re 1 Fv ln Gay Decker speaks to descendants of the Newfoundland
Regiment who are playing their ancestors in a soon-to-be-

aired docudrama about the First World War.




Artillery fire

splinters the air

as Prvate Greg Connolly of the First Newloundiand Regiment
takes one last slug of Screcch and whispers a praver before vault
ing himself over the top of his trench. He has minutes, maybe just
seconds, 1o help advance the Allied forees. His bayonet leading
him forward, he navigates as fast as he can over the bodies ol his
fellow soldiers, some still crving out for heélp

Squinting through the smake nd
dir. he spots an epening in the barbed
wirg, But o Mesh of metal pulls his
wiientvon o the kel and Be oéaliés
he's closer Lo eIy linies than he
thowigi: @ Lserman machine gun i
wrmecl ~.|_|u.|||.'|:. s darection

{':.1u|'.ni|:. falls hard. hr||.|-||||__' Fis
ribes, i lbes there unmaosing wntil he

hears o voree call “Cul;

Slowly, Uonnally and the Gillen sol

diers wround him resurrect themselves
while [he Ccameras ane IL'|"'|I"-'|I<II'lI.'l.|
o the next lske o & docudrami
bemng directed by Cetming Aswiond
winning documentary  filmmaker
Briun McKenna (Big Supoar. Kore.
The Vidlopr amd the Herrors, His latest

e

Gy

|-||||||_|.\_||--||_ Flie Careert Wear, s thie farsd
diacuglrama ever prosluced o inchske
lootnpe of descemndns of First World
War solchers sctually Tiving an conde
IME  approxinming Mwasg: bl e
ancestor scddiers. The Girear Wor s
sehedaled e air on CBC TV i 20007
i e Tiap dlse S0 oiversary of the
Haitle &l Yimy Kidge
place April 9, 1917

In real hife. I.-.||'||'-|-!I:. 1= an ROCMP
officer bised in Windsor, Untaro

whsch ook

whao hiils from Springdale, Mew
fownncdland., He savs mio Innmong e s
"o el | ||_'q._'|_'||...,'|| witbd :'I.|'-\.|_' ||I||'|.Ir.'|.|
i for the conditions of a Firsi
World War banlelield

S Py b waome swesialedin 1 o Bl oait of
i imench anegd wilk wntee oy Ll
withoul ANy Cover, kivaving that yoa
SVCTE _-_l.-|:|:_' LR |'\l|_' '\1|||"_ i It 7w sucikil
Mhere's fw WAy YOal Lo
prepare for that Kind of situation.
Connolly s51vs

|||:;:I:.|||'|

He was one of 13 New Toundlsbers
and 130 Candgdions chosen from the
A6 who applicd o appear in
MlcBoemna’s [lm, To prepare for it, he
spent iwo weeks af movie-making

boot compe i 50 Brono, Clicbhee, o
I||:. MUKy
Hepresenting his grest-grandfather
'I'."".iml
illey, Irom RKelligrews
Connolly woke even

v the bogele revelry, Bles

Lance Corporal  William
o las
riodig ol )
shivaer
L L | i'-||.,'l,,|_'l il wgiker i I||l.-: BLES |
Nicals

porridee, hread
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consisied ol
Cheese, mml stews, Chl entiely
i) sl luegmnge o beavy kil on bas
back. he
anilitary fomuwtion. enduring CITiPET
wlures by MOC mmd g hoamcex ol
nearly HUFC, He even leamed he

.} i 1
marched For miles i

L ] [ | I|!\,I.|l.'|l.ll'|'_ i ey with a

RO how e lunee ageressively

targehing the hoeart and then wisiing
the Blade o the right and back agin
Yier am | R-Bowr diy, he lossed and
qurreeel all mght on the hard pround
that was his bedd

It fthee set) was Tike @ war rode””
comlirms Janet loree, one ol e
Tl s |'-||-|I'.u ers, They lod bBlisters
aunh Eher Tt Thaey were Gientinge froen
We turmed o car into an

amibubinee 1o mn them o the clini =,
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reliving ve (Great War

All the MNewfoundlanders smuck
oul, though, mehichng Prvate Dave
Mullwmey from 51 lohn's, who
r|'|4'-||;_-_lh| his worst Fear was nhout 1o
ciane rue when he spotied a huge hax
of blsck, slithering rodenis on ihe soi

“I hate rats. 1'm petrifeed of thens,
bt 1 figured this s what my grand-
father wonld have had e Bive with in
thee drenchees, so U1 stack it owr,” Mul
lll'u'l-lh.':l LH L

Mullowney's modher had alwoys
meranded hum thar s gramdiather,

Private Thomas Colion
r Carmichael, had besn one

ol the Pest S0 Blose

Putiees who fought - an
Y Beounmsind- Hamel and ome

of the few who hal sur

|||'|.|_'|| |‘||'|'||.|_"|.|,'r_ |'H_'!-|l‘.'|||
whal his medber wsld ham,

Mullowney kpew little of

what his prundinther hud

aciully experienced.
Applicants For The Gread
Wier docadrmmn were askied

Fis preal-grandltather

B
Lance Corpodal o provide an overyvicw al
Willlem Joseph : : :

Douglas Tilley 3 their ancestors” panicipa-
iraghl] in e  p— 4 tisn im the war and, if pos
Wt COC UK sible, jourmals or amifacts

that winild give |I'|=\.I:_'|'I| main whit thiey

Cralalilm, the production conpany, hadd  pose through.  Muollowmsey's
had i fact warned the descendamts resenrch inte his grondfaher’s past
thint conditions wonld be touph. Even had o profiound smpact on him, and
S0, SOme recrils wienl Ay L bebone his initial anraction o be in @ movie
the shoot was finished. Dihers were wis soon replaced by the desire o do
in_|||n;-|:| — oz descendont -q:p.'lr:mu.l his grambiather prowd, In fact, Mol
his shoulder crosseng Mo Man's Land bWy Wiy shuchwed Folklore and
ail awoaber puncoared his hand onabe  history at Memorial University - was
sheed mstal neinfor: ing thie trench s inlerested v histoncal accuracy
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that he sometimes gob Frostrated wih
the proclucteon company when the
artistic licence af movie-making wsok
precedence. It was a frustration tha
Jumnet Torge savs was shared by many
ithier descendams

“They were just =0 imo in” she
|;-'-._|'|h|1n~._ “Om the one hand they
undersiomd we were making a film.
O the other hand, when they would
march in perfect order onto the set,
thiey were none 100 pleased that they
hasd v weall For the shot o e st up.
We hal o loe of angry soldiers much
of the time.”

In one scene, Mullowney  Townsd
harmself writing betters hame from the
tremch, just as he knew his grand-
father bkl done more than 90 yeurs
gpo. He even wsed actoal posicands
writien by him. Mulbowney had o
pretend he wos prepaning 1o fight the
baltle of Beaumont-Hamel and. like
his apcestor, knew nothing of whai
wiould await him. “We'ne here aml
wie're petling resdy now.” he says,
parphrasing what Carmichael had
writien. “The Germans anc going (o
goel @ big surprise tomosmow, We'ne
Bl strong andd we're gomng Lo give ol
tar them omorrow, We're going 1o be
reqncmibered forever.”

Remembered amd immortalieecl, as
in the case of Sandy Gow's ancesior,
Dr. John MeCrae. awthor of the
famows poem fo Flonders Field, As
with Muollowney, Covw kneetw o bt ad
his story, bt it was her faher who
reminded her of her family conpec-
tions i the First Workd Wir and

encourged ber o reply o M Ceredd
Wirr casting call. Gow was MeCrae's
first cousin three times removed, and
her great-great aunt Margiret Crosw, o
43, hacl leed abow ber age m order 1o
join the Volunteer Aid Dietachmeni
Bt Croew, o llr:n,lu:lr.,' oo thisire mris
at e Willred Grenfell College,
thought she had lintle hope geating
cisl becpuse the Nlmmaker would be
secking msdly male descendants, Sa
when her sister called o el her she'd

Private Dave Mullowney in character as
his grandfather, Privabe Thomas Colton
Carmichsel - ane of the First 5900
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reliving v- (Great War

sip lush,” says Gow, “ And
theen 1 remembered this was
somebxly s hell and thes
never wilked sway from it |
haowpeed
MOmEnes, oo, when ey
also appreciatesd the beauty

||'||'!. haid  these

eVl 1oF st 8 second
Privage Ed Martin, whas
has  been hivimg in Mew
Foumdlancl for 15 yeors, says
his insight came while lving
“swnimnide]” on the  haiile-
fickl. He happensd o fall
facing his own Allied fines

anel walched as mow allber

Sandy Gow plaving the raditional song
“I'm Sleeping, Don 'Wake Me™ for tha
film, in a scene shot near the Beooding
Soldier monument in Belgium.,

better brush up on her French = she
was going 1o France - she was dumb
stnack, In sddition 10 the two-week
ool camp at 5t Bruno, Cadbec, Gow
speat 10 days widh 12 other descen
dunts filming documsnary scenes af
thee sate of fhe aciual baltlegrounds of
Ypres, Beaumont-Hamel, Vimy Ridge,
Possclsencliele and Memin Ciage

Given her background s an 3¢t
musicen and singer. Gow's mole was
ol only e represent her grend-grest -
aumt, bt plso repeesem i Bk il
land through music, She remembers
ok momem e particuler ar the
Canbog "|||l|'.l-l||-_'||| {1 H.,'.;u|1|.'\-||r_
Harmel. She wanted to pay |!n.1ll'|.I=.r'L' ]
the Newfoundlanders who hoad diex]
there and asked the |'l|'.'\.|.||_-.,'|'h. i |!|-_'_l.
wioRlbd el her sing the “Uike o MNow
Foundbirsd™ for 1|'||_' q.llH.'.lll"-"l'lI_‘":\- Shhe
says 1 there wils ever o time in he
life that she wanted o do something
right, thad was it

[ wis struck by lwos  imcredibly
begutiful it is in France. Its so green,

1 i gty 2007

row of his friends dropped
like Flies, ] realised then wihiat if mst
have been like, and | womdered why
wnvore would i OET ik Lop whicn
they knew they d hikely be killad,™ he
says, ™l don’t think it's for King o
country, | think it was for the guy o
the ket of them and the gov o the
righi. They did it for them.'

Mariin |"'|.I|||.'|.| the role of g Mew-
Foumdland soeddier thowgh be < m facl
the descembant of o Brtish soldier.
Mgl Parsons, who survived the Farst
Wiorld 'l.'|..||'-.'-||l:. bn sigen ey For thee e
and one. Fondenng has grondimhber’s
cowrage. he thinks the level of fnencd
..:Ilrl |'Inq,'.'.A.|,'l\;I'| 'H.I'Ilulll.'r'\-\. |'|||i__'||l |I_|'|.|_'
bemen part ol his ancestor s moliviaten
0 felrm 0 war “kEven lor giasd the
cight duvs 1 was there, | leamed
there s a connection thal you muke
with people wnder those kinds ol
hiwrsh condatioins  thal yoal jusl TN
tiad in doamg other things.” he says
i Mamin, Con
nolly and Mullowney all obviously

It7s 0 connection ik

feel. s they all retall the same expen
ences, fnestrations und jokes in o Wil
that Belins e oddest of friends, even
brothers. And they all profess a kove
For Mewloundlaml amd a respect fior

| -EHE8-h80-6353

s peophke. While on the set, Connaolly
hil pointedd out o the film crew that
m 1916, Newloundland would have
been ils o%wn couniry and therefore
would have flown the Umion Jack
Mexl msrmng I|'||.'_'. Were i':u"‘*-L'I'IlL'l.I
wiath ther rI::||:. wd hencelorth CVEry
morming, after the Cansdian lag wies
raised, the Mewfoundland Regimien
hivisted the Union Jack and sang the

SOkle o Newlfoand land.

It may have just been a movic sei
aaside Monereal, bt i spirit, these
Mewloumdlanders were o the
trenches and on the battlefelds ol
B esumnioat - Hamel ‘rpr..-x and "rJII'I:\I-
Ridge, “'s hike in the “Ode o Mew
loundlomd, — savs Conmolly, " Wiherne
once dhey steod, wee stond,” Thit's
how real it became.” =
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