
SUMMER 
2024 

For travellers seeking the ultimate 
summer holiday, BookRetreats’ Summer 
2024 Report reveals the best beaches in 
Europe for sun, safety, popularity, 
accessibility, and water quality.
 



The summer of 2024 is shaping up to be Europe’s 
biggest holiday season in five years as air traffic 
and hotel bookings return to pre-pandemic 
levels. It's the season families, burnt-out 
professionals, and solo travellers have been 
dreaming of—a chance to find that perfect beach 
they can sink their toes into and fully unwind.

Diving into the latest data, BookRetreats' 
Summer 2024 Report explores hundreds of 
coastal hotspots across 16 European countries 
to rank the best beaches based on what 
travellers value most: popularity, weather, 
safety, accessibility, and water quality. 

Each beach was rated on a scale from 0 to 1 for 
these factors, adding up to a total possible 
score of 5.

From quiet coves in Croatia to the sun-baked 
shores of Spain, Portugal, and more, these are 
the best beaches on the continent.

But what makes a beach 
‘the best’? Is it good 
weather, effortless 
access, safe shores, or 
crystal clear waters?

As the world’s no.1 retreat site with handpicked 
holidays in more than 200 countries, we know all 
of these details matter to travellers. 



Swimmers:
Cyprus—99.2% of all bathing sites reported 
excellent water quality.[1]

Sunbathers: 
Sardinia and Sicily in Italy, with an average 
monthly peak temperature in summer of 
33°C.

Safety:
Denmark, Ireland, and Portugal are among the 5 
safest European coastal countries in the world.[2]

Key Findings

Spain is the ultimate summer holiday 
destination, home to 28% of Europe's 
best beaches.

Best beaches for...

Adventure: 
Praia da Samoqueira (Portugal), Cala Mariolu (Italy), 
and Cala Goloritzé (Italy) are the most popular and 
secluded spots, located far from major airports.

Accessibility: 
Côte des Basques (France) and Ventspils Zila Karoga 
Pludmale (Latvia) are both within 5 km from a major 
airport. 

Relaxation: 
Kleftiko Beach (Greece), Keem Beach (Ireland), and 
Pools of Venus (Italy) are highly rated on Google 
(4.9/5) and less crowded, with only 1000-2000 
reviews.

Best destinations for...



EUROPE’S
BEST BEACHES

1. La Concha Beach, Spain

2. Praia da Falésia, Portugal

3. Pasjača Beach, Croatia

4. Las Canteras Beach, Spain

5. Lama Monachile, Italy

6. Cala Comte, Spain

7. Tuerredda Beach, Italy

8. Seagull’s Rocks, Croatia

9. Mala Raduča Beach, Croatia

10. Marinha Beach, Portugal

11. San Juan Playa, Spain

12. Rabbit Beach, Italy

13. Cala Saladeta, Spain

14. Playa de Mónsul, Spain

15. Ponta da Calheta, Portugal

16. Seitan Limania, Greece

17. Praia da Armona, Portugal

18. Oprna Bay, Croatia

19. Spiaggia di Mari Pintau, Italy

20. Praia do Garajau, Portugal

21. Warnemünde Strand, Germany

22. Primera Playa del Sardinero, 

Spain

23. Terra Estreita Beach, Portugal

24. Porto Giunco Beach, Italy

25. Cala Capreria, Italy



1. La Concha Beach, 
Spain

2. Praia da Falésia, 
Portugal

Boasting postcard-perfect views, 
turquoise waters, and a lively 
promenade, La Concha Beach is 
Europe's best beach. 

At Praia da Falésia, golden clay cliffs collide 
with azure waters, creating the most 
breathtaking beach along the Algarve 
coast. 

• Popularity: Most highly rated beach in 
Europe, with an average rating of 4.7/5 on 
Google from more than 21,000 beachgoers

• Weather: Warm, balmy days in summer, 
averaging 24°C

• Water Quality: Excellent, along with 88.2% of 
Spain’s bathing waters  

• Safety: Spain ranks 32nd in the world for 
safety

• Accessibility: 21.9 km from San Sebastián 
Airport 

• Popularity: Average rating of 4.7/5 
on Google from over 13,000 
travellers

• Weather: Clear, sunny days, 
reaching an average maximum of 
28°C in summer 

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Portugal ranks 7th in the 

world for safety 
• Accessibility: 31.4 km from Faro 

Airport

4.29/5

4.27/5



3. Pasjača Beach, 
Croatia

4. Las Canteras Beach,
 Spain

Wedged between a 200-ft cliff and 
the crystal-clear Adriatic, Pasjača 
Beach stands as an incredible seaside 
attraction and the top beach in 
Croatia.

Las Canteras, in the vibrant heart 
of Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, offers 
sun-soaked shores and a lively 
lava reef teeming with marine life.

• Popularity: An average rating of 4.8/5 on 
Google from over 2,400 reviews—a true 
hidden gem

• Weather: Bask in bliss with sunny, 28°C 
summers

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Croatia is 14th in the world for safety 
• Accessibility: 7.5 km from Čilipi Airport

• Popularity: An average Google rating of 4.7/5 
from over 14,400 visitors 

• Weather: Endless sunshine with perfect 28°C 
days in summer

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Spain is 32nd in the world for safety 
• Accessibility: An easy 25.5-km drive from Gran 

Canaria Airport

4.22/5

4.21/5



5. Lama Monachile, 
Italy 

• Popularity: Holds a 4.7/5 rating on Google 
from over 14,900 reviews

• Weather: Summers reach 30°C, perfect for 
sun lovers

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Italy ranks 34th globally for safety
• Accessibility: Easily reachable by car, just over 

50 km from Bari Airport 

Nestled between two magnificent 
cliffs in the middle of Polignano a 
Mare, Lama Monachile attracts 
visitors from far and wide for its 
pebble shores, picturesque beauty, 
and Blue Flag status.   

6. Cala Comte, 
Spain 

Cala Comte is a little piece of 
paradise on the bustling island of 
Ibiza, Spain. From shallow, turquoise 
waters to stunning sunsets, it’s an 
idyllic spot to soak up the summer. 

• Popularity: Rated 4.7/5, with just over 8,000 
reviews 

• Weather: Relish the warmth of 30°C days in the 
peak of summer

• Water Quality: Excellent
• Safety: Spain is 32nd in the world for safety 
• Accessibility: Approximately 21 km from Ibiza 

Airport

4.15/5

4.14/5



7. Tuerredda Beach, 
Italy

8.  Seagull’s Rocks, 
Croatia 

Simply picturesque, Tuerredda Beach blends the 
incredible natural beauty of Sardinia’s wild coast with 
protected shores. 

Seagull’s Rocks, a secluded beach in Stoja, Pula, 
seamlessly blends adventure and serenity with its 
famed cliff jumps, snorkeling, and scenic views—one 
of Croatia's best-kept secrets. 

• Popularity: Rated highly on Google, with a 4.8/5 
average from over 13,850 reviews

• Weather: Perfectly hot days, reaching highs of 
32°C in summer

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Italy is the 34th safest place in the world  
• Accessibility: Just over 60 km from Cagliari 

Elmas Airport

• Popularity: A quieter spot, yet highly rated on 
Google—4.7/5 from over 1,460 reviews

• Weather: Warm 27°C weather in summer, 
perfect for exploring or relaxing

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Croatia is one of the safest holiday 

destinations, ranked 14th in the world for safety 
• Accessibility: Conveniently close to Pula Airport, 

just 12 km away

4.137/5

4.13/5



9. Mala Raduča Beach, 
Croatia 
 Mala Raduča is a semi-circular beach 

that curls into the quaint village of 
Primošten, highlighted by its sapphire 
waters, vibrant promenade, and 
pebbled shores.

• Popularity: A top-rated beach in Croatia, 
averaging 4.7/5 on Google with over 5,000 
reviews

• Weather: Summers are ideal, with a maximum 
average of 28°C

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Croatia is 14th in the world for safety 
• Accessibility: Easy to reach, just under 40 km 

from Split Airport

10. Marinha Beach, 
Portugal  

Centuries of erosion and sea storms 
have carved Marinha Beach into one of 
the most spectacular attractions in all 
of Algarve. From towering limestone 
cliffs to natural double arches, it is a 
true spectacle of natural beauty. 

• Popularity: Highly rated with over 10,000 reviews 
and a 4.7 average rating on Google

• Weather: Pleasantly warm, with a maximum 
average temperature of 29°C in summer

• Water Quality: Excellent 
• Safety: Portugal is among the top 10 safest places 

globally
• Accessibility: Located near Lagoa, just under 60 km 

from Faro Airport

4.09/5

4.10/5
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Score
4.290
4.268
4.219
4.213
4.153
4.142
4.137
4.130
4.100
4.086
4.081
4.055
4.046
4.030
4.028
4.019
4.018
4.011
3.999
3.996
3.988
3.970
3.959
3.939
3.931
3.923
3.922
3.920
3.917
3.911
3.905
3.903
3.898
3.896
3.888
3.888
3.887
3.884
3.882
3.881
3.880
3.876
3.876
3.873
3.869
3.863
3.862
3.861
3.857
3.857

Beach
La Concha  Beach (ES)
Praia da Falésia (PT)
Pasjača Beach (HR)
Las Canteras Beach (ES)
Lama Monachile (IT)
Cala Comte Beach  (ES)
Tuerredda Beach (IT)
Seagull’s Rocks (Galebove Stijene) (HR)
Mala Raduča Beach (HR)
Marinha Beach (PT)
San Juan Playa  (ES)
Rabbit Beach (Spiaggia dei Conigli) (IT)
Cala Saladeta  (ES)
Playa de Mónsul  (ES)
Ponta da Calheta (PT)
Seitan Limania (GR)
Praia da Armona (Mar) (PT)
Oprna Bay (HR)
Spiaggia di Mari Pintau (IT)
Praia do Garajau (PT)
Warnemünde Strand (DE)
Primera Playa del Sardinero  (ES)
Terra Estreita Beach (PT)
Porto Giunco Beach (IT)
Cala Capreria (IT)
Praia do Ribeiro do Cavalo (PT)
Su Giudeu Beach (IT)
Navagio (GR)
Sarakiniko Beach (GR)
Praia do Areal de Santa Bárbara (PT)
Spiaggia di Cala Moresca (IT)
Playa de la Barrosa  (ES)
Monolithi Beach (GR)
Playa de Santa María del Mar (ES)
Praia de Cacela Velha (PT)
Magic Beach (GR)
Playa de Mataleñas  (ES)
Mavra Volia (GR)
Praia do Carvalho (PT)
Porto Limnionas Beach (GR)
Cala Pregonda  (ES)
Cavalleria Beach  (ES)
Playa de la Arnía  (ES)
Porto Katsiki (GR)
Mylos Beach (GR)
Balos Beach (GR)
Galapinhos Beach (PT)
Punta Rata Beach (HR)
Albandeira Beach (PT)
Praia das Azenhas do Mar (PT)

Ranked: Top 100 
Beaches in Europe 



Rank
51
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59
60
61
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64
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75
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77
78
79
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89
90
91
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94
95
96
97
98
99
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Score
3.856
3.852
3.847
3.845
3.844
3.840
3.839
3.837
3.835
3.835
3.830
3.829
3.824
3.822
3.820
3.818
3.817
3.815
3.815
3.809
3.803
3.802
3.802
3.801
3.799
3.795
3.792
3.791
3.788
3.784
3.780
3.779
3.777
3.773
3.772
3.771
3.770
3.767
3.764
3.763
3.760
3.754
3.753
3.753
3.752
3.752
3.751
3.747
3.745
3.744

Beach
Praia da Figueirinha (PT)
Scogliera di Cala Rossa (IT)
Praia dos Beijinhos (PT)
Rovinia Beach (GR)
Playa de La Cortadura (ES)
Torre Sant'Andrea (IT)
Platja de Ses Illetes (ES)
Praia de Seixal (PT)
Platja de Muro (ES)
Praia do Guincho (PT)
Spiaggia Caminia (IT)
Cala dell'Uzzo (IT)
Ammoudi Bay (GR)
Hvidbjerg Strand (DK)
Bolonia Beach (ES)
Hörnum Odde (DE)
Praia dos Três Irmãos (PT)
White River Beach (CY)
Cala s'Alguer (ES)
Playa Liencres  (ES)
Bue Marino Beach (IT)
Iraklio Papludimys (BG)
Praia da Adraga (PT)
Praia do Ribeiro do Cavalo (PT)
Calblanque Beach (ES)
Silence Beach (ES)
Marinella Di Zambrone (Capo Cozzo) (IT)
Trassenheide Strand (DE)
Zinnowitzer Strand (DE)
Myrtos Beach (GR)
Paralia Loutsa (GR)
Houstrup Strand (DK)
Makronissos Beach (CY)
Marathias Beach (GR)
Paralia Mpataria (GR)
Kleftiko Beach (GR)
Playa de Langre (ES)
Praia do Amado (PT)
Foneas beach (GR)
Praia da Prainha (PT)
Apella Beach (GR)
Spiaggia di Piscinas (IT)
Praia dos Careanos (PT)
Melnrages Molas (LT)
Spiaggia Michelino (IT)
Beach Ručica (HR)
Spiaggia di Scivu (IT)
Cala Morlanda (ES)
Gardenos Beach (GR)
Fteri Beach (GR)
                 



Methodology
BookRetreats’ Summer 2024 Report offers an 
in-depth analysis of the best beaches across 16 
European coastal nations, leveraging the latest city- 
and country-level data. 

To qualify for the study, beaches must have 
achieved a minimum Google rating of 4.7/5 from 
over 1,000 reviews, ensuring that our report focuses 
on worthy destinations for a diversity of travellers. 
Beaches missing more than one essential data 
point were excluded from the study.

From over 14,000 top-rated European attractions, 
we identified 251 beaches for detailed analysis. 
These beaches were ranked based on five key 
categories. We applied min-max normalisation to 
assign the beaches a score between 0 and 1 for each 
category, with a total possible score of 5. 
 

• Popularity: Based on each beach's Google review average 
rating and total review count

• Accessibility: Measured by the distance from each beach to 
the nearest regional or international airport

• Weather: Determined by the average peak summer month 
temperature in the nearest city or town to each beach, 
based on available data

• Tourist Safety: Scored based on the Global Peace Index 
ranking of the country where the beach is located

• Water Quality: Rated by the country's clean bathing water 
percentage reported by the European Environment Agency. 
The top 25 beaches all received 'excellent' ratings

 

Beaches were ranked on the following data points:

1. European Environment Agency: State of bathing waters
2. Vision of Humanity: 2023 Global Peace Index 
3. Google reviews, February 2024
4. Google Maps, February 2024
5. Top-rated.online  
6. Weather-and-climate.com

Sources:



For more information, contact the BookRetreats’ 
insights team at insights@bookretreats.com

Founded in 2016, BookRetreats.com is the world’s no.1 
retreat site. The global marketplace offers the best 
handpicked yoga, wellness, meditation, and beach 
retreats on the planet—all in one place. Merging intuitive 
technology with passionate people, BookRetreats 
effortlessly connects millions of travellers with 
transformative experiences around the globe.

About BookRetreats


