
My vision for exemplary teaching would focus on all 6 principles. If I had to pick

one to hone in on and get better at it would be Principle 5. Principle 5 is about

Monitoring and tracking student’s language development. I am new to having students

in a Dual Language Program but even if I taught English only, students are still learning

a second language. I know a bit more now than when I started teaching first grade and I

was not using resources to their full capacity, I was not familiar with Access or Wida as

much, and I did not understand the dynamics of every student when it came to their

language classification and use. I am still learning a lot but I am more aware, and if I

know better, I do better. I would say more professional training in the area of language

development is needed for district teachers. Teachers need to really know what they are

looking for and can track continuously. Since every student is different, I would need to

know how and what I am tracking in their language development. I know I often

struggle when it comes to assessing students, especially when it comes to formative

assessments. I have data from their summative assessments like the WIDA and



iStation, but I need to know how to use and look at resources like the ELD materials I

use for reading and writing, and incorporate better speaking and oral assessments.

The next step is to look at data and evidence and do something with it. I am

familiar with creating groupings among students and learning a target skill in a small

group setting. I would like to have their language data available and incorporate that into

my small groups. All students need monitoring, and sometimes there's a belief that

average and above average performance does not necessitate monitoring and I have

found out this school year that those students need enrichment and tracking just as

equally as the high risk students.


