
One World Trade Center 
rises above the New 
York City skyline.

THE WORLD’S 
MOST EXPENSIVE

ACTION FIGURE

U.S. HISTORY

O n November 3, 2014, the 

tallest skyscraper in the U.S. 

opened in New York City. 

For many Americans, the 104-story 

One World Trade Center is more 

than a skyscraper. It represents 

hope after one of the darkest days 

in our nation’s history.

The building is close to where 

the Twin Towers of the original 

World Trade Center once stood. 

On September 11, 2001, the towers 

collapsed after terrorists flew two 

planes into them. (Terrorists 

are people who use violence to 

spread fear or gain power.) 

That same morning, 

another plane crashed into 

the Pentagon, the U.S. 

military headquarters 

near Washington, D.C. A 

fourth plane crashed in 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

Nearly 3,000 people 

were killed that day, now 

known as 9/11. That includes 

more than 400 firefighters and 

other first responders. It was the 

deadliest attack ever on American 

soil. Still, the country vowed to 

rebuild after the tragedy.

A Symbol of Hope
Planning for a skyscraper to 

replace the Twin Towers began 
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CULTURE CONNECTIONS

Hawaii’s Off icial HelloHawaii’s Off icial Hello
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WORD  TO  KNOW 
optimism noun. confidence that 
things will turn out for the best

Many people greet their 

friends with a wave or a 

high five. But like most 

Hawaiians, fifth-grader Maia Gilman 

often uses a shaka. The hand gesture 

is made by sticking out your thumb 

and pinkie while curling down 

your other fingers and sometimes 

twisting your wrist.

For Hawaiians, the 

shaka can have several 

meanings, such as hello, 

goodbye, and thank you. 

“It makes people 

smile and feel loved,” 

Maia explains. “The 

shaka symbolizes 

aloha, friendship, and 

encouragement.” (Aloha is a Hawaiian 

word used to express love, peace, and 

kindness. It’s often used as a greeting.)

The shaka is also closely associated 

with surfing, an important part of 

Hawaiian culture. 

Though Hawaiians have been using 

the hand sign for decades, the shaka’s 

special role is now official. In May, 

lawmakers in Hawaii passed a bill (a 

written plan for a law) to make it the 

official state gesture. Governor Josh 

Green signed the bill into law in June. 

The law also recognizes Hawaii as the 

shaka’s birthplace.

“It’s about really celebrating what is 

uniquely Hawaiian with the rest of the 

world,” says State Senator Glenn Wakai. 

soon after 9/11. A company called 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill came 

up with the design: a massive 

concrete and steel building 

covered with glass. 

Construction began in 2006. 

It took more than 10,000 people 

eight years to build One World 

Trade Center. The skyscraper soars 

1,776 feet high—a nod to the year 

America declared independence 

from Great Britain. 

Ten years after it opened, 

One World Trade Center 

remains a symbol of how  

New York City, and the nation, 

recovered after 9/11.

“It symbolizes hope and 

optimism,” says Frank Mahan, 

one of the architects who worked 

on the design. “Even when we get 

knocked down, we get back up 

again and keep moving forward.”

—by Alicia Green

Believe it or not, a toy that’s less 
than 4 inches tall is worth more 

than many homes in the U.S. In June, 
a Star Wars Boba Fett action figure 
sold for a whopping $525,000. That’s 
the highest price ever paid for a toy.

The Kenner toy company created 
the figure in 1979, but Star Wars fans 
never got a chance to buy it. The toy 
fired a rocket that could be a choking 
hazard. The Boba Fett that ended up 

in stores had the rocket glued 
to its back. But some Kenner 
employees saved the original 
version. Because so few rocket-
firing Boba Fetts exist, the figures 
became legendary to toy collectors. 

“It was thrilling to see it become 
the most valuable toy in the world,” 
says Joe Maddalena of Heritage 
Auctions, the company that sold  
the record-setting action figure.

Learn more about 
what happened 
on 9/11.

Watch aWatch a
VIDEOVIDEO

Each of the Twin
Towers stood more

than 1,360 feet tall.

Maia Gilman makes 
double shaka signs.
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