Charmed Memories:

Turning grie
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MIDDLEBURG — When Dexarce Sar-
ponls daughier cut her hair for the Mlirst
Limes. Dexarce wanbed w lind a way Lo sa-
vior Lthe mesh cul and make Lhe moemory
last lorever.

“Imstead of just throwing il in the
drawer. | was like, ‘(dh. maybe | could
jusL make a nccklace or someLhing.” So, |
did, and iL turned oul cool.)” Desarce said.

With the creation of thal simple neck-
lace, Doxarce’s idoa catapulied into a

business buill on the same conoepl: ne-
membering things we have loved — and
mayhbe lost.

“I just starwed asking peoople iF Lhey
would be intereswed. and iL just wenl
rom there,” Dexarce said.

Dexarce owns  Lthe local business
Charmed Memoriecs and makes il her
mission W proscrve special memarics Tor
customers Lo cherish lorover.

Charmed Memories is a hand-made
cremation jewelry business thal began
back in 2016, Working with remains ol
all soris, Dexarce spends her days inlor-
wined wilth the personal treasuries ol
others.

The company specializes in memaorial
jewelry in rings, pendanls, glass beads
and necklaces. The personal material she
can pul inko jewelry ranges [rom crema-
Lion remains and hair, weeth, broast mi
and even Fabric libers.

“I'vir gollen many people say Lthoey
were in Lears bocause iLowas S0 moean-
inglul Lo have: something they could wear
with them cvery day. That is part of the
person they lost or Lthe pel they've lost”
Dhesearec said.

AL Mirst, she started selling simplo
jewelry wilth hair and pel Tar on Fisy. As

a slay-al-homce mom. Dexarce said the
business began as a hobby and a way Lo
make some extra money. However, the
company has massively grown from what
iLonee was.

I'rom exclusively using hair and peu
Mur, Dezarce said the groweh ol her bosi-
ness has now led o her using more ore-
malions and ashes. Dexarce said her or-
ders arc a SOCB0 splil bebween the oo,

In addition ww Lthe mawerial growih,
Dexarce said her work has grown W im-
pacl Lthe world, reaching places such as
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Dezaree Sargent displays a ring which
contains a small portion of somebody’s
cremated remains.

Canada and the: Unived Kingdom.
As customers place their orders Tor

their charmed memory. Dezarce said
they are sent kiks w help them through
the process. Customers place a lictle

picoc of Lhe hair or a lablespoon ol ash-
es inlo Lhese Kils and send them back.
Dexaree said orders ke aboul Lhree-w0-
live wocks W comploele.

However, Dezaree said one downside
ol the process comes with sending the
remains through the mail, as they oould
2ol lost.

“That happens someltimes. Vs like a
little: viny Bib of hair is all they bhave lell,
and then it gews lost in the mail, and they
don’t hawves L™ Dexsarcee said.

IFor thal reason. Dexarce said she
adviscs customers only Lo send a small
amountl of whal they have and not the
whole thing.

All done: Trom her home, Desaroe
—cralls cpoxy rcs liquid Lo ma
jewelry, Dexarce said she mixes Lthe
rosin in cogual parts wikh Lhe two-part
liquid and then pours it inlo Lthe jowelry
basc. From there, she fills in Lthe gaps
wilh the ashes and resin. In 24 hours,
Dexarce said the jewelry was hardencd
and rescmbled the glass look.

Corecy Sargenl, Desarcc’s

hushband,
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also makes his mark on Lhe business. e
makes Lthe glass necessary lor Lthe glass
jewelry.

“She pives me Lthe ashes, | degas them
and then cncapsulaw: them in glass.” Coroy
said. “Then, pul thoem inko a bead, charm,
necklace. . owhatever you're going lor.”

Fwven with hoer success with her prod-
uclks, Dexarce said hor choice o el inbo
Lhe business didn'L come withoul scruliny.

“The general public would be, "Thal's
kind of gross, kind ol crecpy, nobody wouold
wanlk b sce Ltheir dead pots™ Tur in the
keyvehain,” Dexarce said. 1 was like, “Well,
vou nesver know.™

Corcy said knowing this Tucled him wo
do everyihing he could w ensure his wilc
sucooedod.

“Iv was really the underdog thing. | re-
ally wanted it o work. | really wanued her
w succecd and wrn into exactly whalt i
has turned into. 1L has really boeen an awe-
some Lhing Lo see,” he said.

The business has become an outlel Tor
customoers Lo wear their cmotions on their
sleoves liverally.

Customer Jessic Miller said she had
purchased ibems from Charmed Memories
a couple of Limes, and she approciaves the
cllory that Dezarce puls into beautifolly
memorialiving whal could casily be Torgol-
Len.

“She puts color in them. She makes
them beautiful. They shine, Thoy arc me-
morialized because Lhey re kepl thal way.
Ashes in an urn on a shell, W me .. you
pul. them up there, and yoo Torgel aboou
them,” Miller said.

In addition o the: hand-craled jowelry,
Dexarce said she lakes hoer business o the
next level by diving deeper into the: physi-
cality of the ashes. With hoer cromation
macropholtography  services. she closcly
cxamines Lhe “orcmains™.

To do this., Dezarce said she uses a
unigue siluer w sceparate the smaller par-
Lticles mom the large particles in the ashes.
This crealed a unigue vision Dexacre said
she had never scon beloroe.

“I started sccing all these colorfal pico-
cs in the ashes. . il was pink, and blue and
groen,” Desarce Sargonl said.

Dexzaree said Lthe dilferent minerals in
the body react differently o the cromation
Lemperature, causing them w oblain their
bright colors under the microscope.

Aler Laking Lthe pictures, Desarcc said
she sends Lhem Lo cusLlomers upon reguesl.

“A ot of people are really inbereswed
in looking, jusl because Lhey say il's morc
beautiful ... overy cremation of ashes is
dilTe:remnl. al was Lhem. Thal was Lheir
makcup. They think that ivs comflorting Lo
scc, | guess, Lhe beauly of whal was lefl
over.”

IEwven with Lhe beauly ol cthe job, Doxa-
roec said there are Limes when il can be-
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This piece of jewelry contains a puzzle piece
miade of cremated remains. Dezaree Sargent
miakes the pieces to memorialize a loved one.
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come overwhelming.

Dearee sald working so closely with
death, she has a hard Ume processing 1L

“You Lalk w people every single day
about them lozing people they love, and
aomelmes 1L gives me a lob of anxiety. |
think aboul my death or my family mem-
bers” death a lol more now Lhan | used L™
Dexares =ald.

To cope with thal, Dexaree sald Lme
wilth her Tamily 15 ImporLanl.

“I spend Ume with my kids. 1 Teel ke
I'm a lol more presenl, Jand] al Lhe mo-
menl becaonse | reallse you never know,”
Dexaree sald. “So, we're Jusl laking every-
thing as IL comes.”

Charmed Memories 8 partnercd wilh
Ophellas EclecUes al 1838 Henley Eoad.
Dexaree =sald Lthals where work samples
can be found, local plekups/drop-olls and
consultations Lake place.

However, Dexarce sald she hopes W
lurther expand In Lthe local communily.

“I'm Elnd of hoping now Uhat 1 have Uhis
Spol...maybe | can gel more local custom-
ers. A ol of people say they didn't know
thal L was over an oplion L have sl
made ke Lthal. So. Pmhoping Lo gel a likle
biL more Involved In the local communily,”
Dexares sald.



