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Inside Diplomat: The Original Home of BSN
SPORTS

It started here. The foundation of BSN SPORTS still
stands strong at 1901 Diplomat Drive.

INSIDE DIPLOMAT

ROOTED IN PRIDE. DRIVEN BY PURPOSE.

varsity Jff sranos

In Farmer's Branch, Texas, stands a 144,000-square-foot facility
that has been part of the BSN SPORTS story since the very
beginning. Known simply as Diplomat, this site opened in 1987
and became the place where BSN SPORTS first found its rhythm,
its purpose, and its people.

Today, Diplomat still hums with that same energy. It is home to a
team of twelve employees who manufacture and ship hard
goods such as bleachers, soccer goals, weights, and hydration
equipment. Together, they handle roughly forty million dollars in
product each year. What makes this remarkable is not just the
scale of their work, but the pride behind it. For the people who
call Diplomat home, this is more than a job. It is a legacy.

Fast Facts: Diplomat

https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/news/article/691ce17c2128857bcd0cdb5c 1/6


https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/page/6466b1c8338b7738439aca19?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=breadcrumb&utm_campaign=breadcrumb-navigation&utm_content=%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Farticle%2F691ce17c2128857bcd0cdb5c
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/news/channel/671a6a901db5d77f05433389/articles/0?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=breadcrumb&utm_campaign=breadcrumb-navigation&utm_content=%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Farticle%2F691ce17c2128857bcd0cdb5c
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/page/6466b1c8338b7738439aca19?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=menu&utm_campaign=mega-menu-plugin
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/menu/6626b4cbe532d50d2a6947f6?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=menu&utm_campaign=mega-menu-folder
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/menu/648880efe186c832ccc8da68?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=menu&utm_campaign=mega-menu-folder
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/menu/6488a771a368e4533917edad?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=menu&utm_campaign=mega-menu-folder
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/menu/6491ae0fedfffa40b85baa1b?utm_source=in-app&utm_medium=menu&utm_campaign=mega-menu-folder
https://www.varsitycentral.com/launchpad
https://www.varsitycentral.com/notifications
https://www.varsitycentral.com/content/page/6466b1c8338b7738439aca19

12/1/25, 6:54 PM Article: Inside Diplomat: The Original Home of BSN SPORTS - Varsity Central

k-
VARSITY 20 CENTRAL O\ Q LP v

3¢ Varsity Central Home %% Manager Home Page ¥  // Divisions ¥ & People ( < >
e et et il e v e tir et et 11 o
Products Handled: Bleachers, soccer goals, weights,
hydration equipment
What Makes It Unique: The original BSN SPORTS facility and
the only “ship-complete” warehouse, where every order
leaves fully ready for customers

The Heart of Where It All Began

For nearly four decades, Diplomat has been the cornerstone of
BSN SPORTS' culture of hard work, accountability, and care.
Since joining the team in April 1988 as a welder, Gary Runyon
has embodied those values through every role he's held. Over
the years, his dedication and leadership led him to become the
site’s manager, a position he’s proudly held for the past 20
years. Under Gary's guidance, Diplomat has become more than
a workplace—it's a family. He's created an environment where
people feel seen, supported, and valued, continuing to set the
standard for what makes BSN SPORTS special.

“Our management truly cares not just about what we
produce, but about who we are,” says Diplomat
Administrative Assistant Jeannie Runyon, who joined BSN
SPORTS thirty-seven years ago. “Gary checks in with us every
morning, person to person. That kind of leadership sets the
tone for the entire day.”

That spirit of compassion runs deep. When a teammate suffered
a stroke on the job, the entire crew donated their vacation time
so he could continue to receive pay and insurance. The gesture
reflected the family-like bond that defines this team.

“It's not just a workplace,” says Return Specialist Tom
Schabbing, who has been with BSN SPORTS for forty-one
years. “It's family.

The Soul of the Operation
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“Recognition is always given when great ideas help solve
problems,” says Ramirez. Tesfai agrees, adding,
“Management trusts us to make changes that keep the
warehouse organized and efficient.”

Every employee is cross-trained and ready to jump from one
task to another. “We run lean, but we run strong,” Gary says with
quiet pride. “No matter what comes our way, we always find a
way to take care of our customers.”

Creativity in Motion

Diplomat is also home to Brandace Laska, the official BSN
SPORTS photographer. Though her work takes her all over the
country capturing athletes, teams, and product stories, Diplomat
is her creative home base. It is where her studio sits and where
she finds her daily inspiration.

“While most people see a warehouse, | see a living engine
room of the company,” Brandace says. “Gary is the soul,
Jeannie is the heart, Ray keeps the rhythm, and Tom is a
logistics wizard. The whole team moves together with this
quiet coordination.”

She explains that her photography captures more than
products. It captures people’s pride. “Even if you don't see them
in the photos, their care is in every detail. Their energy lives in
every frame. Working in the middle of this environment reminds
me every day that creativity and craftsmanship are deeply
connected.”

Resilience That Defines Them

Diplomat has faced floods, roof collapses, ice storms, and even a
full pipeline reconstruction. Through it all, the team never
stopped.
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BSN SPORTS from the ground up. Before there were larger hubs
like Avenue K, there was Diplomat — the original home of the
company. The facility still holds reminders of that history: poles
signed by sales representatives who once worked there,
mementos from the old “Tower” office, and memories of the
days when Diplomat and Benchmark shared a single vision
under one roof.

A Legacy of Pride and Purpose

For all their humility, the team at Diplomat embodies the same
excellence that drives BSN SPORTS across the country. Their
commitment to craftsmanship and service is the blueprint on
which the company was built.

BSN SPORTS President Terry Babilla reflects on that legacy with
deep appreciation.

“Diplomat represents the very foundation of who we are,”
Babilla says. “It is where our story began, and it remains a
symbol of what makes BSN SPORTS special — hard work,
loyalty, and a deep sense of pride in serving teams. The
people at Diplomat are a big part of our secret sauce and |
hold a special place in my heart for them. They move our
mission forward every single day with pride and purpose.”

As Gary reflects on his decades with the team, he smiles and
says, “I haven't worked a day in thirty-seven years. It's been a
wonderful ride.”

Diplomat may not be the newest or largest facility, but it holds
something far greater. It is the heart of BSN SPORTS — the place
where it all began and the people who still carry that original
spark forward every single day.
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Published by Meghan Vital Reynolds in Team Behind the Triumphs on
November 24 at 11:00 AM
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Steve Beasley

SB Really enjoyed this and | have a ton of memories of
Diplomat. Great job Diplomat team!
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F Donna Pettigrew

. s | have many good memories working at DL with this team
‘ of great people!
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Lorraine Eubank

LE Yes, wonderful people who CERTAINLY have helped BSN
grow! The 1901 location was one of my very 1st jobs,
great place. :)

Like -9 1 - Reply - November 25 8:28 AM

Michael Herman

Such a GREAT team to work and partner with! So
knowledgeable and passionate about what they do!

Like - Reply - November 25 10:26 AM
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