Officials offer ‘hope’to fh ose

struggling with drug addictions

By Kyla Woodard
Faor (lay Tiday

OEAMGE PAEK — The Clhy Counly Sher-
s Deparument, Fire Rescwe, and local
communily organlzallons came loeelher
wilh the spiril of hogee sl Friday o deal
wilh drug addicuon In Lhe area.

“1 knavw Lhal drogs and dme addicts
many Umes JusL need a palheway oul Sao,
using Lhe plalform of the sherill, whal |
harve domnee hias Besen able o pull coamm-
nily =ervice providers Inom scoress Lhe
counly logclther,” Cook sakd.

The evenl was held al the Church of
Kleven22 L inchided many Eabling or-
panl@zuon: such as Clay Counly Caom-
muniky Services, The Way Free Medical
Climic, Clay Aculon Coaliblon. Reocowery
Road and Foundallons ol Fresdom.

ol hersell orealed Hammer and
Hogs> Lhree years ago W combal Lhe
siriking drug presence In Cly Counby.

Cook and Fire BEescue. She sald Friday's
program was one oul of a wo-prong sp-
proach Wy addressing Lhe pirodslem .

The “hope”™ approach almed Lo give
addicls & way ool Swephen Tesl, @
caplain with Lthe Clay Counky Fire Hes-
cues Paramedicine Program, =sakd Lhal
spreading awareness of the drog crisis
and providing help W those allecled was
the: pogal of Lhe seccond approach.

“(uar g thing s w be thers for the
peagle who wanl help bal don’l realibe
s there. There™s @ Mol ol people looking
Ffor help, a lob of people thal can'L allord
IL " hee wakd.

L all wes In with Flortda™s Coordl-
nabesd Oplold Recovery program, whikch
expanded W Glay in Fall 20022, The Inil-
Watlve allve=s saddicts W recelve medl-
cally assizled trealmenl, as  pallents
are ransporied w oa medical facilicy
equipgeed Lo dessl with sddiciions aler
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Resident found answers and were connected to programs to help them, or a family member, overcome drug addicition. Twenty agencies attended last week's Hammer and Hope.
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Lrip by the: hospital so thal they can begin a
climical palhway Lo sobricby.

Cook said the annoal eventl could be al-
vribuved Lo holping aboul A0 poople roeha-
hilitawe thoemselves and gel Lheir lives back
on Lrecke

“I'vee acltumally had a coug ol people
stop me and say, “Tow do | gel inw Lhat
Hammaer amd Hope help sl And thesoe
are people who necd help and wanl help.”™
Cook said.

Tables woere circled in the large arca,
some decked wilkh informational pamphlceis
and others wilth keopsakes — all o spread
awarcness and be an asscl o the commuo-
mily.

Swephanic Geoghagan. Clay AcLlion Go-
alition projoct coordinavor, said hor orga-
nixations Lable was Mled with resouroes
for young poople and even Teatorod  De-
Lerra pouchoes,

Geoghagan said Dewerra is a sale, onvi-
ronmentally riendly way Lo climinabe old
proscriplions or over-the-counber moedica-
LiomsE.

“We do Lthal so Lthat il can’'t be: diveried.
Becausc we: know Lhal yvoung people oluen
will exporiment with modications in Lheir
homaos belore they do anywhore clsc. So,
W re jush rying Lo coreake: a salc environ-
ment for yvoung people and then also visi-
Lors who may be coming inbo your home
who may be drog scoeking.” Goeoghagan
said.

Tommy Foerrelli, the founder ol Lhe so-
bwer living program. Foundations ol Froe-
dom, said he loves being al evenls Lhal al-
lowe hiirme Lo b ulilizced and on Lhe Tronl lines

Teal said that just a Fow we

ol =olving Lthe issue.

“1 gesla low of phone calls where il Lhore
was an overdose, Lhe lire department will
call me. Il somebody is strugeling., Lhe po-
lice department will call me. And il the
porson is rocady o change Lheir lilfosoyloe,
they'll actually call me directly,” Ferredd
sanid.

Barbara Davenport., owncer and opoera-
Lor of Roeocovery Road, said shoe wanued wo
serve as a resource for people who are
struggling bul also w raise awarcness ol
Lthe stigma associaled with addiclion

“There™s sell a lol of people Lthat have
a nogalive stigma abowul addiction. Thoy
think il can’L happoen b Cheir Tamily, Lypee: ol
Ffamily. or woealthy Family. Thats not Lrue,”
Davenporl said.

Since: the annoal event has made s
homo in Clay County, Teal said b scoms Lo
b working. Howewver, he said iks impacl on
lowering Lhe drog counl waxes and wanes.
» belore the
ewenl, Lhe coonly saw a large intake ol
drug overdoses.

“Apparcnily, anoLhoer strcam ol drogs at
some poinl camo Lhroowgh the counky. What
all Lhey were, 'm nol sure,” Teal said. “1Bul
wee can el when il waxes and wanes."

Cook =aid Lhal she hopoes W oconbinoe
Lthe Hammer and Hope inilialive w boild a
hoalthy and salc commumnity — all by hold-
ing poople accountable and providing as-
sistancoe lor the ones thal wanlt ik

1IN ywou re dealing drugs in Clay Coonly,
woes e going o find you, and swe're going Lo
arrcst you. Bul, il youw're an addict and you
wanl help., thoere is a pathway oul, And we
will help you lind that path.” she said.

Stall reporter Loee Wardlaw comdrifwrbod
Loy fris sibory.



