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Introductions

Deidre Brooks
Mentor Montessori Teacher
Denver Harbor & South Side

Houston
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As you prepare to engage in this presentation, please
consider the following norms:

e Child first ALWAYS.

BEZoOsS
ACADEMY

« Be responsive to topic
suggestions.

* Your participation and
contributions are important.

* Thisis a safe space.



Developmental
Stages of Language

Each plane has:
1t stage — Receptive and developmental

2"d stage — Consolidation & manifestation

Montessori's Four Planes of Development

Infancy Childhood Adolescence Maturity
(0 -6 years) (6 =12 years) (12 - 18 years) (12 - 18 years)

Rapid turbulent slow calm Rapid turbulent slow calm
change change change change




Language is primarily something
that is spoken; its written
counterpart is only a literal
transfer of the sounds into visible
signs.
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. .
Today’s objectives:
1. Review general stages of language
development.
2. Identify characteristics of language exercises.
3. Develop knowledge of the specific areas of the

Montessori classroom which support language
development.



Language Exercises
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Characteristics of
Language Exercises

Usually involve an adult

Include the Three Period Lesson

Use picture cards which are realistic and classified

Introduce objects which are realistic and offer sensory impressions
Introduce letters by their sound, and not their name

Materials should be rich and varied, relevant to the child and our
culture

Never use baby words. Instead, try to expand their vocabulary!
Language exercises grow the child from the concrete to the
abstract.

Clasbification Rel ethe ingermation fei el
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The Three Period Lesson

* Period 1 is the Introductory lesson — The adult introduces the name
of the object or picture

* Period 2 —is the Teaching period. The teaching period is the longest
period in that we work with the child until their interest begins to
wane. We engage the child to interact with the object or child.
Example, “touch the apple.” Point to the apple. Give me the apple.
Put the apple here.

* Period 3 is the Testing period. — We test the child’s new knowledge,

his or her acquisition of the name. We ask, “What is this? What is
this? What is this?”
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Areas of Language in the
classroom

1. Spoken Language exercises
2. Vocabulary

3. Writing

4.Reading

5. Reading Classification

6. Word Study

7. Function of Words

8. Reading Analysis
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l. Spoken
Language

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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EnxecAsen:

. Greeting

. Transitions:

. Whole group gathering
. Small group gathering-

. Question game

. Storytelling




Il. Enrichment
of Vocabulary

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:

1. Oral
nomenclature

3. Sound
games - | Spy
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lll. Writing

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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Reading

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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Reading Classification

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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Word Study

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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Function of
Words

PURPOSES:

The house

the hedgehod.

EXERCISES:
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Reading
Analysis

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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Interpretive
Reading

PURPOSES:

EXERCISES:
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Children’s House Language Timeline

PREPARED
MONTESSORIAN
INSTITUTE

Spoken Language: Conversation, Storytelling, Games

Enrichment of Vocabulary: Nomenclature, Classified Nomenclature (Oral)
Sound Games: First Sounds, Last Sounds, Analyzing
Metal Insets
Sandpaper Letters
Moveable Alphabet
Phonogram Sandpaper Letters
Chalkboard
Writing on Paper
Phonetic Obj. Bx Word Study

Article Game

Phonetic Cards

Phonetic Booklets

Key:

Spoken Language
Enrichment of Vocabulary
Written Language
Reading
Reading Classification

m Word Study
Function of Words
Reading Analysis
Interpretive reading

Phonogram Obj. Bx Lg. Adj. Game

Phonogram Bklts

Phonogram Cards

Classification Labels

Classification Cards

Definition Booklets

Adjective Game Verb Game

Reading Analysis

Interpretive Reading

Other Aspcts of Verbs
Dtctv. Adj. Game Adverb Game

Conjctn. Game Lg. Adv. Game

Prepst. Game Verb Commands



Study Guide

e Reading Lecture 8 (on page 55) — The Development of Language
® (The 1946 London Lectures) Maria Montessori

* Review questions (see next slide)



Rerniern questions

1.

Describe the activities we do with the children to help them develop their oral language.

Why does writing come before reading? How does written language begin? What are the other
activities we are going to introduce to the child?

How do we introduce reading? What kinds of reading practice do we provide the child to solidify the
introduction to reading experience?

What is the purpose of the 2" Object box? How does the child practice these skills after the
introduction? How does the child learn the varied spellings of key sounds?

What are Puzzle Words? How do we introduce them and how does the child get practice with these
words?

What is in Classified Reading? What does each activity offer the child?

How do Function of Words and Reading Analysis support the child’s language development?



Q&A

What questions or
comments do you have?
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