
Cruising's New Ships on the Dock! 
After facing unprecedented challenges due to the pandemic, the cruise industry has witnessed a 
remarkable resurgence in demand. This surge is largely fueled by eager travelers who have experienced 
cancellations or delays in their planned voyages, coupled with new customers who are optimistic about 
the safety and appeal of cruising in the post-pandemic era. This pent-up demand has manifested in a 
significant spike in bookings for the years 2022 and 2023, as evidenced by several notable instances in 
the industry. 
 
The lifeblood and future success of any cruise line are intrinsically linked to the continual expansion and 
rejuvenation of its fleet. This growth predominantly comes through the addition of new builds, a process 
that several cruise lines engage in almost annually, taking delivery of one or two ships each year. These 
new vessels are the product of years of meticulous planning and design, allowing cruise lines to 
introduce state-of-the-art features and set new industry standards. These ships are here to offer more 
space, more luxury, and more unforgettable memories. 
 
Here’s a glimpse of what’s on the horizon for cruise enthusiasts in 2024: 
 
Icon of the Seas 
The Icon of the Seas, a notable addition by Royal Caribbean International, marks a significant milestone 
as the first ship in the Icon class. This colossal vessel, weighing in at 250,800 gross tons, is set to become 
the world’s largest cruise ship, surpassing its predecessor, the Wonder of the Seas, from the Oasis class. 
Its maiden voyage is scheduled for January 23, setting sail from Miami. Designed to accommodate a 
staggering 5,610 guests at double occupancy (and up to 7,500 in total), the Icon introduces state-of-the-
art concepts to the cruising world. One such novelty is a vibrant, candy-colored neighborhood designed 
specifically for young families, alongside the Thrill Island neighborhood which boasts an array of 
attractions including six waterslides and an aerial obstacle course. The ship is dedicated to offering 
seven-day Eastern and Western Caribbean itineraries throughout the year, ensuring a varied and 
exciting cruising experience for its passengers. 
 
Utopia of the Seas 
Another impressive creation by Royal Caribbean, the Utopia of the Seas, is set to make its debut as the 
latest vessel in the Oasis class. Although it doesn’t quite match the Icon in size, with a gross tonnage of 
236,860, it boasts a slightly higher guest capacity at double occupancy, accommodating 5,668 
passengers. The Utopia of the Seas offers unique features not seen on its sister ships, such as the 
Caribbean-inspired Pesky Parrot tiki bar and an extended version of the Ultimate Abyss slide, complete 
with state-of-the-art “zoom booster rollers” — a feature touted to be the longest dry slide at sea. In 
addition, the ship will offer a novel dining experience designed to emulate the ambiance of dining in a 
train car. Set to sail on its journey on July 22, the Utopia will focus on shorter cruises, operating out of 
Port Canaveral. 
 
Sun Princess 
Princess Cruises’ Sun Princess, setting a new standard in their fleet, is the first ship of the Sphere class. 
With a gross tonnage of 175,500, it’s the largest in the Princess Cruises lineup. The Sun Princess, 
accommodating 4,300 guests at double occupancy, differentiates itself with a brighter interior decor 
than its predecessors, complemented by a unique sphere atrium, a geodesic dome, and a three-deck 
activity zone. The ship is also set to introduce eight new dining options, including a love-themed 
specialty restaurant serving aphrodisiac-inspired cuisine. Its inaugural voyage is scheduled for February 



8, with initial sailings across the Mediterranean and Europe, before heading to Port Everglades for the 
winter season of 2024–25. 
 
Queen Anne 
Cunard Line’s Queen Anne marks a notable expansion in their fleet, being the first new ship in over a 
decade. With a gross tonnage of 113,000, the Queen Anne surpasses both the Queen Victoria and 
Queen Elizabeth in size, offering 14 passenger decks and a capacity of 2,996 guests at double occupancy. 
The ship embodies a blend of Cunard’s 182-year heritage with contemporary design trends, featuring a 
retractable dome over the pool deck and more spacious, bright, and outdoor-friendly environments. The 
Queen Anne is set to embark on its maiden voyage on May 1, with a roundtrip scheduled from 
Southampton, England. 
 
Silver Ray 
Silversea Cruises is expanding its fleet with the introduction of Silver Ray, a sibling to the notable Silver 
Nova, which has captured attention since its debut. Boasting a larger size and unique, asymmetrical 
design, Silver Ray offers an unparalleled experience with its public areas and key amenities positioned 
towards the ship's sides, providing exceptional sea views. Notably, the ship's pool area deviates from 
traditional central placements, located instead on the starboard side, allowing guests to enjoy 
unobstructed sea vistas while swimming or lounging. Additionally, Silver Ray introduces two novel dining 
concepts: Marquee, an alfresco dining area offering sea views from the port side, featuring The Grill and 
Spaccanapoli pizza outlet, and The Dusk Bar, an open-air sky bar situated at the ship's rear. Set to service 
in June, Silver Ray will accommodate 728 guests, emphasizing more glass space for enhanced viewing, 
continuing Silversea's legacy of luxury and innovation at sea. 
 
Explora II 
MSC’s luxury line, Explora Journeys, is adding the Explora II this year, closely following the design and 
offerings of the previously launched Explora I, with some alterations in retail options. The ship, featuring 
461 oceanfront suites, nine culinary experiences, and a selection of pools including three outdoor and 
one indoor, will make its debut on August 11. Its initial journey will take passengers from Barcelona to 
Civitavecchia (Rome), followed by voyages in the Western Mediterranean before relocating to the 
Caribbean in November. 
 
Ilma 
The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection, a relative newcomer to the cruise industry, is set to launch its second 
ship, the Ilma. Nearly twice the size of its predecessor, the Evrima, the Ilma has a gross tonnage of 
46,750 and is designed to accommodate 448 guests. Its inaugural sailings are planned for September, 
focusing on the North and Baltic Seas. 
 
Disney Treasure 
Disney Cruise Line’s Disney Treasure, one of the last new ships to debut this year, is also among the 
most eagerly awaited. Disney Cruise Line is expanding its fleet with the introduction of Disney Treasure, 
marking the second new addition in two years, following a decade without new ships. Slated for release 
at the end of 2024, this ship follows closely on the heels of Disney Wish, launched in 2022, and shares 
many features and designs as part of the Triton Class. 
 
Disney Treasure will introduce several unique attractions, including Plaza de Coco, a new Mexican 
restaurant inspired by the "Coco" movie, taking the place of the previous "Frozen"-themed restaurant. 
Additionally, the ship will feature a Haunted Mansion-themed bar, offering a fresh take on the lounge 



experience by replacing the "Star Wars"-themed Hyperspace Lounge found on Disney Wish. New to 
Disney Treasure will be Jumbeaux's Sweets, an ice cream and candy shop drawing inspiration from 
"Zootopia," and Skipper Society, a bar echoing the Jungle Cruise ride's humor. This spot, replacing The 
Bayou on Disney Wish, will serve themed drinks and snacks like waffles. Periscope Pub, another novel 
venue, draws inspiration from Jules Verne's "20,000 Leagues Under the Sea," and serves as the ship's 
sports bar, succeeding Wish's Keg & Compass. Its design features submarine-like elements, including a 
giant periscope and porthole windows. A standout addition is a new Broadway-style musical, "Disney 
The Tale of Moana," bringing the story and music of Moana to the stage for the first time, alongside two 
returning shows from previous Disney ships. The top-deck will boast AquaMouse, a thrilling water ride, 
consistent with its predecessor. 
 
As the cruise industry sails beyond the pandemic's tumultuous waters, it welcomes a wave of innovation 
and growth, marked by the arrival of new, majestic ships. These vessels, each a marvel of modern 
engineering and design, promise to elevate the cruising experience to new heights. From Royal 
Caribbean's Icon of the Seas setting new records to the luxurious and uniquely designed Silver Ray by 
Silversea Cruises, the future of cruising shines bright. These ships, ready to journey through the 
Caribbean's warmth or Europe's rich landscapes, stand ready to create lasting memories for all aboard. 
As they prepare to depart from ports around the world, these floating paradises underscore the 
industry's resilience and its commitment to delivering unparalleled adventures on the high seas. 


