STREET BEAN CAFE

a van with the words ‘coffee van?’ In three
weeks, we went from having a joke about it,
to literally having all the gear and no idea.'

Amie's grateful for the support they
received as a new business. ‘Everyone
we met along the way was so kind and
complimentary about what we'd done. We
still have the van now and do a few events
during the year, but the dream was always
to have our very own bricks and mortar
coffee shop.’

Last year, the couple achieved that dream.

Their café serves a wide range of delicious
cakes, including vegan and gluten-free
options. Savoury items include paninis
and the café’s famous sausage rolls which
come in a variety of inventive flavours. ‘I'd
say our most popular cake is the carrot
cake or the brownie. The pork and Seville
orange marmalade is my absolute favourite
sausage roll, it flies out the door,’ says Amie.

Not surprisingly, the coffee takes equal
billing on the menu with the food, and
Amie's keen to expand the range they offer.

‘We would like to introduce some single
origin coffees for people to try and I would
love to offer flight boards of coffee where
you can try different ones for a set price to
see what you like. It's so easy to come in
and ask for a latte because that's what you
normally get so I'd love for people to step
outside of their comfort zone and give some
of my favourites a try.’

As well as attracting visitors to the area,
the café is also a favourite place for locals to
catch up with neighbours and friends. The
café supports local artists too, and recent
craft fairs and a glass-making workshop
where people could make their own glass
bird have proved popular.
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The couple are quick to recognise that
teamwork has been a big part of their
success. ‘We're very lucky to have amazing
staff, we couldn't do it without them. When
we opened, we had the wonderful Maddie
by our side. Nicole and Rose started a week
later and then our oldest son, Doug, and his
best mate Max joined us too.'

Come rain or shine, the Street Bean Café
is open Wednesday through to Sunday. And
there's nowhere Amie would rather be, ‘We
just absolutely love our little shop. It doesn't
really feel like work, 1 feel like I get to go
and have coffee with different friends every
day, it doesn’t really get much better than
that does it?' @

Street Bean Café, Adscombe Lane,
Over Stowey, TA5 1HN

GREAT WOOD
FACT FILE

There are 600 hectares of ancient
oaks and conifers, including the
Impressive Douglas Fir, which can
reach 50m in height, making it one
of the tallest trees in England
Managed by Forestry England,

the woodland has paid parking,
toilets and marked routes

Walkers, dogs, cyclists and
horse riders are all welcome
Red deer and buzzards are
regularly spotted
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