symposium as one of the Top Qualifying Papers under the 
Technology Generation Category for the paper titled “The efficiencies and applications 
of timed artificial insemination technologies for genetic improvement and intensified calf 
production in dairy buffaloes”.

PIERANGELI G. VITAL, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

Fellow (highest rank) by the Philippine Academy of Microbiology, Inc. She is the conferred 
youngest Fellow of the Academy; selected based on rigorous standards of education, field 
of expertise, and unwavering discipline in microbiology.
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EUFROCINA P. ATABAY, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Citation Award given by Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Agricultural Research 
(DA-BAR) National Research Symposium as one of the Top Qualifying Papers under the 
Technology Generation Category for the paper titled “The efficiencies and applications 
of timed artificial insemination technologies for genetic improvement and intensified calf 
production in dairy buffaloes”.

OLIVIA P. DAMASCO, Ph.D.
 Retired Career Scientist I

UPLB Outstanding Research Team Member in recognition for the research team’s outstanding 
contributions in advancing the knowledge in the field of genetic improvement and disease 
management, which propelled the institution in the forefront of banana research and 
innovation. Through their collective efforts, the team has consistently produced research of 
the highest caliber, publishing impactful scientific articles and addressing pressing concerns 
in the local banana industry. Their contributions have significantly enriched the institution’s 
reputation and elevated its standing in the global scientific community.

FE M. DELA CUEVA, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

UPLB Outstanding Research Team Member in recognition for the research team’s outstanding 
contributions in advancing the knowledge in the field of genetic improvement and disease 
management, which propelled the institution in the forefront of banana research and 
innovation. Through their collective efforts, the team has consistently produced research of 
the highest caliber, publishing impactful scientific articles and addressing pressing concerns 
in the local banana industry. Their contributions have significantly enriched the institution’s 
reputation and elevated its standing in the global scientific community.

DINDO KING M. DONAYRE, MSc
 Career Scientist I

Outstanding Viscan Award under the Science, Technology, and Innovation Category.

ESTER B. FLORES, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Citation Award given by Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Agricultural Research (DA-
BAR) National Research Symposium as one of the Top Qualifying Papers in Technology 
Generation Category for the paper titled “The efficiencies and applications of timed artificial 
insemination technologies for genetic improvement and intensified calf production in dairy 
buffaloes”
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JAIME A. MANALO IV, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

Outstanding Alumnus Award - Pursuit of Excellence category given by Canaman Central 
School, Canaman, Camarines Sur.

EDWIN C. MARTIN, MSc
 Career Scientist I

Outstanding Alumnus given by Central Luzon State University Alumni Association, Inc.
(CLSUAAI) in recognition of his scientific contribution to the field of Weed Science as a 
Career Scientist of the Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice). His contributions to the 
scientific community led to the development of weed control management strategies for 
wet direct seeded rice, upland rainfed ecosystems, and rice-based cropping systems.

ULYSSES M. MONTOJO, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Citation Awards given by Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Agricultural Research (DA-
BAR) National Research Symposium for the research papers:
 - “Demographic patterns and socio-economic drivers of salt production in the Philippines”
 - “From shore to shelves: Technology verification and refinement for the production of a 
market ready smoked fish in Romblon”.

ERLINDA G. NARET, Ph.D.
 Retired Career Scientist I

2024 Top Ten Outstanding Ilonggos of Iloilo City (TOIIC) given during the City’s 87th Charter 
Anniversary. She was recognized for her achievements in Aquaculture and Fisheries.

ERLINDA G. NARET, Ph.D.
 Retired Career Scientist I

Top 1 Highest Investor of the UPV Employees Cooperative during its General Assembly.

REYNANTE L. ORDONIO, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Loyaltee Awardee for 10 years of dedicated service to DA-PhilRice.

JAIME A. MANALO IV, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

Loyaltee Awardee for 15 years of dedicated service to DA-PhilRice.
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RICARDO F. ORGE, Ph.D.
 Retired Career Scientist Ii

Outstanding Viscan Award under the Science, Technology, and Innovation Category in 
recognition of the technologies he developed, which helped provide farmers with added 
income, opportunities, and coped with the negative effects of climate change.

RODNEY H. PEREZ, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Outstanding Viscan Award under the Science Technology and Innovation Category. His 
research on food microbiology and biotechnology particularly on the understanding 
of the biosynthesis and mode of action of food-grade antimicrobial peptides known as 
bacteriocins has helped advance understanding of how these compounds work thus paving 
the way for their applications across industries.

ACD. ROEL R. SURALTA, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist III

Oustanding Viscan Award under the Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability 
category in recognition of his outstanding achievements in his field of expertise.

RIZA G. ABILGOS-RAMOS, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

1st Place (Health and Nutrition category) during the 27th Federation of Plant Science 
Associations of the Philippines (FPSAP) Scientific Conference in recognition of their work 
on the upcycling, or the creative reuse of lees, a by-product of rice wine processing. Aside 
from transforming lees into a nutrient-enhancing ingredient to popular foods, such as dried 
noodles, their work increases the value of rice wine manufacture and reduces the wastes 
generated from the process.

EUFROCINA P. ATABAY, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

1st Place for the poster titled “The birth of Pag-Asa through multiple ovulation and embryo 
transfer technology for the multiplication of calves for dairy”.

ESTER B. FLORES, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

1st Place Poster for poster titled “The birth of Pag-Asa through multiple ovulation and 
embryo transfer technology for the multiplication of calves for dairy”.
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LENY C. GALVEZ, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Silver Award, Best Poster during the 2024 National Research Symposium in recognition 
of her outstanding contribution to the advancement of detection techniques for abaca 
viruses in support to sustainable farming and enhanced economic viability of small-scale 
abaca farmers. Her dedication to develop detection kits specifically designed for on-site 
use, making them accessible and practical for abaca and banana farmers. Her goal is to 
empower farmers with accessible tools for effective crop monitoring, enabling informed 
decision-making and improved agricultural practices.

ROSALY V. MANAOIS, MSc
 Career Scientist I

1st Place (Postharvest category) during the 27th Federation of Plant Science Associations 
of the Philippines (FPSAP) Scientific Conference in recognition for their contribution on 
providing information on the glycemic indices of commonly planted rice varieties that are 
currently readily available to consumers. With this work, they aim to aid consumers on the 
effective prevention and management of diabetes and breeders and researchers on the 
development of healthier rice varieties.

LENY C. GALVEZ, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Silver Award, Best Paper during the 2024 National Research Symposium in recognition 
of her outstanding contribution to the advancement of detection techniques for abaca 
viruses in support to sustainable farming and enhanced economic viability of small-scale 
abaca farmers. Her dedication to develop detection kits specifically designed for on-site 
use, making them accessible and practical for abaca and banana farmers. Her goal is to 
empower farmers with accessible tools for effective crop monitoring, enabling informed 
decision-making and improved agricultural practices.

LENY C. GALVEZ, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

1st Place, Best Paper during the 56th 2024 Pest Management Council of The Philippines 
Annual Scientific Conference (PMCP) in recognition of her outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of detection techniques for abaca viruses. Her research on plant pathology 
and biotechnology, particularly in understanding the nature, mechanisms, and detection 
of viral diseases in abaca, has significantly contributed to the abaca industry’s efforts to 
combat the spread and impact of these viral threats.

ROSALY V. MANAOIS, MSc
 Career Scientist I

1st Place, Best Poster Competition (Health and Nutrition category) during the 27th Federation 
of Plant Science Associations of the Philippines (FPSAP) Scientific Conference in recognition 
for their work on the upcycling, or the creative reuse of lees, a by-product of rice wine 
processing. Aside from transforming lees into a nutrient enhancing ingredient to popular 
foods, such as dried noodles, their work increases the value of rice wine manufacture and 
reduces the wastes generated from the process.
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JAIME A. MANALO IV, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist II

Citation Award during the 2024 DA-BAR National Research Symposium for the paper 
“Understanding family farming in the Philippine context”.

JUANITO P. JIMENEZ, JR., Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

2024 Best Paper (1st Prize) in the 12th World Bamboo Congress given by the World Bamboo 
Foundation held in Taiwan for his paper “Glue-bond performance of dendrocalamus asper 
backer using cold-setting and thermosetting adhesives,” as this research explored the 
application of cold-setting and thermosetting adhesives to bond Dendrocalamus asper 
bamboo strips, offering an innovative and sustainable approach for creating stronger, 
more durable engineered bamboo products. The work holds immense potential for 
various industries, including construction, furniture, and other daily-use items, contributing 
meaningfully to sustainable development.

REYNANTE L. ORDONIO, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

Best Paper Award for the paper “Stakeholders willing to accept beta-carotene-enriched rice: 
Findings from the pilot-scale deployment of Malusog rice in the Philippines” given during 
the joint conference of Crop Science Society of the Philippines-Society for the Advancement 
of Breeding Researches in Asia and Oceania (CSSP-SABRAO) for their outstanding research 
contribution and dedication to to the advancement of agricultural biotechnology and public 
health by addressing the pressing issue of Vitamin A deficiency (VAD) in the Philippines 
through the innovative use of biofortified rice. Their work has provided invaluable insights into 
the acceptance and potential for deployment of Golden Rice (GR) in targeted communities 
and serves as an inspiration to researchers and policymakers alike, demonstrating the 
power of science and innovation to address pressing societal challenges.

LOURDES D. TAYLO, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I

2024 Best Paper Award in Entomology given by the Philippine Association of Entomologists, 
Inc. during the 56th Pest Management Council of the Philippines Anniversary and Annual 
Convention on June 24-26, 2024, at Aklan, Philippines, for their significant contributions 
demonstrating the potential benefits of the cultivation of Bt eggplant with Event ‘EE-1’ 
in increasing the marketable yield of the Filipino eggplant farmers while protecting the 
environment.

24 DA-BAR NRS Best R&D Paper (Bronze Award) in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to science and technology. The research on the effects of nanofertilizer on 
the growth and yield, root system development, and soil health has helped advance our 
understanding on how nanofertilizer can help maximize agricultural productivity and 
profitability, while also potentially enhance soil health and reduce environmental problems.

JAYVEE A. CRUZ-KITMA, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist I
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ACD. ROEL R. SURALTA, Ph.D.
 Career Scientist III

2024 DA-BAR NRS Best R&D Paper (Bronze Award) in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to science and technology. The research on the effects of nanofertilizer on 
the growth and yield, root system development, and soil health has helped advance our 
understanding on how nanofertilizer can help maximize agricultural productivity and 
profitability, while also potentially enhance soil health and reduce environmental problems.

FERNANDO B. AURGIE, MSc
Retired Career Scientist I

Silver Prize Medal for the New Plant Growth Promoter Technology given by the Korean 
Invention Promotion Association at the Seoul International Invetion Fair 2023 for excellent 
efforts in the research and development of a new plant growth promoter from radiation-
modified kappa-carrageenan. The product for agricultural use enhances growth and 
development of various crops, increases yield, and improves resistance to pests and 
diseases.

EUFROCINA P. ATABAY, Ph.D.
Career Scientist II

Best Paper Award in Biotechnology given during the 61st Philippine Society of Animal 
Science Scientific Meeting and Annual Convention for the paper titled “Improved AI efficacy 
through an ovarian structure-based controlled breeding program in post-partum water 
buffaloes”.

EUFROCINA P. ATABAY, Ph.D.
Career Scientist II

Best Paper Award in Biotechnology given during the 61st Philippine Society of Animal 
Science Scientific Meeting and Annual Convention for the paper entitled “Improved AI 
efficacy through an ovarian structure-based controlled breeding program in post-partum 
water buffaloes”.

JESUSA C. BELTRAN, Ph.D.
Career Scientist I

Best Paper Award for the paper titled “Stakeholders willing to accept beta-carotene-
enriched rice: findings from the pilot-scale deployment of Malusog Rice in the Philippines” 
given during the joint conference of Crop Science Society of the Philippines-Society for 
the Advancement of Breeding Researches in Asia and Oceania (CSSP-SABRAO) for their 
contribution to the advancement of agricultural biotechnology and public health by 
addressing the pressing issue of Vitamin A deficiency (VAD) in the Philippines through the 
innovative use of biofortified rice. Their work has provided invaluable insights into the 
acceptance and potential for deployment of Golden Rice (GR) in targeted communities and 
serves as an inspiration to researchers and policymakers alike, demonstrating the power of 
science and innovation to address pressing societal challenges.
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The SCS conducted 11 orientations and mentoring participated by research personnel, 
finance, and administrative personnel from different government research institutions. 

The seminars were aimed at increasing the number of career scientists and encouraging 
research personnel across the country to pursue a career in science and apply in the 
SCS. The orientation covered topics on Scientific Career System; predatory journals 
and conferences; ethics for researchers; DOST Magna Carta benefits; and career talk 
and mentoring from. The seminars are as follows:

•	 SCS Orientation for Finance and Administrative Personnel – 30 January 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring in Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim 

Mindanao (BARMM) – 21-22 February 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring for DOST Los Baños Cluster – 13 March 2024
•	 SCS Orientation for Davao Oriental State University (DOrSU) – 19 March 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring for DOST Taguig Cluster – 28 May 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring in Bicol Region – 19-20 June 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring for DENR-Ecosystems Research and Development 

Bureau Research Personnel – 28 June 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring for DA-Fisheries Cluster – 9 August 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring for DOST Quezon City Cluster – 6 September 

2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring in Caraga Region – 24-25 September 2024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring in Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) –             

21-22 October 024
•	 SCS Orientation and Mentoring in National Capital Region (NCR) - 12 November 

2024
•	 SCS Orientation in Ilocos Region - 18 November 2024
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C. Semi-annual meeting
The semi-annual meeting was held last 10 June 2024 via Zoom. It was done for the first 
time to update career scientist members of the plans and activities of the PACS. The 
meeting started with the talk on predatory journals and conferences by Acd. Roel R. 
Suralta and discussion on career scientists’ benefits. It was then followed by the business 
meeting, with highlights on the President’s report, Treasurer’s report, Amendment to 
PACS constitution and by-laws, and the Annual meeting and scientific forum.

D. 18th Annual Meeting and Scientific Forum
The 18th Annual Meeting and Scientific Forum is 21-22 November 24 at the Vivere Hotel 
& Resorts, Alabang, with the theme “Career Scientists: Shaping the future globally 
through science and technology.” The first day includes the 2024 Planing Workshop and 
Annual Meeting. The second day is the Scientific Forum with invited speakers: Keynote: 
Dr. Renato U. Solidium, Jr.; Plenary: Dr. Peregrino G. Duran (Livestock Biotechnology), 
Dr. Casiano H. Choresca, Jr. (Aquatic and Natural Resources), Dr. Lourdes D. Taylo (Plant 
Biotechnology), Dr. Leodivico L. Ilag (Vaccine Self Sufficiency), and Acd. Christopher P. 
Monterola (Artificial Intelligence). Newly conferred NAST Academicians are also invited 
to share their experiences: Acd. Cleofas R. Cervancia and Acd. Fortunato T. De La Peña. 
Innovations to the annual meeting and scientific forum include poster pitch for competing 
posters and addition of institutional award. Revised guidelines of the SCS-PACS awards 
and membership to the committee were crafted, headed by Acd. Mudjikeewis D. Santos. 
Further, this year’s souvenir program is being guided by Dr. Jaime A. Manalo IV, with the 
help of Mr. Mark Joseph Zuñiga. Different agencies, agency heads, career scientists, and 
companies also provided sponsorship to this activity.

E. Amendments to the PACS Constitution
Since the foundation of PACS, the constitution and by-laws were never amended. For 
this fiscal year, amendments were proposed through a committee headed by Dr. Danilda 
D. Hufana-Duran, which comprehensively reviewed and suggested the revisions to the 
constitution and by-laws. 

F. PACS Exemplar book version 2 and PACS ID
Headed by Dr. Fe Esperanza Caridad J. Espino (PACS Exemplar book v2) and Dr. Evelyn 
B. Gergon (PACS ID), these projects were carried out from planning, preparation, 
communication with career scientists, up to production. The plan of publishing the book 
was continued from the last fiscal year, with a copy edit team (Zoe Beatrice P. Cruzada 
and Andrei Joshua R. Yu) hired by PACS to English edit and layout said book.

G. Mentoring Program
With support from the SCS and NAST, the mentoring program headed by Dr. Merdelyn T. 
Caasi-List is being continued, with plans of conferring higher number of career scientists 
each year. In 2026, it is envisioned that each scientist will mentor at least a budding 
researcher from the region.
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H. Drafting of the SCS IRR for EO 17 
With the release of Executive Order No. 17 (Revising the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations of the Scientific Career System under Executive Order No. 901, s. 1983), SCC 
Executive Secretary and NAST Director Luningning E. Samarita-Domingo instructed the 
PACS to draft suggested IRR. This was led by NAST Acd. Roel R. Suralta, Acd. Mudjikeewis 
D. Santos, Acd. Ma. Corazon A. De Ungria and Acd. Arvin C. Diesmos, Immediate Past 
President Dr. Norvie L. Manigbas and current President Dr. Pierangeli G. Vital, together 
with other career scientists, Dr. Claro L. Mingala and Dr. Angel T. Bautista VII.

I. Field of expertise clusters
For this fiscal year, another innovation is the establishment of the field of expertise 
clusters (FOEC), with responsibilities:
 

1. To create and execute programs and activities based on field of expertise involving 
career scientist members; 
2. To help increase career scientists in the field; 
3. To discuss among cluster laws/issuances/policies needing field of expertise; 
4. To forward information related to cluster and update progress of the cluster and 
members 

J. PACS memo
For this fiscal year, PACS released a memorandum to provide updates regarding plans 
and activities of PACS. Regular emails and messages in the Messenger Group Chat were 
also sent to members. Likewise, appointments to committee memberships were also 
provided.

K. Other matters
Career scientists were invited as participants, resource persons, and stakeholders to 
different SCS Orientation and Mentoring Programs, NAST Focus Group Discussions, and 
other NAST events and activities.

With all these, I sincerely thank Director Luningning E. Samarita-Domingo for her 
unending support and guidance to the PACS, as well as the SCS Secretariat: Ms. Sarah 
May R. Pascual, Ms. Eurica Faith T. Canonce, Ms. Shane Andaya, and Ms. Virginia Francia 
O. Gavica. I would also like to thank the PACS Board, committee chairs, co-chairs and 
members, all career scientists, agency heads, SCEC, STC, and SCC for making all our 
activities possible. Hoping for increased number of active and productive career scientists 
in the years to come!

Pierangeli G. Vital
PACS President, FY 2024-2025
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Sponsors for the 18th SCS and PACS Annual Meeting 
and Scientific Forum

•	 Department of Science and Technology - Philippine 
Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources 
Research and Development

•	 Department of Agriculture - Philippine Center for 
ostharvest Development and Mechanization 

•	 Department of Science and Technology - Forest Products 
Research and Development Institute 

•	 Department of Science and Technology - Philippine 
Nuclear Research Institute 

•	 Medical Test Systems, Inc.
•	 Department of Agriculture - Philippine Carabao Center 
•	 Department of Agriculture - Crop Biotechnology Center 
•	 PACS Los Baños Cluster
•	 Department of Agriculture - Bureau of Fisheries and 

Aquatic Resources Region 2
•	 DR. NORVIE L. MANIGBAS
•	 Department of Agriculture - Livestock Biotechnology 

Center 
•	 University of the Philippines Diliman - Natural Sciences 

Research Institute 
•	 Department of Environment and Natural Resources - 

Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau
•	 Philippine Nuclear Science Foundation, Inc.
•	 Department of Agriculture - Philippine Fiber Industry 

Development Authority
•	 Philippine Phytopathological Society, Inc
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