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Katherine Leah Pace, Ph.D. 
https://www.katherineleahpace.com 

kathrenpace@gmail.com • 682-318-6481 • Mexico City/ Austin, TX 
 
EDUCATION            
 
Doctorate in History, University of Melbourne, Australia                 2012  
Dissertation: “The Best Brains: Expertise at Work in Interwar Melbourne’s Liberal Public 
Sphere”  
 
Bachelor of Arts, Plan II and History, University of Texas at Austin         2004 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE        
 
Researcher, Pease Park Conservancy Heritage Grant, Austin, TX    2024 – present 
• Research the Black history of lower Shoal Creek, upon which Pease Park sits, to develop 

a heritage project showcasing the park’s Black history  
 
Researcher, Cost of Dispossession, Equity Office, City of Austin, TX    2023 – present 
• Researcher and writer for Black commemorative history project led by Professor Edmund 

T. Gordon  
• Project reports can be found at https://ctxretold.org/Black-communities/cost-of/. 
 
Editor, Nonprofit Quarterly (NPQ), Remote            2021 – 2023  
• Copyedited articles for publication  
• Provided developmental editing and writing coaching to NPQ fellows  
 
Grow Local Education Program Manager, Sustainable Food Center, Austin, TX 
                           2014 – 2017 
• Developed, managed, and taught urban food-gardening series  
• Managed Spread the Harvest, providing low-income and school gardeners with free food 

gardening materials  
• Created and edited website, newsletter, and social media content  

 
Academic Editor                2012 – present 
• Provide developmental, line, and copy editing services to humanities scholars and social 

scientists  
 
Teacher’s Assistant, “Freedom and Slavery in 19th Century America,” University of 
Melbourne, Australia          Spring and Fall, 2009 
• Graded assignments and exams, providing tailored feedback to students based on 

course expectations 
• Held tutorials for up to 25 students 
• Managed online discussion forum for students 
 
PUBLICATIONS            
 
Peer-reviewed articles 
 
2023 Pace, Katherine Leah. “Shifting Terrains of Risk: A History of Natural Hazards and  
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Displacement in Three Historic Black Communities of Central Austin, Texas.” Journal 
of Historical Geography 79: 39-51.  
 

2021  Pace, Katherine Leah. “Forgetting Waller Creek: An Environmental History of Race,  
Parks, and Planning in Downtown Austin, Texas.” Journal of Southern History 87(4):  
603-644.   
 

2005  Torres, Gerald and Katie Pace. “Understanding Patriarchy as an Expression of  
Whiteness: Insights from the Chicana Movement.” Washington University Journal of 
Law & Policy 18(129): 129-172. 

 
Non-peer reviewed scholarly articles 
 
2022 Pace, Katherine Leah. “‘We May Expect Nothing but Shacks to Be Erected Here’: An  

Environmental History of Downtown Austin’s Waterloo Park.” Not Even Past (28 
March). https://notevenpast.org/we-may-expect-nothing-but-shacks-to-be-erected-
here-an-environmental-history-of-downtown-austins-waterloo-park/. 
 

Non-scholarly publications 
 
2023  Pace, Katie. “Turning toward EV Frontline Communities.” Nonprofit Quarterly (30  

March). https://nonprofitquarterly.org/turning-toward-ev-frontline-communities/. 
 
2012 Pace, Katherine. “Presente,” Anthology of the Flor de Nopal Annual Literary Festival  

(December): 11. 
 
Work in Progress 
 

“Commemorating the Urban Commons: The Challenges and Possibilities of Doing 
Black Public History along an Urban Creek.” Preparing for submission to The Public 
Historian. 

 
CONFERENCES + INVITED PRESENTATIONS     
  
2024  “Costly Parks: Urban Renewal’s Impact on East Austin’s Riparian Black 

Communities.” Save Barton Creek Association. Austin, Texas. June 15. 
 
2024 “La dinámica cambiante del agua, sinhogarismo y música en el centro de Austin, 

Texas” (“Shifting Dynamics of Water, Homelessness, and Music in Downtown Austin, 
Texas”). City Planning Masters Seminar. Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana-
Azcapotzalco. Mexico City. January 15. 

 
2023  “Clearing the Slums: A Historic Walking Tour of Downtown Austin’s Waterloo Park.” 

Texas Children in Nature Network 2023 Summit. Austin, TX. December 7. 
 
2022  “Seeing Out the Other Eye - A View Through Waller Creek.” Gallery talk with visual 

artist Heather Parrish. Flatbed Press, Austin, TX. July 22. 
https://sightlinesmag.org/questioning-waller-creek-heather-parrish-at-flatbed-press.  
 

2022 “Expanding Austin’s Black Archive through an Ecological Lens.” Guest lecturer. 
Johnathon Lowell’s Urban Ecology undergraduate class. University of Texas, Austin. 
August 29. 

https://notevenpast.org/we-may-expect-nothing-but-shacks-to-be-erected-here-an-environmental-history-of-downtown-austins-waterloo-park/
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2022  “Racial Landscaping: A Brief History of Park Planning along Lower Waller Creek.” 

Austin Parks and Recreation Board. July 25. 
 

2022  “Along the Water: A Healing Journey through the Historic Freedom Communities of 
Austin.” Co-presenter of historic walking tour of lower Shoal Creek organized by the 
Pease Park Conservancy and Forklift Danceworks. March 5. 

 
2018  “Sustaining Austin’s Live Music Culture: An Architectural Response to the Economic  

and Social Challenges Facing the Red River Cultural District.” Historic walking tour 
presented in conjunction with Preservation Austin at the Texas Society of Architects’ 
annual conference. November 9.  

 
2017 “An Environmental History of East Austin.” Akins High School Park Rangers Cadet 

Program. Austin, Texas. September 28. 
 
2017  “An Environmental History of East Austin.” Capital Area Master Naturalists monthly  

meeting. Austin, Texas. July 26. 
 
2017 “An Environmental History of East Austin.” People United, KOOP Radio 91.7FM.  

September 8, 2017, and June 15, 2018.  
 
2017 “An Environmental History of East Austin.” Monkeywrench Books. Austin, Texas. May 

22  
 
2017 “An Environmental History of East Austin.” Earth Week. Huston-Tillotson University. 

Austin, Texas. April 18. 
 

2015  “Resolving California’s Water Crisis: Rain and Greywater Systems and the 
Contradictions between Public Health and Environmental Sustainability.” Second 
Planning and Land-Use Strategies Summit (PLUS2): The Informal City. Los Angeles, 
CA. May 15-16. 

 
AWARDS + SCHOLARSHIPS        
 
2023  Jack Temple Kirby Award, Southern Historical Association  

Awarded to “Forgetting Waller Creek” in recognition of the best work in 
southern environmental or agricultural history published over the past two 
years.     

 
2006 – 2011  Endeavour International Postgraduate Research Scholarship and Melbourne 

International Research Scholarship, University of Melbourne  
 
AFFILIATIONS 
 
Member, American Society for Environmental History      2017 – present 
 
Research Affiliate, Institute for Historical Studies,           2017 – 2018 
University of Texas at Austin   
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COMMUNITY + PROFESSIONAL SERVICE       
 
Reviewer, Current Urban Studies (CUS)                2024 – 2025 
 
Vidas Dignas, Huasca de Ocampo, Hidalgo, Mexico          2019 – present 
• Organized low-cost pet sterilization campaigns  
• Secured grants from the Summerlee Foundation to subsidize sterilization costs  
• Manage social media platform 
 
Urban Forest Steward Certification, Austin Tree Folks, Austin, TX         2014 
 
Meristem Collective, Melbourne, Australia           2009 – 2012  
• Co-managed greenhouse  
• Planted “guerilla” orchards on outer bends of urban creeks  
• Installed residential greywater systems 
 
Editorial Board, Lilith: A Feminist History Journal, Melbourne, Australia             2007 – 2009  
 
LANGUAGES           
 
Spanish – fluent speaking and reading, advanced writing 


