


What is the Harlem Renaissance ?

-Cultural and artistic explosion in

the eatrlg 20th century
-In New York City

-from the 1910s to the mid-1930s

-Influencing literature; music; acting et.




The Great Migration

1880s: -RaFiol overo{evelopment —> Empty building
1900s:  -middle-class black families —> Relocating to Harlem
After wwi:  -decline in immigration and northemjob opportunities

1920: -300 000 African American in Harlem
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-new stage work that were withheld




E conpITION OF AFRICA

AMERICAN ACTORS DURING THE
HARLEMIRENAISSANGEL | L1

IMPACT ON BLACK
PEOPLE REPRESENTATION




Outline

The condition of African

American dctors

Portrait of dctors in the
Harlem Renaissance

The impdct of Harlem
Rendissdnce




CONDITIONS OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN ACTORS

A. Limited opportunies in mainstream
theaters

o Confined to stereotypical
roles

e Lack of access
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entertainementt itelu

* Seg rega'tion laws

Qrmance spaces ®
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e Lack OF integm'tion »




C. Struggles for recognition, fair pay
and representation

e Paid less

* No Black directors and produce e




Fe / PORTRAITS OF ACTORS IN THE HARLEM \5\
Y o RENAISSANCE =

BERT ¢ One of the earliest and most influential African American comediahis.
WILLIAMS 2

1874-1922 Despite facing racial discrimination, he became the first person 0{3

gﬁ% __ color to share a Broadway bill with white performers |

Bert Williams A Natural Born Gambler

Known for his vaudeville performances and comedic songs.




e Tackled taboo subjects such as racism, poverty and

9enoler roles in her comeolj.

e Broke barriers in the male-dominated world of comed
MARLEY and influenced generations of comedians :

1882-1975
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eELLINGTON Ao
AGEOFFREY HOLDER DAHCEHS
' C AVALIERS JACKIE MABLEY |
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STEPIN

* Born Lincoln Theodore Monroe Andrew Perry, he was one of the F”’;
African American actors to achieve fame in Hollywood. o

e - Known for his controversial portrayal of lazy, shiftless characters,

FETCHIT

which sparked debates about racial stereotypes.
1202-1285 . - Despite criticisms, his success opened doors for other African

American actors in the entertainment inolu.strj.




PAUL
ROBESON
1898-1976

* one of the first black men to play serious roles in the primarily, VR

white American theater
* Robeson was a passionate advocate for civil rights, labor rights,
and international peace
o .He used his platform to speak out against racism and injustice,
dnd he was involved in various social and political causes

‘thrﬂughuu‘t his life.




IMPACTS

 Rise of new African American theather
groups

* Plays incorporated element of jazz, blues,
spirituals, and folklore

* Playwrights also addressed pressing issues
such as racial segregation, discrimination,

dnd economic inec[u.alitj










