
California Eden: Heritage Landscapes 

of the Golden State is a collection of 

updated essays from early issues of 

Eden: Journal of the California Garden 

& Landscape History Society. We 

wanted to showcase the diversity 

of landscapes in California, from 

private estates to public places and 

vernacular landscapes. The book is full 

of unexpected treasures—the owner 

of the historic Green Gables estate 

shared previously unpublished landscape drawings by architect Charles Sumner Greene. 

One accompanies David C. Streatfield’s article on Green Gables. For “Japanese Gardens, 

American Gardeners in San Diego County,” we updated the story of farmers interned 

during World War II with powerful new images.
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The City and County of Denver 

Department of Parks and Recreation is 

in the process of converting roughly  

90 acres of Kentucky bluegrass to native 

shortgrass prairie. Our long-term goal 

is to replace all nonfunctional bluegrass 

within our park system, conserving 

water and improving plant resilience 

and adaptation, biodiversity, equitable 

access to nature, soil health, and urban 

heat island mitigation.

Our projects are having a significant 

impact—at the city and county building, 

a demonstration garden of native 

grasses and wildflowers will replace a 

decades-old turf lawn, reducing water 

use in that area from 1.2 million to 

670,000 gallons a year. We also replaced 

10 acres of bluegrass covering four 

roadway medians conserving more than 

8.5 million gallons of water annually. 

And the transformation of 9.5 acres of 

bluegrass to native prairie at two local 

parks will save approximately 3 million 

gallons of water annually.
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Denver’s Prairie 
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What’s New?
We want to shine a light on what’s happening in your 
corner of the ASLA world. Send us your news!

 california 

ASLA Members Co-Edit 
Book on California’s 
Diverse Landscapes

California

research fellow:  

Esther Margulies, ASLA
project: Earvin “Magic” Johnson Park

USC Master of Landscape Architecture + Urbanism program

director Esther Margulies, ASLA, and student ASLA members

Jordan Fucci and Ashley Stephens will collaborate with MIG Inc. principal Evan 

Mather, FASLA, and landscape design Jose Gutierrez, ASLA, on a 2025 LAF 

Case Study Investigation of Earvin “Magic” Johnson Park in the Willowbrook

neighborhood of Los Angeles. The team will use qualitative and quantitative

methods to develop evidence-based evaluations of the park improvements on a

former brownfield. The park renovation, completed in 2020, included constructed 

wetlands, run-off diversion, native plantings, and a community center facility.
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Share Your Successes 
We want to celebrate your achievements. 
Send us your latest accomplishment!

2025 CSI 
Research
Fellows
The Landscape Architecture Foundation

(LAF) has selected six faculty Research

Fellows and six high-performing 

landscape projects for its 2025 Case Study

Investigation (CSI) program, which kicked 

off in January and runs through July. It will

feature faculty-student teams working

with designers to assess the environmental, 

social, and economic benefits of the

projects, and case study briefs will be 

produced for LAF’s Landscape Performance

Series. Here, we celebrate two of the CSI 

Research Fellows and their projects.

KUDOS
Celebrating recent member achievements

New Mexico

research fellow: 

Anthony Fettes, ASLA
project: Española Healing Foods Oasis
The Española Healing Foods Oasis (EHFO) is a 1.5-acre ethnobotanic 

garden in New Mexico that transformed a once-blighted area into a space celebrating 

edible and medicinal plants significant to Native, Hispanic, and Anglo cultures. It showcases 

Indigenous dryland farming, water harvesting, and soil-building techniques while testing 

the potential for myco-remediation. Led by Tewa Women United, in collaboration with 

Santa Fe-based landscape architect Christie Green, ASLA, EHFO empowers underserved 

groups by teaching heritage crop cultivation and climate resilience. Since 2014, the garden 

has served as a living demonstration site, exploring resilient crops, conservation methods, 

and educational outreach, offering a replicable framework for cultural and ecological 

regeneration that applies Indigenous wisdom to a contemporary setting.
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