
NYT published a
piece about an

emerging kind of
cancer, titled it “gay
cancer”. (Altman,

1981)

Dr. Arye Rubinsteins
medical discoveries get

dismissed  (Hopkins
Tanne, 2008)

NYT publishes a piece in which they call
this illness “GRID” (Gay Related Immune

Deficiency) (Altman, 1982)

22 cases of infected infants have
been confirmed (December 1982)
(Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention [CDC], 1986) First cases off infection in women
reported (January 7, 1983) (CDC,

1986)

Women get included in
research (Office of AIDS
Research [OAR], 1993)

Gaetan Dugas
becomes patient 0

(McKay R. A.,
2014)

Randy Shilts and others
misread Patient O as Patient

0 (Davis, 2024)

Senator Jesse Helms opposes
funding for AIDS research in
1988 (Socialist Worker, 2008)

AIDS is a “gay disease” and the myth of  “patient zero”

CDC study including Gaetan
Dugas  gets published (McKay

R. A., 2014)

Senator Lawton Chiles  dismisses
AIDS as anything other than a “gay

disease” (Patterson, 2017)

The public beliefs their politicians
and the media and AIDS is a “gay

disease” (Patterson, 2017)

Impact

Disinformation

Facts
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