
DEBATE IT!

Last spring, a tourist posing for a photo 
at a museum in Verona, Italy, broke 

a crystal-covered chair. He accidentally 
sat on it! Then in June, a museum visitor 
in Florence, Italy, tried to take a selfie. 
He tripped and tore a small hole in a 
300-year-old painting.  

Accidents like these have led some 
people to call for a ban on taking photos 
in museums. They argue that it would keep 
visitors from damaging priceless works 

of art. They point out that many 
historical objects on display would  
be impossible to replace.

But others say it’s fine to take photos  
as long as it’s done responsibly. In fact, 
many museums encourage photography. 

“It helps inspire curiosity beyond the 
museum’s walls,” says Britney Fitzgerald. 
She works at the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City.

Here’s what two of our readers think.
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CIVICS DEBATE IT!

Early last year, Nicholas 

Pinkerton discovered a 

big problem. The graves 

of many veterans near his 

hometown of Spring Branch, 

Texas, were covered in weeds. 

Some of the gravestones had 

sunk into the ground. Nicholas 

couldn’t believe it.

“These veterans risked their 

lives for our freedom,” says the 

11-year-old.

Nicholas decided to do 

something. With his dad’s help, 

he set out to clean and 

maintain veterans’ graves 

throughout Texas.

Restoring Honor
In March 2024, Nicholas 

started an organization called 

the Warriors Remembrance 

and Research Foundation.  

Its mission is to maintain 

community cemeteries, where 

more than three-quarters of the 

nation’s veterans are buried. 

Many of these cemeteries aren’t 

as well cared for as bigger 

national ones. Those are run by 

the U.S. government.

Enter Nicholas and his dad,  

who served for 20 years in the 

U.S. Air Force. They spend 

almost every weekend at 

community cemeteries. The 

father and son scrub and take 

care of many of the veterans’ 

gravestones. Nicholas also 

places a special bronze 

medallion near each one. The 

medallion indicates which 

branch of the military the 

veteran served in. 

Today Nicholas cares 

for about 600 graves in  

13 cemeteries across 

Texas. He says the 

brave people who 

serve our country 

deserve respect. 

“All veterans 

should be 

remembered,” 

Nicholas says.

—by Alicia Green

HONORING HEROES

WORD TO KNOW
maintain verb. to keep 
something in good condition What Do YOU Think? Highlight evidence to support your opinion. Use that 

evidence to write an argument essay. Then cast your vote at sn4.scholastic.com!

Aadit Dutta
Pennsylvania

Museums get crowded 

when a lot of people are 

standing around trying 

to take the perfect photo. 

That might make it hard for 

people to move through the exhibits and see 

all that they had planned to. 

Enjoying things in real life is more important 

than capturing them in a picture. If you take 

a photo quickly and move on, you might not 

notice the details. When I go to museums, I try 

to take in the beauty of each artwork.

YESYES

Delaney Foster 
Illinois

Just because a few people 

cause problems doesn’t 

mean everyone should be 

banned from taking photos 

at museums. You just need 

to follow the rules and be respectful, as you 

should anywhere you take pictures.  

Museums are filled with amazing pieces of 

history and art. Sure, you could buy postcards 

at the museum gift shop. But that doesn’t 

compare with taking your own pictures and 

making your own memories. 

NONO
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Nicholas Pinkerton 
cleans a soldier’s  

grave in Fischer, Texas.
Watch a Watch a 
VIDEOVIDEO

Learn more about 
the sacrifices 

veterans make  
for the U.S.




