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How To Navigate A Roundabout
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Americans tend to be fond of stop signs and electric traffic lights—after all, we invented
them—and we've installed them by the millions, leaving other setups, such as
roundabouts, to the rest of the world.

But roundabouts are actually safer and more efficient than traditional intersections, so
it's no surprise the U.S. is (finally) coming around to them. A 2001 study by the
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety found that fatal crashes decreased by 89% at
intersections where stop signs and traffic signals were replaced by roundabouts, and a
2014 study in Minnesota saw similar results. “The most deadly type of crash is the
right-angle crash,’ explains Derek Leuer, a traffic safety engineer at the Minnesota
Department of Transportation. “At roundabouts, it is nearly impossible for a right-angle
crash to occur”



