
Naples Daily News - 07/04/2018 Page : A01

(c) Naples Daily News
July 10, 2018 9:12 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 71% from original to fit letter page


WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 2018 ❚ NAPLESNEWS.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

From a Marine veteran of the Korean War, to the youngest mem-
ber of the Women’s Republican Club of Naples, to an immigrant
from the Dominican Republic, residents
of Southwest Florida share what it
means to be an American. 

Yudy Barbera’s mother grew up in the
Dominican Republic and received a
third-grade education, but she always
stressed the importance of participat-
ing in politics to her children.

So it’s no wonder Barbera found a ca-
reer in that field.

Barbera, 52, moved to Naples in 2002
and started volunteering to write post-
cards and make phone calls to Hispanic
voters in Collier County. She became
treasurer and eventually chairwoman of the Democratic Executive
Committee in Naples, in addition to being the Collier County 

INDEPENDENCE DAYLEFT: Yudy Barbera,
52, is chairwoman of
the Collier County
Democratic party. 

CENTER: Marlin
Alexander, 86,
served in the
Marine Corps from
1952-60.

RIGHT: Madeline
Dawson, 20, is second
vice president of the
Women’s Republican
Club of Naples
Federated. 
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Weather

High 90° ❚ Low 74°
T-storm. Forecast, 8B

Celebrate July 4th
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OFFICES CLOSED: All Naples Daily News business offices are closed Wednesday for the
Fourth of July. Regular business hours will resume Thursday. Questions? 844-900-7105.
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Some good news from top hurri-
cane forecasters: The 2018 Atlantic
hurricane season should be quieter
than normal, according to a new pre-
diction released Monday.

Meteorologist Phil Klotzbach and
other experts from Colorado State
University — regarded as the na-
tion’s top seasonal hurricane fore-
casters — predict 10 named tropical
storms will form, of which four will
become hurricanes.

That is a sharp decrease from
their forecast in April, when they
said seven hurricanes would form.
One system, Subtropical Storm Al-
berto, already formed in May.

If the quietier forecast comes to
fruition, 2018 will be a welcome relief
after the destructive 2017 season,
which saw monsters like Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma and Maria tear paths of
death and destruction across the
Caribbean and the U.S.

“We have decreased our forecast 

TROPICAL WEATHER FORECAST

This year’s hurricane season
may not be so busy after all
Doyle Rice
USA TODAY

See HURRICANES, Page 5A

TALLAHASSEE – A 2012 internal in-
vestigation released this week to The
Associated Press found that 48 Florida
Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services employees made mis-

takes while issuing concealed weapon
permits and armed security guard or
similar licenses.

One employee resigned during the
investigation, one was fired and others
received suspensions or written 

Probe finds errors in issuing FL gun permits 

Brendan Farrington 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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