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Girl Scouts make Food Pantry
of Green Cove Springs a little ‘greener’

Three spruce up pick-up area toward Girl Scout Silver Award

By Kyla Woodard
For Clay Today

CREEN COVE SPRINGS — With the help
of three local girls looking o serve thelr
community, the city just gol a litle more
“green.”

For months, Girl Scoul Cadelles Kam-
ryn Thompson, Calley Thompson and Han-
na LoTemplo researched and learned aboul
thelr surrounding area W develop a projecl
sure o make a substantial impacl.

The three scouls have been working Lo-
ward reaching thelr highest achlevement
yeel, the Girl Scoul Stver Award. One of Lhe
highest W earn as a Girl Scout, the award
allows Cadelles o explore thelr communily
and bring aboul change o specille 155008

Alter thorough rescarch, girls looking
Lo earn Lthe achlevement are urged W pick
an Issue In thelr community and lake ac-
Lomn.

Working as a group. Lhe girls notlced
Lthat the Food Pantry of Green Cove Springs
needed some “beautilving.” With the use of
plants, the girls of Troop B72 made thal
happen.

The scouls provided Uhree  dilferent
plank venuures W encourage some change
Lo Lhe landscape.
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With  Calley  Thompsons  Inberactive
“Plant Share™ stand, residenls can stop b

Lhex pantry W plek-up or drop-ofl a plant o
Lheir cholce.

Kamryn Thompson ook a hands-on apH
proach Lo ransforming the area by pulling
weeds and planung new Nower beds fon
Lher communiLy.

LoTemplo approached Lhe projecl b

planting her pollinator garden, which was
sure o allraclk many bulleriies.

Clalming a sectlon of the fwod bank L
work on, each girl began Lhe process o
Lransforming Lhe oulside arca.

Food pantry volunieer Peggy Clood|
sald she remembers when Lthe girls sy
brought them Lhelr proposal W do b
project. She sald thetr professionallsm and

Cadettes Kamryn Thompson, Calley Thompson and Hanna LoTempio decided to devote their
Girl Scout Silver Award volunteer project to cleaning up flowerbeds and adding new plants at
the Food Pantry of Green Cove Springs.

Ideas made the cholee an easy declsion.
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“Fach girl had a part for this proposal,
and 1L was quile Impressive. . nol only of
how they presented Lhemselves, bul how
Lthey gol In there and worked as hard as
Lhey did,” Cloud said.

Calley Thompson sald her cholee for
her project came from having o lake
the ume W bolld hers from scralch. Cal-
ley Thompson sald she vsed the lellover
wood In her house o make a stand. With
her dads help, she could put the Imwricate
sbructure Logether.

Additenally, Calley Thompson spray-
painted the stand while hand-painung the
smaller detalls o give 1L her unigque cha-
rlsma.
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Calley noted her reason for partcipal-
Ing in the project was o help her commu-
niky and allow hersell o gel oul and gel
aclive.

“IL wiould have been easy, and 1L would
have probably helped get me Lo do stall.
Because 'mousually laying down or jusl nol
doing anything,”™ Calley Thompson sald.

kamryn Thompson sald the Idea for
her projeclt came aboul when she notlced
the area covered In weeds and grass. Her
goal wag o make Lhe arca more appealing
Lo the community. Kamryn Thompson Tur-
thered that Lhe process of carrying out Lhe
project came with a low ol ¢forl.

I'rom having the right wols o wse and
knowing what youre digzing ap, Kamryn
Thompson sald 1L was an extenslve pro-
cess. However, she sald 1018 a gestore thal
she hopes will Impact Uhe communily In a
posilive way.
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“A lot of people come here Lo gel food.
And, nol very many people pay atlention
1o the outside. So, if we make il betler and
pretlier, peaple will pay allention and help
the community more,” Kamryn Thompson
said.

With LoTempio’s love of bullerflies, she
said her pollinator garden was an easy de-
cision. She said her process consisted of
researching the types of planis necessary
1o atract the colorful insects.

LoTempio added that her act of plant-
ing the garden was fueled by her need Lo
improve her community.

‘Il makes my communily a betler

place,” Hanna LoTempio said.

Despile the blazing hot sun, the girls
continued to make their mark in the com-
munity, spending 50 hours dedicated lo
their projects. The girls said working as a
group was an equal highlight. of their ex-
perience.

Food pantry volunteer Bill Bland re-
called wanting Lo help the girls when he
saw them pulling up grass. However, he
said he saw their persislence and drive the
girls had Lo do it all on their own.

“Speaking for the food pantry as a
whole, [we're] just overwhelmed with what
these young girls have been able Lo accom-
plish for us,” Bland said.

Finding a group to work with Loward
the prestigious award is one slep of the
venture. And, for the girls, thal was an

easy aclion. Since they were Daisy-level
sirl Scouts, all three girls have buill a con-
nection and friendship.

darah Thompson, the mother of both
Kamryn and Calley, said that it had been an
honor to walch the girls grow up logether
and help each other reach their goals.

“They have all dilferent views, and
they ve come logether, and they ve learned
how to cooperale and find common ground
and work as a team. Nol somelhing young
girls want 1o do these days,” Thompson
said.

Kelly LoTempio, the mother of LoTem-
pio. said thal she is proud of the girls for
laking the lime o impact the communily,
especially during summer.

“They didn’t have to do iL. So, [ think it’s
really cool thal, they wanl 1o, and they're

exciled aboul it,” Kelly LoTempio said.

kamryn Thompson said her [avorile
thing about working with her leammales
was their abilily lo communicale eflecive-
Iy and have fun logether,

“The best thing was working with my
group is we had a lot of greal moments lo-
pether. And, we make a lol of new ones.
Being together for so long [and] making so
many memories is one of the best things,”
Kamryn Thompson said.

Fiach girl’s journey 1o becoming a Girl
scoul is marked by their necessity to im-
pact the world around them. And logether,
rain or shine, they hope 1o continue Lo do
thal.

“Making the world a betler place is the
best thing..for me being a Girl Scoul,” Ka-
mryn Thompson said.



