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TO• U:f"W', THI:$ HIS1'0.IC li'OSTC.UO, 
COUA:TU'I' OF WASHINGTOff TR\IST, SHOWS 
DOWNTOWN WHTUt.V AT T't4l TUAN OF 
Tl-I( (;ENTUA'f, 
TOI> Al6HT1 OOWNTOWN WUTUlY AS IT 
Al'PEAIU 1'00AY. 
u.-T: T'tU! SUfUC PAWCAT'UCC •1111!■ 
WINOS TH•OUGH C>OWNTOWN. 
Cc>NNfC'TtNO WfSTUIU, •• I, AffO 
, ... wcaruo:. er. 
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W
<:ll«!rl>•• Rhode ls.land eel 
cbratcs jt$ JSOt.1- ano�r
S:Sl)' this fCO.r. 'fbt tOWLl, 

ooc oi the 0)1,)l!t sccnk in :-le"' Engl3nd. 
is steeped in history, tradition md pride 

Like many ooastaJ vill-tg,cs. wcstcrly's 
hi$tOry ire intnnsk.illy linked 10 the SU� 
rounding wau:rs. the Pa\ll'C'oltuck ruv�:r 
and the Atlantic Octan. whlcJ- conveyed 
the- firs! 11rltl�r.< to lht- 1,,w11'1' :chew�. 

provided suaten;ince, at1d supp()Cted the 
dC\"Clopment of local indU6tries. 

Mnnbcrs o{ the Niaotk and Nar
t38anse11 tribes oecupied 1he an!':a few 

thousands o( )'<'ar'S before Eur•>l)(aM ar
dvcd In America. 1'1W)• fished Westerl)"s 
a'bundant 'ol:au\r$, ca1thirtg $htd, 3.ihn<>n 
and other native species, In fact. Misqua
mkut, 1he N3uve Amerle3n nanM? for the 

In 1661, rhc Mliiquamlcut Putch!liii 
was. rMde between the Niantic .ii 
groupofE.ngtishcolonists froin Nt>, 
Th31 p:lC1 would pa,'t' the way for per, 
nent 11ettknxnt. The tO\\·n was incori 
ratcd ci.ght yt.ars later; a, tlx' time, about 
30 famUles 11,,00 on 1hf> e:ist skit of the 
P..1:wc111ud: River. 

plcmiful In the PIIWC31UCk Ri,·eT, with 
large quantities of fi�h and shcll6.sh 
caugh1 in the bay and st the mouth of the 
ri,·er. Sl\ipbuilding 1:,,ecame one of We$t
erty', most promincnt trad(';S. There were 
several acrl\-t shlP)·ards a.long the lower 
P..1:wca1ud: by 1he l;ne eigh1ee111h ten1u
ry, fmd \'<:$$els ,..-ere \llso built upttrt\1111 
a1 what is OOY.' known as Potter', Hill. 

an;a now called Wes1erly, mcau n:d fi�h. The otlg1n3l town do,ck neat '111ompson'S 
or salmon, (OflllNAOOtlp�I· 

ocunchamber.ora •
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CO\'t ;and ()ther dc>cktl along the ri\·e:r 
wt-re critical for supply trade and trans· 
ponatlon, with schooner.1 t:rn\'CUng be· 
twetn New York, Pro\·kkn<.-e ond West· 
erl)', 8y 1819, Westerly was home to !lOm<' 
sodwdllng.<1, e1gln stores, a wool factory, 
two ninm . .  -rie,,, two banks, two 11,(;ad<:mk:i; 
and a "So<:Ul libn.ry." 

1'hc mid· to latc•njnctcenth century 
wua t1meof rt1p1d gru·,vth. The C()ll$lruc· 
tion ol' Wt·11tcrly's first railro11.d nation in 
1837 great I)' lmpro,'Cd u•3nspon3don be· 
tween Nc:w Y<.Wk, Hcl!lton :md Provlllence. 
Sc.·,x•ral Jargl' textile mWi; wcre built. Aod 
In 1845, the Smhh Granite Company 1,1,--.u 

esu.abbsbed. F<>unded by Orland<> Smith, 
the business emp1o)"'cd more than 300 
worl:er.1 during Its he�tla}' and became 
known fot its ovll war n�1,umc1us. The 
granite industry played a prominent role 
in Wcstcrly's dcvdopn1cnt. and the town 
still produces some of the finest 8ra1hte 
in the world today, 

11lc industrial growth fueled a build� 
ing boom lhal led h.1 1tie c:unstru1.."1ion 
ol ,l;OmC: of the towo'll roOllt prominent 
institutions. lndud!n,. Wcsterty Ltbr-.uy 
(IR9'1), Wes"terly Arn)C)ry (1902), 1he 

cum:nt Town HaU and MuokipaJ Coun· 
house (1912), WC1iterl)' Smloo on R3!1-

ro3d Ave. (1912} and the unJrod States 
Post Office .it Dixon Square (1913-1914). 

To cckbratc \V('stcr1y's 350th anniver
sary, the town ts throwing a )-Car1ong eel 
cbr,;1,tion with a full lineup o( C\-.::OU, in· 
duding lectures, exhibits, walking tOllrs 
and bk'k tu-hick bb<:k•tie galas. Among 
the highJi.g.htll! 

• 'M\c Westerly 350 Cal as take place 
al the we�ll!rty ,\rmory on May 17 
and 18 at 6 p.m. Da.ooc the night 
av."'a)' at the formal affairs; $75 per 
pe:rwn. lim,1ed ticke1i1 a\ •ail:ibll". 

• A time c:t1psule opening 'liill be held 
In \\·Ocox: Park on Sat.,Junc 29 at 10 
a.m. A 1ime<.:,1p:11.1l<:bunedduring the 
t0'9,'t1) 300th-aMiVt'IW.1)' et.'icbration 
io 1969will bcl.lJV:8rthcdto moca1 
iu m>'ittrlouscontcnts. ;\ new tlrnc 
c.ip:su.le wi:IJ then be buried fur futurt 
gcocrations to ulleaJ'tb in 2069. 

• The Olde T)'mt F:\ir in WIicox 
Pat\: onAu.g. 24 from lOa.m. to 10 
p.m. promises to be :i fun. family· 
fric-1)dly experiC'1'1Ce. There will bc
swanboat ridt'S in the pond, a track· 
less train ride :i.round the park for 
kkh1, fooe peintin&,j0881t'ri, food, 
and t'?.'O st.i�n; of live cotcnainmcm. 
lndudlng local f:worlte Hoornful 
of R1ue$. Sing Hnppy Hirlhdny IQ 
WC$tctly as a giant. edible cake in 
the shape of th� Lown Is wheeled OllL 
'nt(' tqy,--cri ng (;Onfcc..-1 ion � ;i ool· 
laboratioo bctv.-ccn Wc:stcrty'-s Sunny 
Sxlc Up and Vena Bakery. 

wrT" r1..0WH:S r.-.c" SUM..MHj 
S.l.l3MITftO Pt-+OTO 
•1G"T1 M A.UWOII., 11.l"WING e TAVl•H IN 
WUTI:l'-LY IS A F.AVOlt.lU s.,or ro• ,.1.CHOS 
TO C"AT AIYO CUHIIATI! f l>HOTO COUltTES't 
OF84AJ.EY10i.:Ks. 
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ship with the Ocean COmrnunity Chamber 
f'oundarion, is sponsoring: 

• Jlrce colorl.-g boob ofhlstorlCl'll
buildings with illustrations CTC'lted by
Westerly High School students 

• Vree s-ouvt.iir bookii, whJch "'Ill be 
dtlltributcd in the We�terty Sun DC�· 
pa.per thU spring 

• Historic lecture series 
• A hr.1l•e\-er Wdlerly Li3h1 Parude 
• fuod.s to pay fcx large, hinory

thcmcd floats to be created b)· local 
lugh i1c..iiool :;tutl.:11111 for the annoi,I 
Columbus In)' Pt1.rad4,: 

• The sale of eonun4:moratl,•t lu1ns 
• The prQ<}oction Q(:, RabcC)c:k·Prank-

lin doc11mentarythat will atron PBS 

For .t /(IIJ Mnt c.r�nd;'Jr itnd dl!'tiJ;,�, visit 
wester�JSOcom. 

-Jenny Qi,iN

OCEAN House 

THI: VC:RAMOAM 
... c,..u , • .,, b11, 11,W 01tQ" 
or 1uc1,...,,..,1 N.ew F..n1►-l .. nd 
fP("(l,Ul1�. 

SECRET GA,R:OEN 
O,.,r wh,m.,i.-d .,.,.,dqor 
C,,aiap"&'.M bar. offcnnc 
Vcun Cl"''!.""" c1,.,,"f'"l'""' 
u•d • pl3tf11I hgt., l:>t1ct mtn\11 
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5c:A.Sl0C TCRRACC 
Spa ...,,d •�i;iUl.•l.11.tpU..d 
i.tt.i.r- .. nc1 ,.,,..,_1, of(o,nnr 
'"\1h 11,J\IJUtl <«lo,,,d mtn\11 

COAST 
011r Fin.,,,:1;,. ,ng.,u.-:i1�,1,,..,.,.., 
.. uh• tt,uon..1 nwn1,1 1hM 
ol.•nr• nT"•lt to ,ocO.c, tM 
r,,.,ho, fl-• •n<l 1ng-tt<h�,o�, 

WEEKAPAUG INN 

Nl!W1 �E 9AASS-EA1E 
£.,Jor .,. ... ,111 , .... cl, .... .,.,.,.,1 
""�•nt ..,.,i. • '"" n.,,,. A 1cn 
round d.il'lnt.t dnti.11a1io11 wdl 
"'-''«I fo, di�-
THE LAWN 
�•-orddt<t0\ll,.'O <ockt-,dt uu.l 
l,cl,1 fo.tt {f'<IM )◊"• Mi.(0(1• 
d,i,c:ldui,. wl, ilt t.U.u\J il'I 
,i�•ol ,h,,el'\,n\l. 

TME AESTAUAANT 
A11 U>\>m••• t,,..1 Nl.o,oc,l 
-c11·1 1•& for Mt..,()1'.-:ilt ..,ob 
1114,.,.,,n,e: 10 ,.1,1i1. El'IJOJ • 
110,0.J.trn i•11vp.-��.,,..,,. of 
Nr,., [o:,,J111,d -••I•! C ... OUK 

$1oAAOOM 
Offdtui; ,:.,.,.-) l)\jtdt)(tr dln.il'I( 
•l'ld ••c"J)III&: ""'ttt .-;c .. 1 
.r,c,n.oooa 1hrough �e,lln,g. 
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a Germ.in·:styl-t beer hall; Steak Loft, a 
tradilional steakhouse, and Go Fish, a.n 
Innovative seafood rct1rnuron, fcaruring 
a r;aw bar ;u.d sushi ti.Ir. r-·;nnilrfriendly 
e"ents, indudfog 1..be Cabin Fever Pes• 
th•al and Charity Chowder Cook-off 
in f'cbruary and the 1'astc of Mystic in 
June, attract a cl'O\\"d. 

For a WCNlnd·wild ad,•cnturc, pilot 

your own boat durinR ;\lystic Boat Ad· 

·ventures' guid«l tours. After a 1S·nt.in· 
utc trnining, you'U hop aboard one of the 
cotupan)"s nimble two·seatcr watercraft 
for a one· or thre<:·hour guided tour, You'U 
nui$ot' down the Mystic Ri\'Cr. passing 
,M)•stic Seaport and th<' famoos draw· 

idge, before ltitting the tbrottk and 

1ding out int◊ the op(•n wau.-r for !!tun· 
\'iews of Fis.hens hiland Sound, 

ical lighthou.!lta, m,msions, yatht.s
'and sc1.1 life. You mu!lt be l8·yea.1"$-old 
with a \'alld drive�s l!cense oo operate 

•ILOW, JAtQUlS tlD'lN U!AOS A OtSCUSSIOH DUltlNC AN AJIJIIAllANU AT THI' lA CIIUA

(:INTISI /Jl[t(ll 1,1 W(l[A: PHOTO

•oTTOMI FIU.01 OF nu AOVENTUIU: PARlt 1$ A UNIQUE MYSTIC ATTitACTION, OFrE•ING

AN AIEIUAL CLIMBING CANO,Y ANO ZIPUNIN6J PHOTO COl.lltTtSY OF Fifi.OS OF FIRt

boou. Tours are available from the end of 
May through mid-October. 

No trip to MyStjc is oompktc withoot � 
vl!llt to Mystic Aquarium., where you'll 
encounter beluga whales. seals, sea lions 

and African penguins. as wt•ll as tlooMo
L-eiling tank$ tttming with fish, turtle:;, 
sharks, sth,grays and Jellyfish. Don't miss 
1he dally sea Uon shows. a favorite with 
big :rnd little kids alike. 

go Westerly 
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I show�:ase in 1967 has become 
.e largest fair in Rhode Island, And 

while il':1 all grown up. it ''-"mains true to 
ils agronomic rools with vegetable and 
produce exhibits. LivtStoc:k and dairy 
shows, and some good, old-fashioned 
farm oompnition, includmg :scarecrow· 
building, roostcr-<rowing, and herdsman 
contests. Cearhcads can get their mo· 
tors running watching the. tractor and 
truck pulls, motorcycle rodeo, and 
e-.•cn lawn mower races (these arc not 
)'OUT dad's lawn mowers!). There arc car· 
nival rides and kids' games gaJore. with 
pint-sized thr<'c·kggcd nacN and pie· 
eating cootests. There's li,.-e music and 
entertainment tbrougboot the 53rd 
Washington County f11.ir to br hcld Aug. 
l4to 18. 

for a £air with Gaelic flair, get thee to 
the Rhode bland Scottish Highland 
Fe!rtival on Saturday, Juoe 8. Don )VUr 
kilt fur a foll day o( Live musk, dancing 
and sport. Scottish ,:ulture comes alive 
with Celtic harp workshops, kill·mak· 

ing dl.-mortstrations and country danc· 
ing. whik might and muscki. a"° put to 
the test as athletes hurl hca"Y objects 
(hammers, si:to� and pitchforks, among 
them) during the :nhletlc competitions. 
But for a truly mcsmcrWng sigh1, don't 
miss the pipe and drum competition .. 
Bands march in unison across the field, 
bagpipes wa.iling, drnms beating, filling 
Richmond with Scottish song. Just try 
not to set goosebumps. 1'he festival runs 
from 9 a.m➔ to S p.m. at the Washington 
Counry Fairgrounds. 

f'urry friends rc-ccivc the red·carpct 
treatment at Fetch RJ. a holistic pet 
boutique and supply store that sells safe. 
natural pct food. treats and tO)'!I for dQR!I 
and cats. The shop hosts rescue cvcnts 
and dog-training classes. as well as play 
dates in iti. 8SO-squan--fuot. indoor rctch 
Room. a temperaturt-coatroUed. rubber· 
i'.t,.ed phiy tpa...-e for dog$ equipped with 
agility «ju.ipment. The Felch Room is 
BYOB (bring )'<>UT owu balls, toys ind 
water). 

One I)( Rhode Jsl;rnd's greatesl con• 

u:,n •AYAJUNO, ■OATUIO ANO Pl..$.NIJltO 
A•• POPULAlt PASTTIMU IN TMI 
■U.UTltUL WO<IO..-AWCATUCK 1111\111111 
WATIIISN•o / ll$A �ONICt:J PHOTO 
TOP RUiMT1 THl AHUA.L WAl'l•UNfioTON 
COUNTY fAUI flATUHS IIU,SICAl 
INTIHTAINMINT IN ADOtTtc)N TO ,ooo, 
UDU AND ·•MU J PHOTO COUIIT[$Y Of 
SOHJAU!.101 

cornmeal cake. While soo1e controversy 
surrounds the Johnnycike (everything 
from tht 11pdling ()(1he n.'lnte to lhe 1>rop
e-r prepantion is up for del-xate). the one 
thing that·s cerr.1in is the almon ioonl,c 
S(.ltUS of lhe John1l)'t.-.,ke n�l made by 
Kenyon's Gr-i,st Mill in Usquepaugh. 
,·tic oldest manufacturing business In 
Rhode l$bHld, dating l)oc)c {() 1696, Kerr 

yo,1·s uses a \'ln1.-ge 1886 grist mill and 
orlglnal granite mtllstoncs quarrk?d from 
Westerly to produce its stoneground 
whlte--corn meal. When combined wllh 
bomng wa.tcr (or milk), a bit of sugar and 
salt and cook0d on a grea!led griddle, the 
humble corn meal Is 1.r.msfonned Into 
a flavorful patty tha.t is topped, Sooth 
Counrr!lryle, with a he:aping pat ol but
ter. In addition co its Johnn�'Cakc meal, 
Kenyon's makes a variety of noneground 
flours .• meals aDd mixes. induding a 
popular clatu cake and fritter mix. The 
mill hoSts opcn�houtJe weekends with 
tours, cooking demon5trations 11nd 
t11$ti ngs twice a rear, one in July and an
other in O<:tobcr. An (In-site shop is Optn 
Monda)' through Prid;iy (hours v.iry 5ta
$0nally). 

O<M·n the road, the Hack & tivery 
Gener11I StC)re in Hope V;1lley l$ an01h
e-r Channing local bus:irte$$, rich m h.is-
tory. A bl� horse and the words "luck 
and li\'i:'ry" J)llintcd acroH the bulldlng's 
wldte fa�.tde p:l)' homage lO il$ early days 
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as a LiV('ry stable. Inside, it 'sa tnJ<\ old· 
fashioned general store, but beautifully 
decorated with a little bit or this, and 
a little tHt of llm: games and book11 
and dothing and acces.sories. to home 
goods and ci«or,gifrs and u>ys. But the:: 
big draw ii; lbe massive candy selec· 
tion, �tore t�n bal( a doun shelves 
and mt.dti� 0011ntcrs .ire lined with 
large glai.11 jars fiUtd lo tht: brim with 
just about every sticky, sweet, gummy, 
ehcwytre-at )'OU can imagine. 

for another trip do\\1n memory bnc, 
\llsit the Bell School House, a hinork 
landmark and home to the Richmond 
Historical Socitty. Built in 1826. the 
onc·room schoolhouse features period 
furnishings. text books, anifacts and 
rotating exhibits. Open b)' appoint· 
mcnt. 

In neighboring Asbaway, great food 
is servt"d ,.,,'ltb V."l"Ckly car shOW'S, lii..'t' 
etuenainment and cocktails b)• the 
tire pit at Boneyard BBQ & Saloon. 
Open sinc:c 1950, the Hi tehi ng Post in 
Charki.town is known (or (,nh s,cafood 
and tM.-.iuti(ul gardens.. Nearby Wilcox 
T1"vem offers i;impk, claslik American 
cuisine In a charming seuing. 
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