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Jurisdictional Frustrations
Trigger Lawman’s Resigﬂatiﬂn

By Jeff Hinkle

HE SOUTHERN UTE INDIAN
Heservation occupies a small fraction
of Colorado’s southwest comer. Fil-
teen miles wide and 70 miles long, it
barders dwo Colormdo counties, cov
ers more than S00,000 weres and 15 divided by
twe slale LIdm‘u}:. It is what is known as a
checkerhoard reservation™ meaning non
Indians oceupy fee-land within its borders.
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least fve different law enforecment AgenChes
have jurisdiction in the area,

It pets really confusing at times,” sid Kick
Phillips. chicf of the Southern Ute tribal po-
lice, “You pull over an offender and you have
to ask yoursell, Am 1 on Indien land? Ts this

] 131i.1 ||||,!iu|| _|||ri:1-:|'ir_'|i4.-r|'.'I Are the offenders
Indian or pon-Indian®™ We've had to call out
BIA SUCVEPORS soanetines to determine whose

land we're on when we're i|'-1.'|'-.l'ig.:|1ir|g i
crime.”

Belare taking his current prosition, |"'||I]Ii|_:-:i
was police chiel in the town of Ignacie, Colo
— 1 non-Indian community, nine blocks long
srpure in the middle of the reservation. That
town'’s current police chief, Pete Gonzales. has
handed in his resignation
eneed. in part, by his frustrations with the ju
risdictional Jigsaw Em.rxh that makes up the
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tomam il e -1|||||1|||:1|ir|:; reservation

“All T wanted to do was to try and enforce
the kows t'\tlllilli}.l.(;Llllf'..:ll.':f..\\.l.ijj. “T 't o that.
The low is tilted too much in their [Indians]
favor. They clean my clock on four-out-of-five
issues,”

Gonealez said he is tired of the second-guess
img he and his staff must do while enforcing
|E|l' Iil'u‘r' il.lllt EI} 1'{']|i|! !II:' IJI.'ti'..\ CE ane "'F!U'IIII.II'!:
standarcls” within the system

“If we pull over an Anglo for o DUL they're
suil iject 1o & breath besl, arrest, ]l.ll.i’.‘IIII;-_' thitr li-
cense. But, because the tribe bas concurment
jurisdiction in this town, we can’t pull over a

| Mative American — I have to call the tribal po-

lice:. Thist Mative Armerican ity not lose his
license. It might be nine months before he
s “J'.I':IKL' 2

Hypothetically e~|x':t|Ci||-;_:. Goneales: said,
S!II::"III‘J IIE' |-I||-:| a ':II":“] IHII:I.}' in anl' -!Jil':'k‘i'ﬂl ':II.
#n Indian’s ear: It would be insdmissible, Al
could say is — "Have a nice day, and try and
1.-:-.-1.'|| that |lf||.[y'w\-'.'||‘!‘|| iy

But tribal afficials see Gonzalez as the cause
of their frustrations. Last November, four
Southemn Utes and one non-Ute Indian living
on the reservation fled o lowsait in US, Dis-
trict Court alleging Gonzalez and three of his
officers, between March and December of last
vear, had been making wnlawdul stope and falee
aTrests, using cxeessive fowre :|1'|||1.'ir|rr|r.i|1qt'r|4,'ir
due process and equal protection under the law.
Town olficials are also named in the soit for
[ailure to supervise and train their olficers

Two of the officers named in the suit have
already resigmed from the foree.

The suit hag intensified divisions within the
temwnn amd b attracted national attention

“The relationship between the toam and the
Iribe is the worst il has ever been”
Geoffrey Craig, an attomey representing the
Southern Utes in the lawsuit.

“[The jurisdictional issues] are resalviabile,
but Chief Gonealex thinks its a huge pain in
the: ass to apply tribal law,” Craig said

f.llll'!"lﬂ:.'_l. Ignacio alficials ad tribal repre-
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| sentatives are working with a mediator in hopes
| of resobang the lawsuit before it goes o oout.

Those interviewed for this SHOry WETE stioas
county land? Does the FBI have authority or [

in their comments |'|l.'}I|:III'I‘_[ the outcome of

| 1]|||M'."|<'gr:-€|:||im|h.

Cormig saicd the mediation imvobves issues con
cerning pofice pursuit and jurisdictional mat-
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ters, which may “hamper the town’s ability to pursue DU prosecation,” Te
alsn involves the civil suie, for which he hispes to see some “redress” for his
clients.

“If vou're an emplovee of this town, you have to face the reality that we
reside on a reservation,” Craig said. “Instead of dragging vour fect, you can
Tears ahout those ssues. Chiel Conebes i@ nol interestesd in leaming about
tribel jurisdiction. He'd like to go to sleep, wake up and have the Ute tribe
pone — and his problems gone.”

Conzales is not unfamiliar with ethnie tensions. For 21 years, he was with
the Los Angeles County SherifTs Department. He andd his wife lad long
talkad about retiring to southwest Colorado. When they saw an ad for the
vacant knw enforcement position, Gonzales applied. roquested earby retine-
ment in California and moved his family to Tgnacio.

“Before | cume out bere, 1 was like any liberal in California or Washing-
ton or Tennassee when it came o Native Americans. But #t's different hare.
The laws aren’t applied fairhy
Caming is very luerative. The
tribe is very wealthy and they
havve a Iot of natural resources,
Thi bown is jealons,” Conzalez
saidl. “1 don’t feel like I'm in
America as long as I'm on the

He has been Ignacio’s palice
chief for six years, vet, he said,
the five alleged complaints
againat him oceurred in the
same sig-month pariod that he
stepped up DUT enforsement

“The tribe is in denial over
alenhol,” Gonealez concluded.
“They blame evervhody, but
they don't look at themsehses

Many lgnaein residents

have come out in su of
mquE, mv the resigning lmunmp?:dﬂud-
ing Sen, Ben ngh thorse

|E'C|V|ﬁg Iﬂighf Campbell, H-Cala., the onby

American Indian m 'I._'A,:ngmﬁs.

accomplish ~ Camphell has expressed alle-

gianee with Conzalez to re-

i L porters and has reminded
SDmEThlng' tribal leaders of the police
chief’s “heroic efforts” to save

feur drowning Utes in a fatal

aleohol-related car accident last vear,

The high-profile support does not surprise Craig, “Gonsales and Camphell
are friends, Camphell's apinion might ke more balanced if he heard the
tribe’s perspective.” Craig said.

Far Charlie Flagg, an official with the Southen Ute Division of Gaming
— and former police chief of bath the Ignacio palice and the tribal police
— the jurisdictional issues are not that complicated. "It real straightfor.
ward,” F'!aﬁ gabd. “Its not o headmche, Tt iets back ta training, education
and respect for tribal sovereignby. It doesn't matter if someone thinks it's
right or not — the Supreme Court savs its right.”

"N one wants b resolve this mone than | do,” Coneales said, “1'd like to
bring these issues to the forefront. Then, maybe, my leaving might aceom-
P|is!| n:mﬁﬁ'l.ing."

“From a personal perspective, Chiel Goneales is a nice guy,” Craig sabd
“Penple likee him. But professionally, he seems negative. He's telling people
b wants to got off the resenvation and back to America. Well, that is America
— it includes Tndians. You could look at that as o positive t|'li11|g- You could

exish in k‘l&:’l‘l‘]ﬂl‘li_'r'l rather than at odds with them.” ]
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