ESEAT
1669 - 2019

] 80 Westerly

TOP LEFT: THIS HISTORIC POSTCARO,
COURTESY OF WASHINGTON TRUST, SHOWS
OOWNTOWN YWESYERLY AT TWHE YURN OF
YHE CENYURY,

TOP RIGHTI OOWMNTOWN WESTERLY AS 1Y
APPEARS TODAY.

LEPT: THE SCENIC PAWCATUCK RIVER
YWINDS THROUGH COWNTOWN,
CONNECTING WESTERLY, R.6. ANO
PAWCATUCK, CT.
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eswerly, Rhede Island el

cbrates its 350tk anniver

sary this year. The town,

onc of the ny0st scenic in New England,
is steeped in history; tradition ind pride.
Like many coastal villages, Westcrly's
history is intrinsicaily linked o the sur-
rounding waters, the Pawcatck River
and the Atlantic Occan. whict conveyed
the first settlers to the towa's shoees,

provided sustenance, and supported the
development of local industrics.

Mcmbers of the Niaatic and  Nar-
ragansett tribes occupied the arca for
thousands of ycars before Eurapeans ar-
rived in America. They tished Westerly’s
abundant waters, catching shid, salmon
and other native specics. In tact, Misqua-
micut, the Natve American name for the
arca nuw Called Westerly, meass red fish,
ot salmon,

In 1661, the Misquamicur Purchasy
was made between the Niantic ar
group of English colonists froin New
‘That pact would pave the way for pen
nent settlenyent. The town was incor|
rated cight years Jatet; az the time, abou!!
30 famnllics lived on the east side of the
Pawcatuck River.

Local industry was closely tied to the
town's shoreline location. Fishing was

plemiful in the Pawcatuck River, with
large quantitics of fish and shellfish
caught in the bay and st the mouth of the
river, $Lipbuilding became one of West:
c11y’s most prominent tiades. There were
scveral active shipyards along the lower
Pawcatuck by the late eighteenih centu-
ry, and wessels were also built upstecam
at what is now known as Potter’s Hill.
‘The original town dock near ‘Ihompson’s
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Cove and other docks along the river
were critical for supply trade and trans-
portation, with schosners traveling be-
tween New York, Providence and West-
crly. By 1819, Westerly was home to some
50 dwellings, egin stores, a wool fisctory,
two tann.  rivso banks, two scademic:s
and a “social kibrary.”

‘The mid- 10 late-nincteenth century
was a timeof ripd growth. The construc-
tion of Westerly's first railioad station in
1837 greatly Improved transportation be-
tween New Yoek, Boston and Providence.
Scveral latge textile mills were built. And
In 1845, the Smith Granlte Company was

cstablished. Founded by Orlando Smith,
the business cmployed more than 300
workers duting lts heyday and became
known for its Clvll War monuments. The
granite industry played a prominent role
in Westeely's development, and the town
stitl produces some of the finest granite
in the world today.

‘The industrlal growth fucled a build-
ing boom that led to the construciion
of sonk of the town's most promincnt
instltutlons, including Westerly Library
(1894), Westerly Armwory (1902), the
current Town Hall and Municipal Court-
house (1912}, Westerly Station on Rail-

road Ave. (1912) and the United States
Post Office at Dixon Square (1913-1914),
To cclebrate Westerly’s 350th anniver-
sary. the town Is throwinga yeatdong cel
cbration with a full Jincup of events, in-
cluding lectures, exhibits, walking tours
and back-to-back black-tie galas. Among
the highlights:
o The Westerly 350 Galastake place
1 the Westedy Armory un May 17
and 18 a1 6 p.m. Dzncc the night
away at the formal astalrs; $75 per
person, limaed tickers available.
¢ Atime ¢apsule opening will be held
In Wilcax Park on Sat., Junc 29 st 10
am, A time capsule buriedduring the
town’s 300ch-anniversaey eelebration
in 1969 will be uncarthed 1o neveal
its my'sterlous contents. A new time
capsule will then be buried for future
gencrationstouacarth in 2069.
¢ The Olde Tyme Fair (n \Wioox
Park on Aug. 24 from 10a.m.to 10
p-m. promises to be afun. family-
frie;wdly experience. There will be
swanboat rides in the pond, a track-
less train ride around the park for
kids, face painting, jugglers, food,
and two stages of live entcrtainment,
including locsl favarite Roomful

¢hip with the Ocean Community Chamber
Poundarion, is sponsoring:

s Frce coloring books of historlesl
buildings withillustrutions created by
Westerly High School students

¢ Krce souvenir books, which will be
distributed in the Westerly Sun news-
paper this spring

s Historic lecture scries

o A fiest-eves Westerly Light Parade

o Funds to pay for large, history-
themed floats to be ereated by local
lngh school sturdents for the annual
Columbus Day Parade

® The sale of commemoeative items

¢ The production of 3 Rabcock-Prank-
lin doctumentary thar will airon PBS

For a full event calenddr and dexails, visit
westerfy350 com.
- Jenny Qud!

WEEKAPAUG NN

THE RESTAVRANT

NEW!' THE BRASSERIE

Enjoy coraal Freach sngpired

of Blues. Sing Huppy Birthday to
Wostcrly as a giant, edibk cakein
the shape of the town s wheeled out.
The towering confectionis a eol-
labosation betwicen Westetly's Sunny
Side Up and Vesra Bakery.

An intanate Lug relaxed
cuisine wwth a fun flar. A year wening for memorable meals
round dinner destinatlon well  merning 10 afght. Enjoy o

suited for il ages. modern interprecaion of

New Eogland contlel cuinine
THE LAWN

Savor delwrous cockratly and
lght fare from yeur Adiroan-
dach chait, while taling In
virwe of the I'oud.

SEARQOM

Offering casul ourdoor dinicg
a0d swceping water vicws
sfteracons through eveaing,

OCEAN HoOuUsE
Additionally, the Westerly 350th s bt 2
Anniversary  Commitzee, in partner SCASIOE TERRACE
Spa and vegan-nupued
breakfoat and Lunc), offering
with a sunset cockiatl menu

THE VERANDAM

Afull ra absa snd menw
of iraditionsl New England
speetatines,

SECRET GARDEN COAST

@or whimiead avidnor Qur fine dining eazahliclimens
Champagne bar, offcning with & 3eas0nal ucow tha
Veuve Clicquos Chainpagne changes nightly to reflect che
and 3 plapful laghe dites menu,  freshese flavorcand ingredients,

LEFT: DOWNTOWN STREETS ARE GRACED
WITH PLOWERS EACH SUMMES
SUBMITTED PROTO

RIGHT) 34 ALEWORKS GREWING B TAVEAN IN
WESTERLY IS A FAVORITE 5POT FOR SRIENOS
TO CHAT AND CELEBAATE / FHOTO COURTESY
OF 84 LEWCRXS

For more information about these distinguished
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from page 29

a German-stvle beer hall; Steak Loft, a
traditional steukhouse; and Go Fish, an
tnnovative scafood restyurant feaiuring
a raw bar and sushi bar, Farnily-friendly
events, including the Cabin Fever Pes-
tival and Charity Chowdcr Cook-off
in February and the Taste of Mystic in
June, attrace a crowd.

For a werand-wild adventure, pilot

wour own boat during Mystic Boat Ad-
ventures' guided tours. Afrer a 15-min-
utc training, you'll hop eboard onc of the
company's nimble two-seater watercraft
foraone- or three-hour guided tour. You’ll
cruise down the Mystic River. passing
i_M)'astic Scaport and the famous draw-
»idge, beforc hitting the throttle and
"nd ing out into the open water for stun-

" - views of Pishers Island Sound,
al lighthouse¢s, mansions, yachts
‘and sea tife, You must be 18-years-old
with a valid driver’s license to operate

EELOW: JACQUES PEDIN LEADS A DISCUSSION DURING AN APPEARANCE AT YHE LA ARUA

CENTER {SETER M. WERER PHOTO

BOTTOMI FIELDS OF FIRE AOVENTURE PARK 1S A UNIQUE MYSTIC ATTRACTION, OFFERING
AN AERIAL CLIMBING CANOPY AND ZIPLINING ) PHOTO COURTESY OF FIELOS OF FIRE

boats. Tours are availuble from the end of
Mayv through mid-October.

No trip to Mystic is complete without a
vigit to Mystic Aquarium, where you'll
encounter beluga whales, seals, sea lions

and African penguins, as well as foor-to-
ceiling tanks teeming with fish, turtles,
sharks, stingrays and jellyfish. Don't mlss
the daily sca lion shows, a favorite with
big and little kidsalike.

go Westerly
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al showcasc in 1967 has become
e largest fair in Rhode Island, And
while its all grown up, it remains true to
its agronomic 1oots with vegetable and
produce exhibits. livestock and dairy
shows, and somec good, old-fashioned
farm competition, includmg scarecrow-
building, rooster-crowing. and herdsman
contests. Gearheads can get their mo-
tors running watching the tractor and
truck pulls, motorcycle redco, and
cvenlawn mowerraces (thescare not
vourdad’s lawn mowersD. Thereare car-
nival rides and kids’ games galore. with
pintsized three-logged races and pict
cating contests. There's live music and
cntcrtainment througbout the S3rd
Washington County Fair to be held Aug.
1o 18,

For a fair with Gactic flair, get thee to
the Rhode iIsland Scottish Highland
Festival on Saturday, June 8. Don your
kilt for a full day of live music, dancing
and sport. S<ortish culture comes alive
with Ccltic harp woikshops, kilt-mak-

ing demonstrations and country danc-
ing, while might and muscles are put to
the test as athletes hurl heavy objects
(hammers, stones and pitchforks, among
them) during the arhletle competitions.
But for a truly mesmerizing sight, don’t
miss the pipe and drum compcetition.
Bands march in unison across the feld,
bagpipes wailing, drums beating, filling
Richmond tvith Scottish song. Just try
not to gct gooscdbumps. The festival runs
fiom 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Washington
County Fairgrounds.

Furry friends reccive the red-carpet
treatment at Ferch RL a holistic pet
boutiquc and supply storc that sclls safc,
natural pet food, treats and toys for dogs
and cats. The shop hasts rescuc cvents
and dog-training classcs, as wcll as play
dates inits 850-squarc-foot, indoor Fetch
Room, a temperature-controlled, rubber-
ized play space for dogs equipped with
agility equipment. The Fetch Room is
BYOD (bring your own balls, toys and
water).

One of Rhode lsland's greatest cont

LEPT) KAVAKING, ROATING AND FISHING
ARE POPULARPASTTIMES IN THE
BEAUTIPUL WOOD.PAWCATUCK RIVER
WATERSNED / LiISA KONICK PHOTO

TOP RIGHMTI THE ANUAL WASIHINGTON
COUNTY FAIR FEATURES MUSICAL
ENTERTAINMENT IN ADDITION TO FOOD,
RIDES AND GAMES | 0#OTO COURTESY OF
SONJA LEMOI

tributions to the culinary world is the
Johnnyecake, = savory, pancake-like
cornmeal cake. While sonic controversy
surtounds the Johnnycake (cverything
from the spelling of the nameto the prop-
er preparation is up for debate), the one
thing that’s certain is the almost iconle
status of the Johnnveake meal made by
Kenyon's Grist Mill in Usquepaugh.
The oldest manufacturing business In
Rhode Island, dating back 10 1696, Ken-
yon's uses a viniage 1886 grist mill and
orlginal granirc millstones quarried from
Westerly to produce its stoneground
white-corn meal. When combined whh
boiling water (or milk), a bit of sugar and
salt and cooked on a greased griddle, the
humble corm meal is transformed into
a flavorful party that is topped, South
County-style, with a heaping pat of but-
ter. In addition to its Sohnnycake meal.
Kenvon's makes a varicty of stoneground
flours. mcals and mixes, including a
popular clam cake and fritter mix. The
mill hosts open-house weekends with
tours, cooking demonstrations and
tastings twice a year, oncinJuly and an-
other in October. An on-site shop is open
Monday through Friday (hours vary sca-
sonally).

Down the road, the Hack & Livery
Genernl Store in Hope Valley is anoth-
er chanining local business, rich in his-
tory. A black hoese and the words “hack
and livery"” painted across the bullding's
white tagade pay homage to its early days

go Westerly

as a livery stable, Inside, it'sa true, old-
fashionced general store, but beautifully
decorated with a little bit of this, and
a lttle bit of that: games and bouks
and clothing and accessories, to home
goods and décor, gifts and tovs. But the
big draw 15 the massive candy selec-
tion. More than balf a dozen shelves
and multiple counters are lined with
large glaks jars filled to the brim with
just abour every sticky, sweet, gummy,
chewy treat you can imagine.

For another trip down memory lane,
visit the Bell School Housc, a historic
landmark and home to the Richmond
Historical Socicty. Builtin 1826. the
onc-room schoothousc features period
furnishings, text books, artifacts and
rotating cxhibits. Open by appoint-
ment.

In ncighboring Ashaway, great food
is served with weekly cer shows, live
cnrcrrainment and  cocktails by the
firc pit at Boncyard BBQ & Saloon.
Opensince 1950, the Hitching Postin
Charlestown is known for fresh seafood
and beautiful gardens. Nearby Wilcox
Tavern officrssimple., classic American
cuisine in a charming sctting.
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