Leaders Are Bleeders: MSMC Hosts Emergency Blood Drive
Tanner Tait

MSMC held an emergency blood drive Feb. 6, urging students to donate whole blood and double “power” red.

“There’s always a shortage,” said Chris Dunkley, blood drive manager from New York Blood Center, as he replaced a full bag of power red blood cells with an empty one, ready to receive its next pint. His mind was still focused on his previous function, a blood drive in the Bronx just a few days prior. He’s been doing this for 18 years.

Dunkley’s drive offered both whole blood and double red machines for blood collection. Whole blood machines are typically the fan favorites, as they take platelets, red blood cells and plasma, and the process only takes about five minutes. Real superstars (who fit the height and weight requirements) opt for the double red machine, which only takes red blood cells and allows for twice as many red blood cells to be collected. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Double red machines make the blood easier to use, as hospitals don’t need to sort out the various components. “Every five people who donate whole blood makes up one pint of red,” said Dunkley, “but everyone who donates is helping.”

Seasoned blood donor and MSMC Senior Sebastian Wayne has not yet done double reds, but says he’s willing to give it a try some time. His major reason for sticking to whole blood donations is how fast and efficient the process is. “I’m good at bleeding – and fast,” he said, as he gathered his things to rush off to class.

Like Wayne, most MSMC students are ready and willing to help donate. “If you think about those getting the blood, it’s easier to give blood,” Dunkley said. “Think about those receiving it, and it’s easier to give it. Nobody wants to be receiving it.”
