Profile

It's Saturday morning and Debbie Schubert, 54, isn't sleeping in despite having worked over
40 hours at her two jobs that week.

While her children peacefully sleep in their rooms, Schubert prepares for the day ahead.

Donning her outdoor work clothes (loose blue jeans, a T-shirt, and waterproof boots) she begins
the 30-minute drive to her chosen volunteer destination: In Harmony with Nature, a wolf
sanctuary based in Orlando.

Schubert is a senior volunteer with over 500 hours and Saturday’s daily manager, a
responsibility she takes seriously.

She arrives at 9 a.m. before anyone else shows up. The property is a maze of chain-link fence
and overgrown plants; appearance has never been a priority. It’'s quiet at this hour with

wolves quietly meandering or napping inside their pens. The usual scent of animals is thick in
the air as the cool morning breeze whistles through the trees.

Schubert signs in, puts her water bottle on the table, and gets to work.

First, Schubert visits Kaniu. A pure wolf with pale gray fur and yellow eyes, Kaniu was heavily
socialized as a puppy to become an ambassador which would bring more public attention to
the sanctuary. While the ambassadorship didn’t work out, the early exposure to humans caused
her to be one of the more affectionate animals on site, albeit exclusively towards women. When
a man is around, Kaniu frantically paces her pen and allows no one to touch her.

This is why Kaniu is the first stop. Bill, another volunteer, is sure to arrive soon, and Schubert
wants to get her kisses before the pacing begins.

Next up is Konti, a wolfdog with coarse brown fur and droopy eyes. He’s been there the entirety
of Schubert’s time at In Harmony and is 10 years old, which exceeds the average lifespan of a
wolf in the wild.

Not many have access to Konti's pen because he is the biggest and strongest animal on site.
However, this doesn’t apply to Schubert, who assesses his mood before entering his pen. Stiff
body language or standoffishness is always a red flag.

Today, Konti is happy to see her. He wags his tail and Schubert gets on the ground to snuggle.

Schubert isn’t entirely certain how she bonded with Konti. To her, it just automatically
happened, perhaps due to her lack of fear.

Schubert then visits Ray and Rafi, two wolfdogs she has a good relationship with. After that, it's



fair game. There’s always an abundance of chores to be done, whether it's washing dog bowils,
moving fences, or showing a new volunteer the ropes. It's hard work --especially considering
summer is right around the corner, and the Florida sun spares no one-- but seeing her

fellow volunteers and receiving a kiss on the cheek from a wolf makes it worth the trouble.

Daily managers are required to stay at least four hours, so when Schubert is finished, it's around
1:30 p.m. She signs out, grabs her water bottle, and makes the drive back home. Upon arrival,
she immediately changes into comfortable pajamas.

Saturday afternoons are cherished. Schubert has done her good deed for the day and treats
herself to an afternoon relaxing.

In the evening, Schubert boots up her computer for a Minecraft session. Initially introduced to
the game by her son, she now plays nearly every night. She doesn’t focus on killing skeletons
and zombies; instead, she enjoys building and chatting with online friends who vary in age and
location.

It's her tension release from a busy life.

When Schubert tames wolves in Minecraft, she names them after the ones she cares for at In
Harmony. She customizes their collars by making them white, so they look as wild as they did
when she found them.

Schubert had an early exposure to wolves. When she was just five years old, she received an
amalgamation of husky, malamute, and gray wolf from Santa Claus. She named him after
Casper the Friendly Ghost, who was popular during the time. During winter, when New Jersey
was covered with snow, the powerful wolfdog would lead her around on a sled.

“ just wasn'’t afraid of him,” Schubert said.

Schubert moved from New Jersey in 2000 when she was in her early 30s because of her ex
husband's ties to the area. It was a challenge to move away from everything and everyone
she’d known, and still is.

‘I miss my family like hell,” Schubert said. “It's very hard being away from them.”

20 years later, she is now a single mom living with her 20-year-old daughter and 18-year-old
son in Orlando. Schubert considers her biggest priority in life to be her kids and maintains a

close relationship with them.

Her pets come to a close second. Schubert owns three cats, a turtle, and a husky named
Dakota.

Dakota was rescued from Husky Haven, an organization Schubert discovered through In



Harmony. It was important to Schubert that she recused rather than purchasing from a breeder
or a retail company.

“There are so many good animals out there that need a good home,” Schubert said. “People
who buy purebreds just want to show off their pedigree, and | couldn’t care less about that.”

Schubert has owned several huskies over the years, partly because of Casper’s influence.

A neighborhood tabby cat with brown stripes and white paws often visits Schubert's home for
food which initially caused her to believe it was a stray. Despite discovering the cat has an
owner, she still views it as a shared pet due to its frequent visits.

Although Schubert has never been without an animal in the house, there was always a desire
to interact with wolves again. When she went on a family road trip through Wisconsin,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, she made a point to mark every passing wolf sanctuary so they
could stop and visit. When she returned home to Florida, this inspired her to seek one out-- and
to her surprise, there happened to be one close by. She applied as a volunteer and has now
dedicated six years to the sanctuary, gaining a leadership role along the way.

“l didn’t know what she was looking for until | found In Harmony with Nature,” Schubert said.

As Saturday’s daily manager, Schubert acts as a schedule creator, a liaison between the
volunteers and the sanctuary director, a trainer of new volunteers, and a general expert. She
earned the title about two years ago and feels good knowing she’s trusted with the
responsibility.

One member of the Saturday team Schubert is particularly close with is Darlene Young.
Schubert trained Young a few months back and they have been good friends ever since, even
talking outside of their volunteer work. They share common interests, such as their New
Jersey roots and love for pets.

“Every Saturday that we take care of the animals at In Harmony is a pleasant memory, because
we’re all like family,” said Young. “Jersey Girls, no question.”

Schubert also enjoys her time with Kim Kapes, the director of In Harmony. She views Kapes as
the opposite of herself; calm, methodical, and a bit of a hippy, having so much respect for
mother earth she gives names to the roaches in her house.

‘I don’t think I'm like that, but I'm glad she is,” Schubert said.

Schubert has a lot of respect for Kapes because of all the work she does for the sanctuary
every day. Despite not having a typical paying job, she has her own house and property.

Once, Schubert and Kapes witnessed a woman brutally whipping the horse she’d been training
on the property next door. Schubert’s first instinct was to call her out then and there, but Kapes



believed the women probably didn’t understand what she was doing wrong. Kapes took her
time, figuring out the right way to approach so she wouldn’t come off as confrontational.

“I lead with my emotions,” Schubert said. “Kim can hold hers in and come up with something
nice to say.”

Kapes appreciates Schubert’s tendency to nurture not just the animals but the team of
people she works with. Kapes believes the sanctuary has the potential to bring out the best
in people.

“The one thing | feel Debbie has gained from working here with myself and the wolves and
wolfdogs is about keeping a calming inner presence when things around you may not be so
calm,” Kapes said. “It's a key to molding an outcome as best you can.”

Schubert retains a good relationship with most of the animals on site, but there are some
exceptions. Recently, Sirius, an older gray wolf, charged at her while she was showing Young
and another volunteer the ropes. Something similar happened when Schubert first began at In
Harmony, when Val, an arctic wolf, nearly nipped her when she tried removing a log from his
Pen.

It's not uncommon for some wolves to act standoffish towards humans, especially ones that
weren’t socialized at an early age. This doesn't diminish their importance, but Kapes
prioritizes safety, even in cases where the wolf's behavior is not the fault of the volunteer.

This means Schubert isn’t going to visit Sirius or Val anytime soon.

“Wolves are like people,” Schubert said. “Sometimes they like you and sometimes they don’t. It
could be the fabric softener, or the body spray on my clothes, or my general vibe. Who knows?”

Outside of the sanctuary, Schubert works two jobs in homecare, and has been in that field for
over a decade. She has been working at Lou’s Place, a senior daycare, for about a year.

Sometimes it can be grating as people with dementia often forget things and become paranoid.
Constantly, she must repeat answers to questions. Although it has its ups and downs, Schubert
still adores her job.

“I know that the people are safe here during the day,” Schubert said. “They get love, they play
games, they laugh, and watch TV. Their families cherish it because they get to go to work
knowing their family members are safe with us.”

Schubert’s second job is as a personal caretaker of another senior lady. On top of the wolves,

she is working full time. The amount of responsibility Schubert has can be exhausting, but her

deep desire to seek out those who need her --whether that be a senior, her own children, or an
undomesticated wolf in need of some attention-- is what drives her on.



She wouldn’t have it any other way.

Debbie Schubert’s phone #: 386-965-4860
Darlene Young’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/darlene.young.12
Kim Kape’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/kimkapes



