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LEFT: Yudy Barbera,
52, is chairwoman of
the Collier County
Democratic party.

INDEPENDENCE DAY

WHAT IT
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AMERICAN

Dawson, 20, is second
vice president of the

Southwest Florida residents
show their patriotism

CENTER: Marlin
Alexander, 86,

Women’s Republican
Club of Naples
Federated.
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From a Marine veteran of the Korean War, to the youngest mem-
ber of the Women’s Republican Club of Naples, to an immigrant
from the Dominican Republic, residents
of Southwest Florida share what it
means to be an American. ONLINE

Yudy Barbera’s mother grew up in the X
Dominican Republic and received a Watch videos of what
third-grade education, but she always it means to be an
stressed the importance of participat- American.
ing in politics to her children. naplesnews.com

So it’s no wonder Barbera found a ca-
reer in that field. INSIDE

Barbera, 52, moved to Naples in 2002 .
and started volunteering to write post-  Where to celebrate in
cards and make phone calls to Hispanic ~Southwest Florida, 3A
voters in Collier County. She became
treasurer and eventually chairwoman of the Democratic Executive
Committee in Naples, in addition to being the Collier County

See PATRIOTISM, Page 4A
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