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• It’s Valentine’s Day, and this guide was created 
to introduce you to goddesses who are not 
Aphrodite, Venus, Ishtar, or Freyja. Instead, 
you’ll discover lesser known but equally 
powerful love, beauty, and fertility deities from 
across the world.
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Hathor : Egyptian 
/Nubian
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Domain: Love, beauty, music, fertility, 
motherhood, and joy
Hathor was worshipped as the Egyptian goddess 
of love, beauty, and joy. She was also seen as a 
protector of women and a goddess of fertility and 
motherhood. In Nubian traditions, she was 
sometimes identified with Atari.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%CF%A9%E2%B2%81%E2%B2%91%E2%B2%B1%E2%B2%A3
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Anansa (Efik, 
Nigeria)
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• Domain: Love, beauty, and the sea
Anansa is a goddess of the sea and beauty, 
worshipped among the Efik people of 
Nigeria. She is associated with prosperity, 
love, and feminine power. Her followers 
often honour her with offerings near water.
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Erzulie Freda (Haitian 
Vodou/Dahomey)
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• Domain: Love, beauty, luxury, dance, and 
flowers
A powerful loa (spirit) in Haitian Vodou, 
Erzulie Freda is associated with beauty, 
luxury, love, and feminine grace. She is often 
represented with fine clothes and jewellery.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 5

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.deviantart.com/mangomendoza/art/Deities-Erzulie-Dantor-807767551
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Oshun Yoruba/African 
Diaspora)
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Domain: Love, fertility, sensuality, wealth, and 
rivers
Oshun is one of the most revered Orishas in 
Yoruba tradition and the African diaspora. She 
embodies love, femininity, and rivers, and is 
celebrated in religions like Santería and 
Candomblé

T 6

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://dragao-bebado.blogspot.com/2016/07/mitologia-ioruba.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Nanaya (Sumerian)
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• Domain: Love, sensuality, passion, and sacred 
sexuality
Nanaya was a goddess of sensuality and 
passion in Mesopotamian culture. She was 
worshipped alongside Ishtar and was often 
associated with desire and romance.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 7

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://it.abcdef.wiki/wiki/Inanna
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Aisyt 
(Turkic/Siberian)
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•

Domain: Love, beauty, and 
childbirth
Aisyt is the goddess of beauty and 
fertility among the Yakut (Sakha) 
people of Siberia. She is also 
connected to childbirth and the 
well-being of mothers.

8

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://mythology.guru/artemis-goddess/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Xochiquetzal 
(Aztec)
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Domain: Love, fertility, beauty, 
flowers, and female empowerment
Xochiquetzal is the Aztec goddess 
of love, beauty, and pleasure. She 
was associated with young women, 
artisans, and lovers.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://comomolan.blogspot.com/2016/02/i-x-c-h-e-l-diosa-del-arcoiris-diosa-de.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Astghik (Armenian)
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Domain: Love, fertility, and water
Astghik was the goddess of love and fertility in 
Armenian mythology, often connected to the 
planet Venus.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 10

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://comomolan.blogspot.com/2016/09/astghik-diosa-armenia-del-amor-y-la.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Rati (Hindu)
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Domain: Love, passion, and sexual desire
Rati is the Hindu goddess of love and sexual 
pleasure, often depicted alongside her husband, 
Kama, the god of love.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/worldcivilization1/chapter/8c-the-rise-of-hinduism/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Ixchel (Mayan)
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Domain: Love, fertility, medicine, and the moon
Ixchel was a Mayan goddess associated with 
fertility, childbirth, and healing.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://comomolan.blogspot.com/2016/02/i-x-c-h-e-l-diosa-del-arcoiris-diosa-de.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Al-Lat (Pre-Islamic 
Arabian)
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Domain: Love, wisdom, and protection
Al-Lat was one of the major goddesses 
worshipped in pre-Islamic Arabia.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 13

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/Lumen_Learning/Book:_Early_World_Civilizations_(Lumen)/Ch._07_The_Rise_and_Spread_of_Islam/08.4:_Women_in_Pre-Islamic_Arabia
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Anahita (Persian)
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Domain: Fertility, love, and war
Anahita was an ancient Persian goddess of 
fertility, love, and war, often associated with 
rivers.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 14

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://guity-novin.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Shaushka (Hittite)   
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Domain: Fertility, war, and healing
Shaushka was a Hittite goddess associated with 
love, fertility, and war, often depicted alongside 
doves and lions.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 15

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://mythology.guru/artemis-goddess/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Turan (Etruscan)
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• Domain: Love, fertility, and 
vitality
Turan was the Etruscan goddess 
of love and fertility, often linked 
with Venus and  Aphrodite and 
was a predecessor to Venus.

16

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://mythology.guru/ops-roman-goddess/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Recommended Reading and 
Watching 

World History Encyclopedia - Hathor Efik MythologyErzulie FredaOrisha Oshun- Nanaya Aisyt

• World History Encyclopedia - Hathor

• Efik Mythology

• Erzulie Freda

• Orisha Oshun

• - Nanaya

• Aisyt

Articles & Websites:

https://www.worldhistory.org/Hathor/
https://www.oriire.com/article/the-mythology-of-the-efik-people
https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/an-equilibrist-vodou-goddess/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Oshun/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/690602?mobileUi=0&journalCode=jnes
https://allturkic.com/who-is-aisyt-in-turkic-mythology/


Recommended 
Reading and 
Watching 
Continued 
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Turan: The 
Enchanting 
Goddess of  

and Beauty | 
Ancient Myth 

Unveiled

 Xochiquetzal

 Xochiquetzal

Armenian 
mythology: 6 
ancient pagan
gods we still 
love today

Armenian mythology: 6 ancient pagan gods we still love today

Armenian mythology: 6 ancient pagan gods we still love today

Armenian mythology: 6 ancient pagan gods we still love today

All About Rati

All About Rati

Ixchel:  
Mayan

Ixchel:  Mayan

Al-Lat -

Al-Lat -

Anahita - 
Zoroastrianism

Anahita - Zoroastrianism

Anahita - Zoroastrianism

 Shaushka

 Shaushka

Turan 

Turan 

Articles and Websites

• Xochiquetzal

• Armenian mythology: 6 ancient pagan 
gods we still love today

• All About Rati

• Ixchel:  Mayan

• Al-Lat -

• Anahita - Zoroastrianism

• Shaushka

• Turan 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E
https://mythopedia.com/topics/xochiquetzal
https://mythopedia.com/topics/xochiquetzal
https://www.h-pem.com/en/in-pictures/2020/03/12/armenian-pagan-gods-mythology-anahit-vahagn-mihr/28
https://www.h-pem.com/en/in-pictures/2020/03/12/armenian-pagan-gods-mythology-anahit-vahagn-mihr/28
https://www.h-pem.com/en/in-pictures/2020/03/12/armenian-pagan-gods-mythology-anahit-vahagn-mihr/28
https://www.h-pem.com/en/in-pictures/2020/03/12/armenian-pagan-gods-mythology-anahit-vahagn-mihr/28
https://www.timesnownews.com/spiritual/rati-the-hindu-goddess-of-love-lust-and-passion-article-106287407
https://www.timesnownews.com/spiritual/rati-the-hindu-goddess-of-love-lust-and-passion-article-106287407
https://www.thoughtco.com/ix-chel-mayan-goddess-moon-fertility-death-171592#:~:text=Fast%20Facts%3A%20Ix%20Chel,woman%20and%20an%20old%20crone.
https://www.thoughtco.com/ix-chel-mayan-goddess-moon-fertility-death-171592#:~:text=Fast%20Facts%3A%20Ix%20Chel,woman%20and%20an%20old%20crone.
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/amoderndayshair/2020/09/al-lat-the-pre-islamic-goddess-of-the-harvest-fertility-and-love/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/amoderndayshair/2020/09/al-lat-the-pre-islamic-goddess-of-the-harvest-fertility-and-love/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Anahita/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Anahita/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Anahita/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Sauska/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Sauska/
https://godsandmonsters.info/turan/
https://godsandmonsters.info/turan/
https://mythopedia.com/topics/xochiquetzal
https://www.h-pem.com/en/in-pictures/2020/03/12/armenian-pagan-gods-mythology-anahit-vahagn-mihr/28
https://www.h-pem.com/en/in-pictures/2020/03/12/armenian-pagan-gods-mythology-anahit-vahagn-mihr/28
https://www.timesnownews.com/spiritual/rati-the-hindu-goddess-of-love-lust-and-passion-article-106287407
https://www.thoughtco.com/ix-chel-mayan-goddess-moon-fertility-death-171592#:~:text=Fast%20Facts%3A%20Ix%20Chel,woman%20and%20an%20old%20crone.
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/amoderndayshair/2020/09/al-lat-the-pre-islamic-goddess-of-the-harvest-fertility-and-love/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Anahita/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Sauska/
https://godsandmonsters.info/turan/


Recommended Reading and 
Watching Cont.

Hathor - Goddess of Love AnansaErzulie FredaXochiquetzal - Aztec Goddess

Xochiquetzal - Aztec Goddess

Videos:

• Hathor - Goddess of Love 

• Anansa

• Erzulie Freda

• Oshun

• Xochiquetzal - Aztec Goddess
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzDN4xTpmTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3gYJkaj7RM
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5Tz-u_tv2jU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kmLDjbvVA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kmLDjbvVA4


Recommended Reading and 
Watching Cont.

Armenian mythologyRati Ixchel - Maya Goddess

Ixchel - Maya Goddess

Arabian GoddessesAnahita - Persian Goddess

Anahita - Persian Goddess

Hittite DeitiesTuran

• Armenian mythology

• Rati 

• Ixchel - Maya Goddess

• Arabian Goddesses

• Anahita - Persian Goddess

• Hittite Deities

• Turan

Videos
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atEQt19XJJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtRcIJ5qmZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQibQlpNIfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQibQlpNIfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI0DRPGZVZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3DaHQQJTTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3DaHQQJTTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHeHJNoDS-U
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5WmKJY0Ag6E


Happy  
Valentine’s Day
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Aphrodite, Freyja and Venus hoped you 

enjoyed meeting some of their friends
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