
Declaration of Independence
Created by: Second Continental Congress
Date adopted: July 4, 1776

The declaration announced that 
the 13 Colonies were free from British 
rule. It also stated the ideals of the new 
nation, including the rights to “life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

U.S. Constitution
Created by: Constitutional Convention
Date adopted: September 17, 1787

The “supreme law of the 
land” set up the government of the 
newly formed nation with three equal 
branches. They’re led by the president, 
Congress, and the Supreme Court.  

WORD  TO  KNOW 
delegates noun, plural. people 
who represent others at a 
meeting

Zidanne Forde
Maryland

Washing the dishes or 

cleaning up after a pet isn’t 

much fun. But when a reward 

is involved, kids may do a

better job and have a better 

attitude about helping out around the house. 

Getting an allowance for doing chores also 

teaches kids the value of working hard. Plus, 

when we earn our own money, we can learn the 

importance of saving, giving, and investing. 

Highlight evidence to support your opinion, and then use that information  
to write an argument essay. You can cast your vote at sn56.scholastic.com.What DoWhat Do

You Think?You Think?

O n September 5, 1774, a 

group of men gathered 

in secret in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. This was no 

ordinary meeting—it was an 

important step toward America’s 

independence.

At the time, many people in 

the 13 Colonies were tired of 

being ruled by Great Britain. The 

American colonists had no say  

in how they were governed and 

were being forced to follow a 

series of harsh laws.  

The 56 delegates had come 

to Philadelphia from across the 

Colonies to talk about how to 

unite against the British. Future 

presidents George Washington 

and John Adams were among the 

group. That secret meeting  

250 years ago is known as the 

First Continental Congress.

“This is the beginning of  

the 13 Colonies becoming the  

13 states,” says Brian Krisch of the 

National Constitution Center. “It 

was the beginning of a process.”

No Turning Back
The meeting lasted for nearly 

two months. Finally, the delegates 

decided on a plan. They created a 

document that outlined colonists’ 

rights and their objections to 

British rule. 

But the British wouldn’t budge. 

In April 1775, the first shots of the 

For many kids, it pays to help out around the house. 
Taking out the trash or setting the table could be 

a way to earn some money. In a 2022 survey of more 
than 2,000 parents, 64 percent said they give their 
children an allowance—but only if the kids earn it. 

Many people argue that getting paid to do chores 
could encourage kids to help out more around 
the house. Others think that when kids earn their 
allowance, they’re more likely to save their money 
and spend it wisely. 

But some parents say paying kids to do chores 
sends the wrong message. They think kids should 
help out without expecting to be rewarded. 

Here’s what two of our readers think.

At the First Continental Congress, Samuel 
Adams of Massachusetts was one of the biggest 
supporters of declaring independence.

YESYES NONO
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Want to Have a Say in 
an Upcoming Debate?
Have your parent or guardian 
fill in and sign this form. Then 
have them send a photo of it 
along with a photo of you to: 

sn56@scholastic.com

We might contact you to take 
part in a future debate!

DEBATE IT!SHOULD KIDS GET SHOULD KIDS GET 
PAID TO DO CHORES?PAID TO DO CHORES?

Words to Live ByWords to Live By

American Revolution (1775-1783)

rang out. It would be eight years 

before America officially won its 

independence. 

The First Continental Congress  

set the stage for future meetings 

that would help turn 13 separate 

colonies into one united country. 

Later groups of delegates came 

together in Philadelphia to create 

America’s founding documents 

(see “Words to Live By”). 

“It’s important to see that this 

was people learning to work 

together as a country for the first 

time,” Krisch says. 

—by Alicia Green

William Huffman
Illinois

I don’t get paid to do 

chores, but I still pitch in when 

my parents ask me to. Helping 

out is part of being in a family.

Kids usually make the messes, 

so they should take responsibility for cleaning up. 

Besides, if kids were to get paid for chores, they 

might come to expect a reward for everything they 

do. That’s not right. Parents don’t get paid to scrub 

the toilet or vacuum. Kids shouldn’t either!

U.S. HISTORY

Uniting the 
Colonies 

Find out more  
about the Constitution at 

sn56.scholastic.com.
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