
Explore the Everglades on Your Next 

Marco Island Vacation 

If you're looking to get off the beach for a day or two during your Marco 

Island vacation, may I suggest a little Everglades adventure? The Everglades is 

one of America's most treasured natural places, and it's just a short drive away. 

Let me tell you, as someone who's explored those River of Grass waterways, 

it's a magical place. Whether you're zipping past gators on an airboat, 

paddling silently past egrets in a kayak, or strolling down a wooden boardwalk 

surrounded by croaking frogs and the sighing of wind through the cypress 

trees, the Everglades will wow you. It's a real treat. 

Welcome to the Everglades 

Now, for those who haven't heard of the Everglades before - it's only the 

largest subtropical wilderness in the continental United States! This whole 

region used to be one big flowing sheet of water that stretched all across 

South Florida. Hard to imagine, right? Of course now much of it has been 

drained and developed. But there's still over a million acres of protected 

swamps, prairies, and forested uplands. 

It's a real special ecosystem found nowhere else. And get this - in the wet 

season from May to November, water still flows in a thin, slow-moving river 

about 60 miles wide but only a few inches deep. That's how it got its 

nickname, the "River of Grass." Pretty neat. 

From the coastal mangrove swamps to the sawgrass prairies and wooded 

hammock islands, the Everglades is just bursting with all kinds of birds, gators, 

turtles, and even critters like the Florida panther and manatee. Bring some 

binoculars and your camera! 

Exciting Everglades Tours 

Now, the best way to explore the Everglades is through a guided tour. Unless 

you've got a swamp buggy or airboat, those marshy waters and mucky trails 

can be tough to navigate. Take it from me. Luckily, there are some fantastic 



tour operators that will show you all the sites and wildlife while keeping you 

high and dry. 

Captain Jack's Airboat Tours over in Everglades City is one of my favorites. 

Their high-speed airboat rides zip you through the tight mangrove tunnels 

and out over the open marshes. And those boat captains have eagle eyes - 

they'll spot alligators and birds you'd never see on your own! After your ride, 

you can check out Captain Jack's animal sanctuary, filled with rescued critters. 

It's a blast. 

If you prefer a quieter ride, I recommend booking a kayak tour through one of 

the Everglades City outfitters. Paddling the rivers and inlets with a guide lets 

you get super close to jumping fish, lounging gators, and wading birds. Bring 

some snacks and a bottle of water, and enjoy the serenity. 

Dress for Adventure 

Make sure to wear good walking or hiking shoes in the Everglades, since many 

of the trails and boardwalks can be muddy and uneven. And don't forget your 

mosquito spray - the bugs can be fierce! 

I recommend lightweight, breathable clothes that dry quickly. A hat and 

sunglasses are a great idea too. It gets hot out there under the Florida sun. 

And you'll want sunscreen and water to stay hydrated. Pack layers in case you 

get cool from the breeze while zipping around on an airboat. 

Top Sights and Trails 

There's so much to explore in the Everglades that it can be tough to choose. 

Here are a few of my favorite spots: 

The Anhinga Trail in Everglades National Park is a must-do. It winds through 

sawgrass marshes and past a crystal-clear alligator-filled lagoon. Bring your 

camera - you'll see gators sunning themselves on the shore looking like 

prehistoric monsters! 

Stop by the Oasis Visitor Center in Big Cypress National Preserve and walk 

their boardwalk loop. It's a beautiful introduction to the cypress swamp 

ecosystem. You'll see ferns, orchids, and maybe some cute turtle hatchlings. 

And for a real treat, book a paddle or boat excursion out to one of the Ten 

Thousand Islands. These secluded islets have some of the most beautiful 



sandy beaches and clear shallow waters you've ever seen. Great for shelling, 

swimming, or just beach-combing in solitude. Pick an island like Horse Key or 

Indian Key for a magical experience. 

Where to Stay Nearby 

The town of Everglades City has a few charming little inns and B&Bs that put 

you close to the action. I've stayed at the Ivey House and can recommend it. 

Their breakfasts are delicious! 

For more choices, I suggest booking one of the comfy vacation rentals over on 

Marco Island, just 40 minutes from the Everglades. Nothing beats relaxing on 

the patio of a beachfront condo after a long day of exploring. Marco also has 

some pet-friendly rentals so you can bring Fido! 

Ready for Adventure? 

Well, I don't know about you, but I'm ready to go! The Everglades really is a 

national treasure. Whether you're looking for thrills on an airboat or tranquility 

along a wooded trail, the Everglades has it. Treat yourself to a day or two in 

the "River of Grass" on your next Marco Island vacation. The memories will 

stay with you for a lifetime. 

Let me know if you have any other questions about planning your perfect 

Everglades adventure! I'm happy to help give suggestions. Wishing you an 

amazing trip full of fun, sun, and making special memories with your loved 

ones. 
 

https://www.iveyhouse.com/
https://www.marcovacation.com/marco-island-vacation-rentals
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