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Oneida Sanchez walked into the Boys
& Girls Club in Immokalee with her 7-
year-old son and 9-year-old daughter to
get a grocery bag stuffed with healthy
produce and a large watermelon.

Sanchez works full time doing main-
tenance at the Seminole Casino in Im-
mokalee, but she struggles to make ends
meet for herself and her two children.

They were all were born in Naples
and live in Immokalee, where the kids
attend Lake Trafford Elementary
School. Since Sanchez starting working
a second job in the cafeteria at the Boys
& Girls Club, she averages 60 hours a
week and doesn’t qualify for food stamp
benefits anymore.

“They said I make too much, even
though I’m by myself,” Sanchez said.

TOP: Victoria Salas, left, hands a grocery bag full of healthy
produce to Albeiro Juarez and his mother, Gregonia Franco,
during the Brighter Bites program hosted at the Boys & Girls
Club of Collier in Immokalee on July 25.

Food deserts
and free lunch

SW Florida residents seek better access to healthy food

ABOVE: A whiteboard lists the healthy produce in the grocery
bags distributed by Brighter Bites.
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See FOOD DESERTS, Page 6A
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Weather forecast

High 89° ❚ Low 75°
Thunderstorm. 18B

Jail time for Papadopoulos?

Former Trump adviser pleaded guilty
to lying to FBI in Russia probe. 22A

Top recruit
Mellusi aims
to be Naples’
greatest RB
SPORTS, 1C

Sunday $2.00Sexual abuse fight continues

Pa. grand jury report shows church still
struggles to remove predators. 21A

PENINSULA AT TREVISO BAY
FROM $1,695,000

Peninsula Sales Team 239.777.7209

700-Acre Lake • 3 Miles of White-Sand Beach • Boating • Water Skiing • Kayaking • Fishing • 2 Marinas • Signature Championship Golf • Tennis

Bocce •Wellness Spa • Fitness Center • 3 Restaurants • Dynamic Social Scene ... All in one Luxurious Location

MIROMARLAKES.COM • (239) 425-2340

So Many New Home Choices
Designer – decorated model homes now open and under construction

123117-3174

TH E # 1 COMMUN I T Y I N TH E U SA

Randall Mitchell Custom Homes

Divco Custom Homes Seagate Development Group

Harbourside Custom Homes081918-1836

Fire fees might seem like a new idea
to some Collier County residents, but
they have become increasingly popu-
lar in Florida. 

Two referendums on the Aug. 28
ballot would allow the North Collier
and Immokalee fire districts to collect
fire fees to supplement their budgets. 

Many districts, cities and counties
have charged the assessments for
years.

They have been levied by Broward
County and some of its cities, includ-
ing Coconut Creek, Cooper City, Dania
Beach, Deerfield Beach, North Lauder-
dale, Parkland, Sunrise and Westland.

Other counties with the fees in 

Fees for fire
districts are
nothing new
in Florida
Laura Layden
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See FIRE FEES, Page 12A

More on the story: Controversial fire
fee draws 11 candidates to North
Collier Fire District race. Page 16A

A top lieutenant of Florida Agri-
culture Commissioner Adam Putnam
quietly resigned his post in late 2016

— with $50,000 for
sick and vacation pay
— days before a sexual
misconduct investiga-
tion concluded he had
an “inappropriate re-
lationship with a sub-
ordinate employee.” 

A month later, for-
mer Deputy Commissioner Jay Lev-
enstein took a $30,000 pay cut and
landed in another taxpayer-funded
management position with the 

Ex-staffers got
new state jobs
after admitting
misconduct 
Ana Ceballos
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See EX-STAFFERS, Page 8A
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