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Grand Mulfti Disputes

Amin al-Husaini’s Mideast-Europe

Friday talk news of 11/28/41 delayed, appeared on 12/10/41
Mittwoch, 10. Dezember 1941

Strangely, the Jerusalem grand mufti Muhammad A.
Husain claimed on October 25, 2015 that Jews never
had a temple on the Temple Mount. Yet, the Supreme
Muslim Council of one of his predecessors edited a
1929 booklet that says the Temple Mount’s identity
with the site of Solomon’s Temple is beyond dispute.
Another controversy grew over Premier Netanyahu’s
talk on October 20, accusing Amin al-Husaini, grand
mufti of Jerusalem 1921 to 1948, of complicity in the
Holocaust. Netanyahu struck an essential truth: there
is much evidence for his claim that this mufti had also
a substantial sway on the genocide in Nazi-occupied
Europe. Al-Husaini’s 1941 to 1945 stay in Berlin is a

part of the German-Mideastern history, as his life too. B8R T

First, I point here at an uncharted gap of eleven days. **"*"* et G i o o

[Photo of Hitler’s Friday talk with M. Amin al-Husaini on November 28, 1941. Back of photo released on 12/09/41

“The Fuehrer” only published it after December 9, 1941, see the back51de of K;__ wﬂ:‘j—i‘;:%—#‘i& ond
the original photo: “Released by the Adjutancy of the Fuehrer 9-12-41.” Above | S S i sasa Sranes e
is Heinrich Hoffmann’s photo as edited on the next day in Hamburger Frem- my
denblatt. Hitler delayed news for eleven days: There was a Soviet counterof- Loid 4 [

fensive, the Pearl Harbor attack and the shift of the original Wannsee Meeting <‘

from December 9 to January 20. In my German book I show why Hitler put a
conference date on December 9 and how he veiled a link between his Friday
talk with the mufti on November 28 and the next day invitations for the original Wannsee Conference by
withholding news of their talk. He published the news only after that meeting was postponed to January 20.]

9,2

Speaking in Jerusalem, Netanyahu said of the “Fuehrer’s” well-documented 1941 meeting
with Jerusalem grand mufti al-Husaini, “Hitler didn’t want to exterminate the Jews at the
time, he wanted to expel the Jews. And al-Hajj Amin al-Husaini went to Hitler and said,
‘If you expel them, they’ll all come here [to Palestine].”” According to Netanyahu, Hitler
then asked what he should do with them, to which the mufti replied, “Burn them.” I have
not seen that specific quotation in the records [Vienna’s Wiesenthal Institute validated it].
But there is much evidence to support Netanyahu’s underlying claim that the grand mufti
had a substantial (and for a non-European unparalleled) influence on the genocide that
unfolded in the Nazi-occupied Europe and that was envisaged for the Middle East as well.

After years of inciting violence against Jews as Jerusalem’s grand mufti (also in 1920,
Hebron 1929 and 1936-39), claiming the “al-Agsa mosque is in danger” too, al-Husaini
found an ally in Hitler’s Berlin in the 1930s. The mufti and also Arabs saw themselves as
a defeated and humiliated people [losing the war with the Berlin allied Ottomans], much
like Germans in World War 1. Thus, Nazi ideology resonated deeply in some Islamic areas.
In 1933, Arab papers serialized Hitler’s book, Mein Kampf, >\, that became a bestseller.
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Pact

The Germans encouraged the mufti’s activi-
ties, even providing funds and weapons for the
1936-39 Palestinian revolt led by him. He had
a steady link to the Nazi security service from
1937 on. In that year, the mufti called on all
Muslims to rid their lands of Jews and provi-
ded on November 24 his Nazi-Islamist pact
draft [on the right abridged; full text is in my
book, 413]: to promote [§3] spread of the Nazi
ideology in the Mideast, [§6: to wage “acts of
terror” in all French colonial/mandatory areas;

Part of al-Husaini’s pact draft given to the Nazis on 12/01/37
1.- Propagierung des Deurschen Handels in der arabisch-islamischen Welt;

2.- Vorbereitung einer sympathiereichen Atmosphire fir Deutschland die sich
im Falle cines Krieges bemerkbar macht;

3.- Verbreitung der Nationalsozialistischen [sic] in der arabisch-islamischen
Welt; 3

4,- Bekimpfung des sich allmihlich zu verbreiten scheinenden Kommunismus
mit allen denkbaren Mitteln;

5.- Boykottierung aller jidischen Waren;

6.- Aufrediterhaltung der Terrorakten in all den Kolonial- und Mandats-
gebieten Frankréichs die von Arabern oder Mohammedanern bewohnt sind; (z. B.
Syrien, Libanon, Algerien, Marokko);

7.- Bekimpfung und Verhinderung der Griindung eines jidischen Staates in
Paliistina mit allen Miweln;

8.- Verbreitung der Deutschen Bildung in den arabisch-islamischen Lindern;

9.- Die Bereitschaft bei einem Erfolg der Freiheitshewegung nur aus Deutschem
Kapital und geistigen Kriften Gebrauch zu machen.

Wie dic bereits erwihnten 9 Punkte ausgefihrt werden bleibe den Militir-
und Politischen Fiihrern der arabischen Fretheitsbewegung und den mit ihnen
arbeitenden und iiber ganz Arabien verbreiter éffentlich und Geheimorganisatio-
nen fiberlassen.

§7: to fight against the founding of a Jewish
state in Palestine by all means; §9: in case of a victory of the liberation movement just to
rely on the German capital and spiritual forces]; and [§5:] to boycott all Jewish goods, here.

In 1941, the mufti co-triggered Iraq's al-Farhud pogrom. Above all, he called for the Axis
powers to stop Jewish influx into the Middle East [al-Husaini drafted §7 too for a joint Ger-
man-Italian declaration on Arab freedom, given to envoy Fritz Grobba in February 1941.]

Al-Husaini’s draft §7: Axis Arabia Declaration given to Grobba 02/25/41
T) Demtsshland wmd Italien erxliren das "Jewish Natlomal Home*
in Falistine fiir L1lsgal, 8ie erkennen Pulietine und dea an~
. deren srabisehen Lindern das Reeht su, dla Prage der jUdibehen
Sevelkaruagateile in Palist¥ina und den anderen arabischéa
" Miadetn gomlld dem nnxou]tunbl.oencn Interense und in der glot
shass Weise #m 1lUcaén, wis diose Frage in den Lindern der Ashse
geldet wérden ist, Davems folgt aumeh, dag keine judisehe Bim-
vanferug mash den aredisonen Lindern mehr gestatt:t deln wird.

[Paragraph seven, §7, held that the Axis
states declare illegal a Jewish national
home in Palestine recognizing the Arab
right to treat the Jews in their lands the
same way as the Axis did in their lands.
“Therefore, no Jewish immigration into
Arab lands will be allowed anymore.”]

On Friday, November 28, 1941, the mufti met with Hitler and the two came to an under-
standing that Jews would be killed rather than simply deported [the Madagascar plan was
still an option]. Although Nazi mass shootings of Jews began soon after the June 22, 1941
attack on Russia, Berlin enacted [“in the Reich combined and actionable”] plans for their
comprehensive extermination in the aftermath of the Friday talk. At that point, Hitler saw
the Mideast as the next non-European theater of war. So he was averse to disrupting his
Nazi-Islamist axis by flooding the area with Jewish refugees [the mufti’s take: if Hitler
wanted jihadists on his side when he would invade the area, he had to hold Jews in Europe].

Adolf Eichmann and his SS men briefed Amin al-Husaini, who lived in Berlin [in 1942
and 1943 occasionally also in Rome, since mid-1944 in Oybin, Saxony] on the ongoing
genocide, as if to reassure him that Hitler had not changed his mind [in four lands the mutfti
went to sites from or to which Jews were deported]. Al-Husaini met often with Eichmann
[see my German book, 317-19], who years later testified in Jerusalem about the grand muf-
ti’s fierce opposition to the mass transfer of Jews to Palestine. In East Prussia “SS Reichs-
fuehrer” Heinrich Himmler told al-Husaini in mid-1943 “that three million Jews had been
liquidated so far.” Eichmann’s aide Dieter Wisliceny was quoted at Nuremberg trials [some
of his texts were used in the 1961 Eichmann trial], “The mufti was one of the initiators of
the systematic extermination of European Jewry... He was one of Eichmann’s best friends
and had constantly incited him to accelerate the extermination measures. I heard him say,
accompanied by Eichmann, that he had visited incognito the gas chambers of Auschwitz.”
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From al-Husaini’s 1999 Damascus Memoirs (124)

et S [“Repeatedly, I met Himmler,” the mufti noted. He adored him as
S Ty Wlasg HSDy omelh Ll fer UG 55 ajeadl 22H bright, smart and so insightful. “Yearly, I was called to Himmler’s

il R e s i T LY 4 0o esy  East Prussian site right behind the front near Hitler.” To visit both,

Sl Bl G fas sl S 8SS e 2 P B the mufti traveled annually by train through the occupied Poland.]

Al-Husaini certainly believed that his encouragement of Hitler and others to destroy the
Jews of Europe was decisive in their choice to do so. He wrote in his memoirs, the “world
Jewry wanted to bring the Eastern European Jews to Palestine... Germany agreed to this...
we were able to foil this effort.” [In 1961 he said the Nazis “did not need me.” But Hitler
insisted twice (orders #30 Iraq, #32 Russia) to rely on his “Arab liberation movement.”]
The mufti favored genocide in Europe also by his direct advice to key Nazis in the 22 days
before he met Hitler, and thereafter. On April 28, 1942, he asked Berlin and Rome in a sec-
ret letter to agree to the liquidation of a Jewish national home in Palestine. They did, until
May 14, confirming Hitler’s and al-Husaini’s genocidal pact of November 28, 1941, to kill
Jews in the Mideast too. In Europe, the mufti sent “protest letters” to five states to keep
Jews, not to let them go to Palestine, and not to exchange them with prisoners of war. Ra-
ther, he advised Hungary about Jews on June 28, 1943 “send them to Poland” where they
are “under active control,” and in a June 22, 1944 letter to “prevent the immigration to Pa-
lestine of Hungarian Jews.” On July 25, Budapest gave it “the utmost consideration.” In
his June 27 letter (deportations, May to July), he reminded Himmler on his pledge: the des-
truction of a Jewish home in Palestine makes an integral part of the German Reich’s rule.]
[In 1944, notes al-Husaini in his memoirs (126),the  2sel lr cal A 3815 (o 21 5 das Sl i o 4 Ik

“world Jewry wanted to bring the Eastern European 3 ' S iy calads G bans) S5 20 ol 1222 ele i)

. ; Lasal Gty O Jaas Ly S 55,20 Jaa 2 glos ol Olade LS
Jews to Palestine—as they try today to bring them Jf f___;,fj J;, e f_‘jl, g e ._,,J,-, j;;f i‘ Li_f’:,uﬁ e

from Russia, thé Balkans and Eastern Eur'ope to the s h)\ii.-ﬁb;f: \ut-ai L.Jllhs! ut&: S'! ‘-; ‘lf:fl i:i LY
occupied Palestme. Germany agreed to th'ls. But we *:_i"” ui__b j‘” ,jﬁj-.&il j’: ;w_‘ =5 — ﬁwl’ug‘:
fought this attempt and wrote to von Ribbentrop, i ctatee i o553 5,00 L) copm @ mnS 6 ossi (b 2eS s 05y
Himmler and Hitler, and then to the governments of AN Lm0y DAAY S 0ol e AT 0dn e
Italy, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey and others. We were able to foil this effort. This caused the Jews
to put ugly blame on me of being responsible for the liquidation of 400,000 Jews who were then not able to
travel to Palestine. The Jews demanded to try me in Nuremberg as a war criminal.” He thus admitted: Nazis
agreed to let Jews go in 1944—and his counter impact. This genocide was the chief 20" century crime. Mid-
east scholars need to vet this aide in synopses of Arabic, English, French, German, Hebrew, Iranian, Italian,
Polish, Russian, Serbian, Turkish primary/secondary sources. We know 1/4 about him; much is to be done.]

The mufti explained, “This caused the Jews to put ugly blame on me for being responsible
for the liquidation of 400,000 Jews who were then not able to travel to Palestine.” About
half of 437,402 deportees perished. Al-Husaini copied his “protest letters” in the memoirs.
The mufti’s role in recruiting and indoctrinating Muslim SS troops in the Balkans and in
Soviet Asia makes him responsible for more victims. Netanyahu was not equating al-Hu-
saini with all Palestinians, then or now. Rather, he was highlighting that the kind of elimi-
nationist Arab incitement against Jews intensified with the grand mufti. It emanates from
similar Islamist ideological strains, using matching symbols and rhetoric of “protecting”
holy sites from Jews. “For the murder to stop, the incitement must stop,” Netanyahu stress-
sed.—Al-Hajj Amin made himself a part of German-Mideastern history. He spent his time

often displaying links of incitement in word and deed.

Wolfgang G. Schwanitz
Originally published under the TJP’s title “Netanyahu was right about Hitler and the Mufti,” here updated/expanded 06/03/16, 04/13/21,
09/05/24: illustrations, links, texts were added [in brackets]. Wolfgang G. Schwanitz co-authored with Barry M. Rubin Nazis, Islamists
and the Making of the Modern Middle East (Yale UP 2014). He authored ten books and edited ten books, among them Germany and
the Middle East 1871-1945; Islam in Europe, Revolts in the Middle East; and The Middle East Mosaic 2015-2019 in his AME series on
comparative problem history and politics in the triangle of America-Mideast-Europe — his works were translated into eight languages.
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