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Riders born into
successful equestrian
families look to have

a head start. Butis it
always an advantage

to have such a legacy?
Catherine Welton
explores what it’s like to
grow up as a member
of “equestrian royalty”

ACK WHITAKER first started
to get an inkling that he came
from a famous equestrian
family when he was about
nine years old.
“We used to go to London Olympia
and Dad [ Michael ] and John used to get
a big cheer when they went in the ring,”
he recalls. “You couldn’t get anywhere
because of people taking their photo.”
Seeing his family’s success made Jack
want to pursue a career in showjumping.
“You see Dad and the rest of the family
winning week in and week out, then, when
you get that first taste of winning, you want
to replicate that feeling,” he says.




