
Highlight evidence to support your opinion, and then use that information  
to write an argument essay. You can cast your vote at sn56.scholastic.com.What DoWhat Do

You Think?You Think?

DEBATE IT!

SHOULD SHOULD 

Rori Schmid
New Jersey

Shopping online can have 

some bad consequences. 

You don’t know the quality 

of items you buy online, and 

you may be disappointed 

when they arrive. Also, ordering online often 

requires a credit card. Someone could hack the 

website and steal your personal information. 	

Plus, deliveries of online orders can get lost or 

delayed, which can be a problem. A few years ago, 

my mom ordered holiday cards online, but they 

didn’t arrive until mid-January!  

Raayan Kumar
California 

Online shopping is 

convenient. You can do it 

in a few minutes, without 

having to leave your home.  

It also makes shopping 

easier for people who live in rural areas, far from 

shops. Plus, it saves time for busy parents who 

have to work and manage their kids’ activities.

You have more choices online than you’d get in 

a store, and you often get better deals online too. 

If you shop online, you avoid driving to the store, 

which is better for the environment.

NONOYESYES

sn56.scholastic.com 7  

O n November 28, more 

than 3.5 million people 

are expected to line the 

streets of New York City. They’ll 

look up to see Spider-Man, 

SpongeBob SquarePants, and 

other popular characters floating 

overhead. The giant balloons will 

be the biggest attractions in the 

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.  

The Macy’s department store 

put on its first parade in 1924 

to try to boost sales around the 

holidays. Since then, the parade 

has been held every year except 

1942, 1943, and 1944, when it was 

canceled because of World War II. 

Over the years, the giant balloons, 

colorful floats, and marching 

bands have made the parade 

a Thanksgiving tradition.

But the parade looked  

a lot different 100 years 

ago. Back then, it featured 

live animals from a local 

zoo, including bears, elephants, 

camels, and monkeys.

In 1927, Felix the Cat, a 

popular cartoon character 

at the time, became the first 

balloon to fly in the parade.  

This year, more than a dozen 

character balloons will soar 

above the 2.5-mile parade route. 

The night before the event, 

volunteers inflate the balloons 

with helium. They strap down  

the balloons with nets to keep 

them from flying away. Each  

year, new balloons are added  

and others are retired. Who will 

join the fun this year?

—by Alicia Green

YYOUOU  
SHOP SHOP 

ONLINONLINEE??

Each giant balloon is guided 
by 80 to 100 handlers.

Americans spend a lot of money online, 
especially during the holiday season. 

Experts estimate that online shoppers will spend 
a record $240 billion on gifts and other items in 
November and December this year. 

Many people like the ease of online shopping, 
which takes just a few clicks on a computer 
or smartphone. Items ordered from sites like 
Amazon can arrive within a day or two—or even 
on the same day. Since packages come to their 
doorstep, shoppers can avoid crowded stores. 
They also don’t have to worry about stores 
being closed when they want to shop.   

But some people say online shopping can be 
bad for the environment. Shipping online orders 
requires boxes and other packaging, which adds 
to waste. And studies show that items bought 
online are five times more likely to be returned 
than items bought in stores. More returns means 
more fuel is being used for transportation. Also, 
the growth of online shopping is a big reason 
many stores have shut down. From 2020 to 
2023, more than 24,000 stores closed in the U.S. 

Here’s what two of our readers think.

It’s Time for a It’s Time for a 
Parade!Parade!

By the Numbers
About 50 million people 
are expected to watch the 
parade on TV and online. 

A Snoopy balloon has  
flown in the parade  

more than 40 times— 
the most of any character.

The parade includes about 
a dozen marching bands 

from across the country 
and about 25 floats.  

The Felix the Cat balloon at the 1932 Macy’s parade

Pa
ge

 6
: S

hu
tte

rs
to

ck
.co

m
 (c

on
fe

tti
, S

no
op

y)
; G

eo
rg

e 
Ri

nh
ar

t/
Co

rb
is 

vi
a 

Ge
tty

 Im
ag

es
 (F

el
ix

 th
e 

Ca
t)

; J
am

es
 D

ev
an

ey
/G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es
 (M

in
io

n)
; P

ag
e 

7:
 D

eb
at

e 
ph

ot
os

 co
ur

te
sy

 o
f f

am
ili

es
; S

hu
tte

rs
to

ck
.co

m
 (a

ll 
ot

he
r i

m
ag

es
)




