
Aadit Dutta
Pennsylvania 

Museums can get crowded 

when a lot of people are 

standing around trying to 

take the perfect photo. That 

might make it hard for people to move through the 

exhibits and see all that they had planned to. 

Enjoying things in real life is more important 

than capturing them in a picture. If you take a 

photo at a museum and quickly move on, you 

might not actually notice the details of what you’re 

seeing. When I go to museums, I try to take in the 

beauty of each artwork without taking a picture. 

Delaney Foster
Illinois 

Just because a few people 

have caused problems 

doesn’t mean everyone 

should be banned from 

taking photos at museums. You just need to follow 

the rules and be respectful of other people, just as 

you should anywhere else you take pictures.  

Museums are filled with amazing pieces of 

history and art. Sure, you could see them in a book 

or buy postcards at the museum gift shop. But that 

doesn’t compare with taking your own pictures 

and making your own memories. 

I t’s a common scene in movies 

about ancient Rome: A 

gladiator fights a ferocious 

beast in the center of 

a packed arena. For 

centuries, we had only 

written accounts and 

ancient artwork to show 

that these battles really 

took place. But in April, 

scientists announced that 

bite marks found on the 

skeleton of a gladiator had 

likely come from a lion. 

“It’s the only physical 

evidence that gladiators fought 

animals,” says Tim Thompson. 

He’s the anthropologist who 

led the study of the skeleton. 

Fierce Fighters
Nearly 2,000 years ago, 

gladiators were the star athletes 

of the Roman Empire (see map).  

They faced off with spears, 

swords, and other weapons. 

Some were prisoners or 

enslaved men who were 

forced to fight, while others 

volunteered in the hope of 

becoming rich and famous. 
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In 2004, researchers unearthed 

a gladiator cemetery in York, 

England. One skeleton had what 

appeared to be bite marks on its 

hip. Experts suspected that the 

marks came from a large animal. 

Thompson and his team set out 

to prove it.

 

Uncovering the Truth
First, the team approached 

zoos in England with an unusual 

request. They asked for bones 

that cheetahs, lions, tigers, and 

other animals had gnawed on. 

The researchers then compared 

the bite marks on the 

chewed-up bones 

with those on the 

gladiator’s skeleton. 

They concluded that 

the marks on the man 

had probably come 

from a lion. 

Thompson says the 

bite to the hip didn’t 

kill the gladiator 

though. He thinks the fighter 

was already injured when the 

lion bit him and dragged his 

body away. 

The findings show that there 

is still much to discover about 

the Roman Empire, Thompson 

says. For example, scientists 

haven’t found a gladiator arena 

in York. Is one hiding beneath 

the surface? 

—by Alicia Green
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Last spring, a tourist posing for a photo at 
a museum in Verona, Italy, broke a crystal-

covered chair—by accidentally sitting on it!  
Then in June, another museum visitor caused 
trouble in the Italian city of Florence. While 
trying to take a selfie, he tripped and tore a 
small hole in a 300-year-old painting.  

Accidents like these have led some 
people to call for a ban on taking photos at 

museums. They argue that it would prevent 
careless picture-takers from damaging 

priceless works of art or important historical 
objects. They point out that many museum 

pieces are one of a kind and can be expensive 
to repair or impossible to replace.

But other people say it’s fine to take photos 
at museums as long as it’s done responsibly.  
In fact, many museums encourage it. 

“Allowing photography in our halls for 
personal use provides visitors with a way to 
engage more deeply with the museum,” says 
Britney Fitzgerald. She works at the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York City. 

“It helps inspire curiosity beyond the 
museum’s walls,” she adds.

Here’s what two of our readers think.

YESYES NONO

DEBATE IT!

What Do YOU Think?  Highlight evidence to support your opinion, and then use  
that information to write an argument essay. You can cast your vote at sn56.scholastic.com.

WORD TO KNOW 
anthropologist noun. a scientist 
who studies the ways of life of 
different peoples and cultures
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