
AI:
“YOUR MOVE, HUMANITY”

08
“Your Move,
Humanity”
A Conversation with Grok

03
June 2025

12
Why AI Is Bad
News for Atheists
by Sean McDowell
& John Lennox

24
Christ in
the Rubble
by Timothy C. Morgan

20
Mister Rogers
Saw the Screen
as Sacred Ground
by Wendy Murray

exfonte
A Magazine of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary



CREDITS & PERMISSIONS

Scripure quoaions in Pracicing Presence are rom he ESV® Bible (Te Holy Bible, English Sandard Version®) unless oherwise noed; © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing minisry o Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All righs reserved. Te ESV ex may no be quoed in any publicaion
made available o he public by a Creaive Commons license. Te ESV may no be ranslaed in whole or in par ino any oher language.

“Wedding he Ri”: Karen An-Hwei Lee is auhor o several poery collecions and serves as provos and proessor o English a Wheaon College, IL.

“Te Vanishing”: Bruce Bond is he auhor o 37 books including, mos recenly, Patmos (Juniper Prize, UMass, 2021), Liberation of Disso-
nance (Schaffner, 2022), Invention of the Wilderness (LSU, 2023), Vaul (Ashland, 2023), Lunete (Green Linden, 2024), and Te Dove o he Morning
News (U o NV, 2024).

COVER PACKAGE

“Your Move, Humaniy”
A Conversaion wih Grok
by Grok & Friend

Why AI Is Bad News or Aheiss
by Sean McDowell & John Lennox

wo Ciies
by Sean McDonough

Poem: “Wedding Te Ri”
by Karen An-hwei Lee

Te Gi o Noodles
by Alex Koh

Miser Rogers Saw he Screen as
Sacred Ground
by Wendy Murray

Dancing Cas or Holy Focus?
by Bradley Howell

PRESIDENT’S PEN

by Scot W. Sunquis

FROM THE EDITOR

by Wendy Murray

LETTERS

IN THIS ISSUE

4

5

6

7

8

12

14

17

18

20

22

contents

Features

exfonte JUNE | 20252



Editor in Chief
Wendy Murray

Art Director
Nicole Rim

Editorial Advisor
Debora de Paula Hoyle

Contributing Editors
imohy C. Morgan
Wesley Vander Lug

Book Review Editor
Daniel F. Flores

Copy Editor
Elizabeh Davis

Writers
Anne Shearer
Kerry Luddy

GORDON-CONWELL
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Scot W. Sunquis
Presiden and Proessor o Missiology

Seong Hyun Park
Provost, Assistant Professor of
Old Testament

Alex Koh
Vice Presiden o Sraegy,
Chie Inormaion Officer

Brad Howell
Vice President of Graduate
Program Operaions

Brian Gardner
Vice President of Advancement

Debora De Paula Hoyle
Senior Direcor o Markeing
and Communications

Eun Ah Cho
Dean of the Gordon-Conwell Institute,
Professor of Intercultural Studies

Gregg Hansen
Chie Financial Officer

Jana Holiday
Dean of Students

Mia Erel
Chie o Saff

NEWS FEATURE

Chris in he Rubble
by imohy C. Morgan

ON POINT: NEWS

by Anne Shearer
Christians in the Congo
Te Shroud o urin
Te SBC

ARTS & CULTURE

Ar, Generaive AI, and Our
Human Calling
by Dane Rich

Te Ineffable Power o
Absrac Ar
by Josh Jensen

Wes’s List: How Gardening Forms
a Healhy “Social Imaginary”
by Wesley Vander Lug

BOOKS

Te Black Church in he
American Proesan
Chrisian Experience
A Review by Nicholas Rowe

Shor Reviews
“From he Auhor”
Pray Naturally: Finding
Your Spiriual Confidence
as a Woman Loved by God
by Rachel Briton

GORDON-CONWELL

Faculy & Alumni Updaes
by Kerry Luddy

“On he Fronier”
Te Sae o Menal Healh
by Will Halsey

24

28

30

32

33

34

35
36

37

39

Lie ogeher
by Gwenfair Adams

Here & Tere
by Will Halsey

Poem, “Te Vanishing”
by Bruce Bond

Practicing Presence

40

41

42

43

Departments

Columns

3exfonte JUNE | 2025



We hope you enjoy this probing and enlivening feast for the mind.

And be sure to tell a friend about Ex Fonte.

Scan & Subscribe

7exfonte JUNE | 2025

IN THIS ISSUE

T
his issue ocuses widely on how he aih commu-
niy can and ough o hink abou he digial uni-
verse we inhabi (wih or wihou our consen).
Te exploraions span a wide swah o inpu and

ideas rom a variey o hough leaders, including our lead
aricle wherein he AI plaorm, Grok, learns a lesson from
a probing pasor abou he resurrecion. Beyond ha, Sean
McDowell and John Lennox highligh AI’s bad news or
aheiss, Sean McDonough capures an arresing vision
o “wo ciies,” Alex Koh explores Niebuhr’s paradigm o
“Chris and Culure,” Wendy Murray reminds us o Fred
“Miser” Rogers’ sacred use o media, Brad Howell guides

us hrough he empaion o dancing cas, and Autumn
Ridenour discusses her upcoming book on he subjec and
her sense o echnology as an inruder.

Tere’s more. Tis powerul issue also includes (among oh-
er hings) Tim Morgan’s hard look a he deadly cos or
Chrisians in he Middle Eas by Wesern inervenion o
regime changes. Nicholas Rowe reviews a ground-break-
ing new book abou he Black Church in American Proes-
anism, and news wrier Anne Shearer deails he laes
archaeological invesigaion o he myserious Shroud o
urin.

In This Issue
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“GOD MAY HAVE
FORGOTTEN US”
Chaos in he Congo coninues as
milian groups disrup

D ecades o chronic conflic in
he Democraic Republic o
he Congo (DRC) regained

atenion his year as milian Islamis
insurgen group Allied Democraic
Forces (ADF) along wih M23 in-
creased heir aggression.

Te ISIS-linked ADF is upping
atacks on Chrisian villages in he
Norh Kivu province, killing people,
kidnapping, and desroying homes.
In February, he world was shocked
o hear o 70 Chrisians rounded up
and decapiaed inside a church in
he Lubero erriory. ADF is alleged-
ly responsible, hough no one had
claimed credi or he atack a ime
o wriing.

Elsewhere in DRC’s easern re-
gion, he rebel group M23 overook
provincial capials Goma and Bukavu.
Tese ciies are rade hubs or minerals
essenial o echnology producion.
Tough M23 claims i fighs o pro-
ec he usi ehnic minoriy, heir
moivaions are purely economic,
says Gideon Mashauri. Mashauri is a
Congolese naional and PhD suden
a Arican Inernaional Universiy in
Nairobi, Kenya. He ounded he Agape
Great Commission Association, which
serves people in he DRC war zone.

Mashauri says his moher-in-law
winessed he housands killed in
Goma. “Te corpses o hese people
were ound on he sree; hey sared
smelling . . . I hink ha alone could

jus ell he inernaional communiy
ha his is no okay,” he said.

Mashauri worries or his amily
in Goma, where daily survival is un-
cerain. “Tey have ormed a group
o gangs in he ciy who are going
during he nigh o jus seal people’s
hings, like phones and money, and
inimidae people—even killing,” he
saes. “Geting ood has become very
difficul, because almos everyhing
has been plundered.” Mashuari also
repors M23 is orcing young people
o join is ranks.

Te DRC’s governmen is aiming
or peaceul dialogue wih oher Cen-
ral-Arican presidens o soohe he
conflic, bumany inernaional acors
benefi rom he mineral smuggling
aking place under he chaos. Rwanda
is suspeced o ueling M23 o pirae
minerals. Mashuari says local people
have ound Rwandan miliary IDs on
allen M23 members.

Te Congolese people need power
o resore peace, says Mashuari, bu
“we are no even given ha oppor-
uniy. We do have many good ideas
coming rom young people [and] rom
poliicians, bu I hink he inerna-
ional communiy mosly inereres
simply because hey are argeing heir
agenda.”

Te DRC is 80 percen Chrisian,
bu Mashauri says his is a mosly
nominal majoriy. Te Congolese eel
negleced by he world and God, he
says. People are asking, “I seems like
God may have orgoten us. Why are
we living like animals who are or-
goten in his world? Are we no like
oher human beings?”

Mashauri (in white shirt) visited family in Goma just before M23 invaded.

SHROUD OF TURIN
RESURFACES
IN THE NEWS
Te mos sudied archeological ariac
in the world still incites curiosity

T he Shroud o urin has garnered
a resh wave o atenion aer
podcaser Joe Rogan shared a

video abou i in March. Te Shroud
is a linen cloth bearing the image of
a man wih bloodsains and wounds
comparable to the biblical account of
Jesus’ crucifixion. Some believe i o be
he burial cloh o Jesus.

Te video Rogan shared is by re-
ired clinical nurse and nursing eacher
Dr. John Campbell. Campbell saes ha
various areas o science seem o poin o
he shroud’s auheniciy: pollen and dir
samples esed are rom he Jerusalem
area, DNA ess o he bloodsains show
hem o be rom a human male, and
visible bruises and wounds align wih
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Roman orure and crucifixion. Campbell
also notes that the image of the man pen-
eraes only one fiber deep on he linen
weave, a phenomenon which researchers
are unable o replicae. Campbell saes,
“Te pahology, he medicine, he phys-
iology, he phoography, he boany, he
geology, he mineralogy, he hisory all
come ogeher o orm a . . . very consis-
en sory.”

Science has produced a range o sae-
mens abou he Shroud. A 1988 sudy daed
he shroud o medieval imes using Car-
bon-14 daing. Skepics say newer carbon
maerial conaminaed he sample daed.

A 2022 sudy usedWide-Angle X-Ray
Scatering (WAXS) o examine he molec-
ular sae o he linen fibers, comparing
heir degradaion levels o a linen sample
daed 55-74 AD. Te WAXS resuls rom
boh linen samples were compaible,
hough he researchers saed, “Amore ac-
curae and sysemaic X-ray invesigaion
omore samples aken rom he S [urin
Shroud] abric would be mandaory o
confirm he conclusions o our sudy.”

Te Roman Caholic Church has
no made a saemen abou wheher he
Shroud is an auhenic relic.

SOUTHERN BAP-
TIST CONVENTION:
NO CHARGES
A lack o ederal prosecuion garners
mixed reacions, while denominaion-
al growh shifs o New England.

T his spring, he U.S. Depar-
men o Jusice closed a wo-
and-a-hal year invesigaion

ino he Souhern Bapis Convenion
(SBC) regarding alleged mishandling
o sexual abuse repors. Te inves-
igaion began in 2022 ollowing a
hird-pary repor by Guidepos Solu-
ions ha SBC leaders silenced sexual
abuse survivors and ailed o repor
abuse by SBC pasors. Te Guidepos
repor led o concerns abou a wide-
spread abuse crisis in he SBC.

Te DOJ invesigaion closed
wih no sexual-abuse relaed charges.
Te only charges raised were agains
Souhwesern Bapis Teological Sem-
inary proessor and inerim Provos
Mat Qeen, who alsified claims o
invesigaors.

SBC reorm advocae Chrisa
Brown wroe in an opinion piece or
Bapis News Global, “Te absence o
ederal prosecuions does no in any
way indicae he absence o criminal
conduc, he absence o immoral
conduc or he absence o harmul
conduc,” saing sexual assaul and
abuse crimes “ypically . . . all under
sae law.”

Abuse survivors like Brown wan
he SBC o be held liable or abuse in
SBC-affiliaed churches. Because he
SBC’s srucure currenly renders
churches independen, he SBC is
no liable or abuse occurring wihin
hese churches.

Te SBC’s Execuive Commitee
(EC) voed in Sepember 2024 o creae
a deparmen “o assis churches in he
area o sexual abuse prevenion and
response,” repored he Bapis Press.
Survivors and reormers had pushed
or a daabase o abusive pasors o be
posed on he SBC’s websie.Tis idea
seemed o be losing seam by early
2025, wih he SBC oping o ocus
insead upon educaional prevenion

and care maerials or churches in-
sead. Te abuse invesigaions and
allou had cos he SBC $13 million in
legal ees and oher spending.

Meanwhile, he mos recen daa
rom he SBC shows every U.S. region
saw a decline in SBC churches excep
or New England, which saw 10 per-
cen growh.

Anne Shearer is a news writer for this magazine.

Artistic depiction of the Shroud of Turin, incorporated
into a scene of the Descent from the Cross, by painter
Giulio Clovio, c. 1540.


