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O n September 11, Karli 

Buhr plans to pay tribute 

to first responders in a 

special way. The 11-year-old 

from Thatcher, Arizona, will take 

part in a memorial stair 

climb. Events like this 

honor the emergency 

workers who sacrificed 

their lives to help others 

on September 11, 2001. 

On that day, terrorists flew 

two planes into the Twin Towers 

of the World Trade Center in 

New York City. Firefighters, 

police officers, and other first 

responders quickly arrived at 

the scene. As terrified people 

ran from each of the 110-story 

skyscrapers, emergency workers 

did the opposite. They entered 

the towers and climbed the 

stairs to try to save as many 

people as possible.  

Meanwhile, terrorists flew a 

third plane into the Pentagon, 

the U.S. military headquarters 
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Climbing 
for Heroes 
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U.S. HISTORY

Victoria Alvarez
Michigan

Holidays aren’t special 

if we have them every day. 

And celebrating Alien

Abduction Day or Don’t 

Cry Over Spilled Milk Day is silly. Fake holidays 

like these take away from the magic and 

importance of the bigger ones. 

Plus, some made-up holidays, like National 

Candy Day, encourage us to buy and eat 

unhealthy foods. 

Chansol Lim
California

Having lots of weird, 

fun, unofficial holidays 

gives us more to look

forward to. Some stores 

have special deals, like a free doughnut on 

National Doughnut Day. Celebrating these 

holidays is optional, so you can just ignore 

National Nothing Day if you want. 

Also, holidays like National Wildlife Day help 

raise money to protect endangered animals.

Ahoy, mateys! September 19 is Talk Like 
a Pirate Day. It’s one of about 1,600 

special days listed by the creators of the 
National Day Calendar. They include official 
holidays—like Labor Day and the Fourth of 
July—and unexpected ones, like Pepperoni 
Pizza Day (September 20).  

Many people argue that a lot of these 
made-up holidays are meaningless. Some of 
them were started by companies just to sell 
products. But other people say unofficial 
holidays can be harmless fun. And some, 
like International Volunteer Day, encourage 
people to do good deeds.

Here’s what two of our readers think. 

Are There                  
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Want to Have a Say in 
an Upcoming Debate?
Have your parent or guardian 
fill in and sign this form. Then 
have them send a photo of it 
along with a photo of you to: 

sn56@scholastic.com

We might contact you to take 
part in a future debate!

What Do YOU Think? Highlight evidence to support your opinion, and then use  
that information to write an argument essay. You can cast your vote at sn56.scholastic.com.

DEBATE IT!

National  Wildlife Day 

Talk Like a 
Pirate Day 

Punctuation Day!!!!!!!!!!!!

National 
Teddy Bear 

Day 

FELT 
HAT 
DAY

National 
Coffee Day

National 
Peanut 

Day

National 
Pancake Day 

TooMany

in Arlington, Virginia. A fourth 

plane crashed in a field in 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

In total, nearly 3,000 people 

died in the attacks that day, now 

 known as 9/11. That includes 

  more than 400 firefighters, 

  police officers, and  

 paramedics who were 

 killed when the Twin 

 Towers collapsed.

Coming Together
During memorial stair 

climbs, people honor first 

responders by climbing at least 

2,071 steps—the same number 

that were in each of the Twin 

Towers. The events are held 

nationwide at stadiums, parking 

garages, and other places. 

Karli plans to attend a stair 

climb at Eastern Arizona 

College for the second year 

in a row. Each participant 

is given a badge with 

the name and photo 

of a first responder 

who died on 9/11. Last 

year, Karli climbed 

the stairs in honor of 

firefighter John F. Ginley.

The event taught Karli about 

the bravery of first responders like 

Ginley and how the nation came 

together during the tragedy. 

“It helps me learn more about 

that day and remember the 

heroes,” Karli says.

—by Alicia Green

Holidays?
Firefighters raise an 
American flag near the 
fallen Twin Towers on 
September 11, 2001.

WORD TO KNOW 
terrorists noun, plural. people 
who use violence to spread 
fear, gain power, or force a 
government to do something

About 700 people took 
part in the 9/11 stair 
climb at Eastern Arizona 
College last year.

Karli Buhr

ConstitutionConstitution
DayDay

Ahoy!

Learn more 
about what 
happened 
on 9/11.
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