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she was on and needed 
a more aggressive treatment.

Doctors are still hopeful it 
will work.

Zella also had one of her 
ovaries removed and 
cryogenically frozen, so she 
has a chance of having 
biological children in the 
future.

All we can do is take every 
day as it comes and make  
our little girl as comfortable 
as ever.

Zella is the bravest soul. 
Not a day goes by when she 
doesn’t blow me away.

And I’m so proud of how 
mature Milo has been. He’s 
the best big brother our Zella 
could ask for.

set up a JustGiving 
page.

The next day, I checked 
the page and gasped.

‘We’ve already raised 
£3000!’ I told Mum.

‘That’s amazing!’ she replied.
Thanks to our friends and 

family, it wasn’t long before 
we hit our £5000 target.

Soon after, Milo came into 
the kitchen with a big 
question.

‘Mum, can I shave my head, 
please?’ he asked. 

When he’d said it in the 
hospital, I’d assumed it was a 
reaction to seeing Zella. But 
now I realised he was serious.

‘Of course,’ I replied, 
fighting back tears.

A few days later, we sat 
Mum and Milo down 
for their haircut. By 
now, donations had 
hit over £7000.

‘Look at all my 
hair,’ Milo said, 
giggling as clumps 
fell around him.

‘You’re so brave,’  
I said, kissing the 
top of his freshly 
shaved head.

But soon after, 
there was bad news. 
Zella wasn’t 
responding well to 
the chemotherapy 

too?’ Milo asked.
‘No, love,’ I replied. ‘You’ve 

got to be her strong big 
brother.’

When Milo was able to 
visit, the doctors explained 
the treatment his baby sister 
was having and why she’d 

lost her hair.
‘I’m going to 

shave my hair off 
too,’ he said. ‘So Zel 
doesn’t feel alone.’

I laughed and 
said: ‘If you say so.’

A month later, 
Zella was allowed 

home. We moved in with 
Mum for a while to make it 
easier for us to get Zella to 
her weekly check-ups and 
chemo sessions.

She was still fragile, but 
bringing her home gave  
us hope.

‘I can’t thank you enough 
for everything, Mum,’ I said 
after tucking Zella into bed 
on her first night back.

‘She’s our little fighter,’ 
Mum said, squeezing my arm.

A few weeks on, Mum told 
me she was going to shave 
her hair off to raise money 
for Neuroblastoma UK, so we 

chemotherapy as soon as 
possible,’ he told us.

Back at Zella’s bedside, we 
stared at our baby girl in 
disbelief.

‘She’s only one, it’s not fair,’ 
I whispered. 

The next day, Zella began 
treatment. It zapped 
her energy, leaving 
her bed-bound,  
and her curly 
golden hair fell out 
almost instantly.

‘Her gorgeous 
hair,’ I sobbed. 
‘She’s so young.’

A week later, we spent 
Zella’s second birthday in the 
children’s ward. 

She was there for four 
weeks with me and Ryan by 
her side. 

At home in Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, my parents 
Sue and Carl stepped in to 
take care of Milo.

We knew he was worried, 
so we explained it as best  
we could.

‘Your sister is poorly but 
she’s in hospital where 
doctors are going to make 
her better,’ I told him.

‘Am I going to get poorly 

When we 
received 
devastating 
news, my boy 
made an 
amazing 
gesture. By 
Rachel 
Woollard, 26

Waking up, I 
immediately 
checked on my 
daughter Zella, who 

was lying beside me.
‘How’s my little girl doing?’ 

I asked softly.
Zella, one, had been 

struggling to sleep for the 
last few nights. She’d been so 
upset the previous night, I’d 
brought her into bed with me.

It was so unlike her and 
now, when I picked her up, 
she looked so tired. I noticed 
her nappy was bone dry, too.

‘Oh, sweetie, you’re not 
doing too good,’ I said.

While my hubby Ryan 
stayed at home with our son 
Milo, five, I took Zella to 
hospital.

After tests including an 
ultrasound and bladder scan, 
a doctor asked if Ryan could 
join me to discuss the results 
and fear set in.

Something must be seriously 
wrong, I thought, calling 
Ryan.

When he arrived, we were 
taken into a private room. 

‘Your daughter has cancer,’ 
the doctor said, gravely.

Ryan and I held hands as 
we struggled to take in the 
news.

The doctor explained that 
Zella had a type of cancer 
called neuroblastoma. The 
tests had shown a large 
tumour in her pelvic area.

‘We’ll need to get her into 

1 What is Anne Hegerty’s 
nickname on The Chase?

2 The motto ‘In God We Trust’ 
features on the coins of  
which country?

3 Who created the characters  
Pop and Ma Larkin?

4 Danny Jones, who won The 
Masked Singer earlier this year, 
is a member of which band?

5 How many centimetres are  
there in half a metre?

6 Mild-mannered janitor Penry 
Pooch is the alias of which 
cartoon crime fighter?

7 What first name connects 
comedians Kane and Howard?

8 What colour code is given to  
the most common type of  
fire extinguishers, which  
contain water?

9 What must a church contain  
to be formally classed as  
a cathedral?

10 Which order of animals  
gets its name from the Latin  
for ‘Pouch’?

11 Who is Dune star Josh Brolin’s 
very famous stepmother?

12 Texas Hold ’Em and 16 
Carriages are the lead singles 
from which music star’s new 
country-tinged album?

13 What colour is the rearing horse 
on the Ferrari logo?

14 Roots is a self-portrait by which 
Mexican artist?

15 What type of dairy product  
is Hereford Hop?

16 How many bottles are there  
in a standard case of wine?

17 Finn Wolfhard, Paul Rudd and 
Dan Aykroyd have recently 
reprised their roles in Frozen 
Empire, the latest instalment  
in which comedy film franchise?

18 What colour are the eggs  
of a robin?

19 On which of the Canary Islands 
are the Montañas del Fuego, or 
Fire Mountains, located?

20 According to the saying, 
‘Practice makes’ what?

	★ PERFECT
	★ CHEESE
	★ RED
	★ GHOSTBUSTERS
	★ BEYONCE
	★ �HONG KONG 
PHOOEY
	★ LANZAROTE

	★ 50
	★ MCFLY
	★ THE GOVERNESS
	★ BLACK
	★ 12
	★ �BARBRA 
STREISAND
	★ MARSUPIAL

	★ �BISHOP’S 
THRONE
	★ H E BATES
	★ BLUE
	★ TEETH
	★ RUSSELL
	★ USA
	★ FRIDA KAHLO

The answer to 
each question 
can be found in 
the box at the 
bottom. Cross them 
off as you go.

Win! 4x 4x £100£100
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